
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

29 November 2024 
olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
Mon 25 - Fri 29 Nov Swimming 
Wed 4 Dec 6.00pm—8.30pm Yr 
6 Graduation Mass & Disco 
Fri 6 Dec  Second Hand Uniform 
Sale 
Sun 8 Dec Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception 
Mon 9 Dec 9.00am Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception Mass 
Mon 9 Dec 12.00-1.30pm 2025 
Yrs 1-6 Orientation 
Mon 9 Dec 6.00-7.30pm Dinner 
in the Yard / Art Show / Carols 
Tues 17 Dec  9.00am End of 
Year Mass 
 

END OF YEAR 2024 
Tues 17 Dec Students finish for 
2024 at 1.00pm 
 

START OF 2025 
Tues 28 Jan Staff Return 
Wed 29 Jan  Getting To Know 
You & Your Child Day 1 Yrs 1-6, 
Foundation at school 8.35-1.00 
Thurs 30 Jan Getting To Know 
You & Your Child Day 2 Yrs 1-6, 
Foundation at school 8.35-1.00 
Fri 31 Jan Classes start for all (F-
6) 

‘What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed 
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.’  John 2:1-11 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

ADVENT 

This is a traditional Advent prayer thar Christians pray when they are waiting for 
Jesus to come at Christmas. The word ‘Maranatha’ is an Aramaic word (the lan-

guage Jesus spoke) and means ‘O Lord, come’. 
 

Maranatha, come, Lord Jesus, come! 
Loving God, Christmas will be here soon. Please help us to be patient just like 

Mary was when she waited for Jesus to be born. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
This week I would like to update you with some staffing news. The staff that you 
see below will be leaving Our Lady’s school at the end of this year. We are grateful 
for their unique and valuable contribution during their time at Our Lady’s school. 

 
Tim Wickham - Tim has worked in service of Our Lady’s school since 
2007. Throughout this time he has worked mainly in the senior school 
as well as the middle school as a dedicated classroom teacher. He is 
passionate about his work and particularly so about empowering stu-
dents to develop leadership skills and student voice. You make every 

student in your class feel welcome, valued and respected. Your enthusiasm for 
teaching and for learning rubs off onto your students. Tim, you have never lost 
your passion for teaching and have been an exemplary educator who has touched 
the hearts and minds of the many, many students who have been in your care.  
Tim has also been a member of the Leadership team and has held the role of Child 
Safety and Occupational Health and Safety Leader. He has contributed to making 
Our Lady’s school a safe and happy environment where all students can grow and 
flourish.  
Tim you are leaving behind an incredible legacy. We have been blessed to have you 
at our school and wish you every happiness as you begin a well earned retirement.  
 

Anna Kalc Smyth - Anna first began working at Our Lady’s school in 
1986. She has had breaks away from our school from when she first 
started but she has always returned back to Our Lady’s. Anna has a 
deep commitment and love for our school community and we have 
been blessed to have such an expert educator at Our Lady’s for so 
many years.  

Over the years Anna has taken on many different roles such as classroom teacher, 
PE teacher, intervention teacher, ICT leader and her most recent role as Numeracy 
Leader and a member of both Curriculum and the Leadership teams. Throughout 
her time at our school Anna has performed each role with great passion, dedica-
tion and to a very high standard. She has made a positive difference to many, many 
students and staff. Anna is resigning from her position as Numeracy Leader. I thank 
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Anna for her immense contribution to our school community. You are leaving an incredible legacy and have 
been a joy to have had on our staff. We wish you every success in all your future endeavours. 
 

Kirsty Ross - Kirsty has worked at Our Lady’s school for 3 years as Learning Diversity Leader. Dur-
ing this time she has been a member of the Leadership and Curriculum teams. Kirsty has always 
approached her work with much passion and expertise. As part of her role she has worked very 
closely with families and teachers who have students with diverse and additional needs. Kirsty is 
very passionate about her work in this area and during her time at Our Lady’s has coordinated a 
team of 10 Education Support officers, our school counsellor and speech pathologist. We wish 

you every success and happiness for all your future endeavours. Thank you Kirsty for all your work and for 
making a positive difference to our students and their families in particular. 

 
Scarlett Sexton Bennett - Scarlett has worked at Our Lady’s school in 2024. This is her first year 
of teaching and Scarlett has shown to be competent beyond her years. She has created a very 
welcoming, well organised, caring and engaging learning environment for all her students, who 
have flourished under her care. I thank Scarlett for her contribution this year. She has made a 
positive difference to all aspects of school life and it has been a joy to have her on our staff. Scar-
lett will be travelling overseas throughout 2025 and we wish her safe and happy travels.  
 
Michala Meilak - We have been very fortunate to have Michala working at our school as an Edu-
cation Support Officer throughout this year. Michala is in the process of completing her Bachelor 
of Education and has been able to bring this knowledge to her role and the students she has sup-
ported. Thank you Michala for making a positive difference to those students who have diverse 
and additional needs and for being such an excellent support to the teachers that you have 
worked with. We wish you all the very best in all your future endeavours. 

 
Beginning our Advent Journey 
This Sunday will be the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time where Christians all around 
the world prepare themselves for the birth of Jesus. The Advent 2024 themes (hope, 
peace, joy, and love) unfold over the four weeks, guiding our hearts to reflect on the pro-
found impact of Jesus' birth. Each Advent theme invites us to pause, refocus, and embrace 
God's promises. The first candle that we light this Sunday represents HOPE. Advent is a 
time to think about the true meaning of Christmas with our children and discuss what we 
can do to prepare to welcome baby Jesus on Christmas day. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Next week we have many important events coming up. On Tuesday the 3rd of December 
we have the first of our Foundation 2025 Transition afternoons between 2.00pm and 
3.00pm.  
 
Next Wednesday we will be having the Year 6 Graduation and Disco. We look forward to 

welcoming the students and their families for this joyful occasion. This is a significant mile-

stone in the lives of our Year 6 students and the staff and myself are looking forward to cel-

ebrating this special time with our Year 6 students and their families. 

Dates for 2025 
On the next page I have listed some important dates that have already been confirmed for 2025. 
 
We hope having these dates early will help to make it easier for families to make suitable child care arrange-
ments. 



 

Warm regards, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Professional Development Days for staff - No school for the children 
 
Term 1 
Tuesday 11th March 2025 - Religious Education Focus 
 
Term 2 
Monday 19th May 2025 - PD Review 
Tuesday 20th May 2025 - PD Review 
 
Term 3 
Wednesday 13th August 2025 - Religious Education Focus 
 
Time in Lieu Days 
These are days which are designated to teachers to compensate for all the out of normal school hours events 
that teachers attend. These include but are not limited to such events as the Sacraments, Dinner in the Yard, 
Camps and Parent Information evenings. 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of each term 
Term 1 - Friday 4th April 2025 
Term 2 - Friday 4th July 2025 
Term 3 - Friday 19th September 2025 
Term 4 - Tuesday 16th December 2025 (last day of the 2025 school year for students) 
Staff last day will be on the 17th of December. The 18th and 19th of December are designated Time In Lieu 
days. 
 
Professional Planning Day (PPT) 
One day a year is allocated by the award for teachers to attend to planning, assessment, report writing and 
other aspects that are part of their teaching role. The day allocated is Monday the 3rd of November. Stu-
dents will not be required to attend school. 
 
Days where the school will be open by appointment 
Term 1 - Getting to Know You Days 
Wednesday 29th January 2025 
Thursday 30th January 2025 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations (First Semester Reports) 
Thursday 3rd July 2025 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Friday 4th July 2025 8:00am - 12:40pm 



 

Jawbone Marine Sanctuary Care Group  
 
Dear Families, 
Some of our students have been to the Jawbone Marine Sanctuary in WIlliam-
stown for learning with scientists and other educators. 
If you or children are interested in the local foreshore in Williamstown, come 
along to a community day organised by the Jawbone Marine Sanctuary Care 
Group (JMSCG). 
This is not a school managed event but a general community event. 
 
Details: 
Sunday 1st December 2024 - Community day with Earth Wisdom and Parks 
Victoria 
When: 10.00am-2.00pm 
Join us for a rock ramble with Parks Victoria Ranger, touch tank with JMSCG educators and indigenous games & food with Earth 
Wisdom. The activities are free and open to all. 
 
Note: If planning to swim please bring all your own recreational supplies. All attendees are responsible for looking after them-
selves and/or their children. 
 
Where: at the Jawbone Marine Sanctuary - Meeting point at Jawbone - Parking: on Crofton Drive or at the end of Rifle Range Drive 
- then look for our banner 
 
Registration: https://www.givenow.com.au/event/91  (for catering) 

SUNSHINE PLAZA DRAWING COMPETITION WINNERS 

From Sunshine Plaza… 

Thank you for participating in the Sunshine Plaza Drawing competition. We were blown away by the entries. 

Such thoughtful drawings from incredible artists. Well done to all the students who participated. 

It was a very difficult task to choose 3 winners as they were all so good but we have chosen the following as 

the 3 winners of the Sunshine Plaza Drawing Competition: 

 Grace 5C      Maya 5C    Vivienne 5C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the artwork is now on display at Sunshine Plaza inside the 

entrance near Aldi. We hope all the students will come and visit 

their artwork and show their friends and family. The artwork will 

remain up until the end of February. 



 



 



 



 

PREPARATIONS FOR 2025 
As we are beginning our preparations for 2025 we ask that parents let us know 
as soon as possible if their child/ren are not returning to Our Lady’s next year.  
We have had many inquiries about places for 2025 and we need to let these par-
ents know if there are places for their children. We currently have a waiting list 
for Prep and  we have had several  enrolment enquiries coming in for the other 
year levels.  
 
If your child is not returning in 2025 (NOT OUR CURRENT YR 6 STUDENTS) 
please complete the form below and return it to the office. It is vital that you 
return this form as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Children NOT returning to Our Lady’s School in 2025 

 

Family Name:            

Child/children’s names 

1.           2024 Grade:    

2.           2024 Grade:    

3.           2024 Grade:    

 

Name of our new school: ___________________________  ____ 

 

And / Or 

Our new address:             

               

Signed:             (Parent) 

Please return this form to the office as soon as possible 



 

 



 



 


