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Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:  Saturday  6:00pm 
       Sunday    9:00am, 10:30am & 5:30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Advent 
Dear God, during Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, we think about all the people 

in the Bible, who waited for hundreds of years for Jesus to come on earth.  
We think about Mary and Joseph, going to Bethlehem, to register in their home 

town, and then waiting for Jesus to be born. 
Help us, God, in this time of Advent, bless our eyes and ears, that we may see and 

hear Jesus. Amen 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Mon 18-Fri 29 November 
Whole School 10 Day Intensive 
Swimming program 
NO ASSEMBLY DURING SWIM-
MING (Fri 22 & 29 Nov) 
Tues 3 Dec 
2020 Foundation Transition Ses-
sion 2.00-3.00pm 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 3.00-
3.30pm outside canteen 
Sun 8 Dec 
Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion 
Mon 9 Dec 
9.00am Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception Mass 
Wed 11 Dec 
Step Back in Time Performance 
7.00pm Quin Auditorium 
Mon 16 Dec 
2020 Years 1-6 Orientation 12.00-
1.00pm 
Graduation Mass for Gr 6 at 
5.45pm 
Tues 17 Dec 
Last Day of 2019 
11.30am Final Mass 
3.15pm School finishes for 2019 
 
2020 
Wed 29 Jan - Thurs 30 Jan 
Getting To Know You Sessions Day 
1 & 2. Families will attend a time 
on one of these two days to meet 
their 2020 teacher. 
Fri 31 January 
Classes begin for all students 
Foundation to Grade 6 8.45am-
3.15pm 
Mon 3 February 
Professional Development Day for 
Staff (Literacy Focus) No school 
for the children 
Tues 18 February 
Professional Development Day for 
Staff (Review planning) No school 
for the children 
Wednesday 19 February 
Professional Development Day for 
Staff (Review planning) No school 
for the children 

‘In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind’ Job 12:10 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parent, 
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Each week we light a candle on 
our Advent wreath and pray. The children will have an Advent wreath in 
their classroom and will light a candle each week leading up to Christmas. 
Advent is a time when we prepare ourselves for the birth of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. This Sunday we will light the first candle on our Advent 
wreath. There are many ways you can prepare for Christmas. I would en-
courage you to go to church with your family and here is a prayer you 
might like to say together during Advent. 
Heavenly Father, as we begin this Advent 
Give LIGHT to our Eyes and PEACE to our Hearts 
Help us make room for Jesus 
Amen 

Staff retirement news 

With much love and appreciation we thank Mrs Laura Pase for her immense contribution to 

Our Lady’s school. She has dedicated over 30 years to serving our school community. We cannot 

thank you enough for all you have done for  the students, parents, and staff of Our Lady’s 

school. We wish you a well -deserved joyful and happy retirement! 

Mrs Laura Pase has worked at Our Lady’s school for 30 years 

as a secretary. Prior to this she was a parent at the school 

and assisted in and managed the canteen. Mrs Pase has a 

long association with the school and has made a significant 

and positive contribution to the life of both the Our Lady’s 

school and parish. This year will be her final year at Our La-

dy’s school before she begins a well deserved retirement. 

Over the 30 years that she has worked at Our Lady’s school 

Mrs Pase has welcomed and cared for thousands of students 

and parents with her warm smile and genuinely caring na-

ture. We have been truly blessed to have you at Our Lady’s 

and wish you every happiness and good fortune as you em-

bark on your retirement. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Staff news 
We have a number of staff that will be leaving Our Lady’s school this year. I would like to sincerely thank 
them for their contribution to Our Lady’s School community and in particular to the many students and fam-
ilies whose lives they have touched. Teaching is a vocation and is nurtured by dedication, love, skill, passion 
and a deep commitment to believing that all children have a right to an excellent and nurturing learning en-
vironment where they can experience God’s love, grow and flourish. We wish you all the very best for all 
your future endeavours.  
With much appreciation this year we farewell: 

 
 

 

 

 Ms Jess Steele           Ms Kim Dalmau  Ms Olga Deltiglio     Ms Caroline Wood Ms Natalie Enright 

Foundation J students living out the Our Lady’s Gospel value of Service 
 
This term the students were inquiring into how they could care about different places. They decided they 
would focus their inquiry on the Friendship Garden just outside the Art Room. They monitored the garden 
for 2 weeks and recorded what they observed into a daily diary. Their findings showed that many students 
loved playing in the garden but also that flowers were being broken and 
litter was dropped. The Foundation J students decided that they wanted to 
remind the other students about their responsibility to look after the gar-
den and so they created many beautiful, bright posters which they have 
displayed around the garden area. 
GREAT JOB FOUNDATION J!  
Thank you for seeing a need and doing something about it    
 

 

 

 

Wishing you all the very best. May your future be bright and may 

God’s blessings be with you all.  

CANTEEN OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS 

We ask that all outstanding monies owed to the canteen be paid 

by Friday. The canteen is not for profit and is provided by the 

school as a service to our school community. Please support us 

to keep this service going by paying all outstanding monies 

ASAP. 

On the right you can see Oliver and Jake from Foundation J holding 

some of the posters the Foundation J students made to remind other 

students to care for the Friendship Garden in our school. The students 

wanted to raise awareness that we all need to care for the Friendship 

Garden which is a very special area of our playground which we are all 

responsible for looking after. 
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Congratulations and many thanks to Maestro Matteo who 
helped to get the article below published in today’s 

Il Globo newspaper. 
Can you read what it says??? (translation on the next page!) 
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NEW ITALIAN PROGRAMS – OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

A Centenary of Quality Education  
 

MELBOURNE – 2019 has been an important year for Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Prima-

ry School in Sunshine: over the past months in fact, there have been centenary celebrations of its founda-

tion. A long history characterised by successes and great changes (teachers in 1909, for example, could not 

get married and for this reason the first principal had to retire because she decided to get married). Togeth-

er with the introduction some years ago of an Italian program which is proving very popular.  

For this reason, the centenary celebrations had a very Italian flavour: aside from costumes and games of yes-

teryear, there was also a pasta-making workshop presented by BigPocket which students found very ex-

citing. “They were tired from a busy term, but were able to recharge their batteries through these activities” 

Italian teacher Matteo Macciò explained. Throughout the day, students had the opportunity to engage in a 

hands-on activity which was related to the content of the Italian curriculum. “The activities were very educa-

tional and reinforced what we had done in class” added Matteo, who created a program with the workshop 

as its focus, including many aspects of Italian culture and the connection between food and conviviality, an 

expression of culinary identity. “Food is an important expression of personal identity”, continues Matteo, 

and to see this you only need to have lunch with the students, something which the teacher does regularly. 

By observing the lunches that the children bring from home, different traditions are celebrated.  

Another important aspect in the activity was BigPocket founder Jill Tascone’s personal family story, which 

she told to the children to help them understand the importance of maintaining traditions, especially in the 

migrant situation. “We find comfort in the foods of our origins, and we present it proudly on our tables eve-

ryday” highlighted Matteo. Intrigued, the children then made many connections between post-war Italian 

immigration and their own families. During the workshop the younger students were put with older stu-

dents who helped them put on aprons and change the machine settings, creating a convivial atmosphere. 

“The school” Matteo continued, “values collaborative learning and this activity helped stimulate both coop-

erative and independent learning, and also helped those who often have learning difficulties in class”. The 

photos and emails sent in by parents were testimony to the event’s success: the children took the pasta 

home, sharing it with their families who really appreciated it. One child even said that it was the best day of 

his life, said principal Patrizia Bertani. It is thanks to her efforts that Italian has been introduced at Sunshine. 

Despite some initial hesitance from the school community, made up of 39 cultural backgrounds, many of 

them Asian, the principal convinced them otherwise. Italian is the foreign language offered by all the sec-

ondary schools in the area and many studies have demonstrated that language study is optimised if taken 

from primary through to secondary school. Italian has a strong connection with religion, but also has a secu-

lar component which has made an important contribution to the world. For those who preferred an Asian 

language for its economic benefits, Bertani always responded that a language does not stop at its utility, but 

is also useful to discover a new culture. For the principal, it is fundamental to provide the tools for children 

to access an authentic cultural experience. This is why foreign languages have the same status as all other 

learning areas, with its own budget, resources and teacher, to facilitate student engagement. The centenary 

celebrations also included a mass presided by the bishop and archbishop, “a very touching moment because 

the school community came together and all contributed something” concluded Matteo.   
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Step Back In Time - Whole School Production 
December 11 2019 at 7.00pm 

Quin Auditorium (CCCC) 
 

Tickets $15.00 per person.  
No ticket needed for performers (current stu-

dents of Our Lady’s) 
https://www.trybooking.com/BGTSA 

ADVENT 
 
Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus in all we say and do. It is a time 
to reach out to others in the spirit of love and share what we have been given and to remem-
ber all that God has done for us. 
One of the symbols of Advent is the wreath.  
The circle of the Advent Wreath, without a beginning or an end, symbolises God’s unending 
love for us.  
The evergreen in the wreath represents growth and the 
hope of eternal life.  
Purple, the colour of our prayer cloth and candles, is the 
Church’s colour for preparation and sacrifice.  
The lighting of candles each week in Advent marks our 
growing anticipation of the coming of Christ, Light of the 
World. 
The King is coming, and we want to be ready! 
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