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olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Mon 23 Mar  Yr 2 ACMI Excursion 
Tues 24 Mar 6.30 Reconciliation 
Parent Night 
Wed 25 Mar  5.00pm Foundation 
Family Picnic 
Thurs 26 Mar Catholic Education & 
Harmony Weeks - wear cultural 
dress, cultural colours and/or or-
ange  
Thur 2 Apr End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Mon 20 Apr Closure Day - Profes-
sional Development for Staff 
(Literacy). No School for the chil-
dren 
Tues 21 Apr Start of Term 2 
Wed 22 Apr 7.00pm Student Well-
being Parent Info Session 
 

2026 Professional Development 
Days for staff 

Term 2 
Mon 20 April - Literacy Focus 
Fri 5 June - Report Writing 
(Semester 1) 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 1 - Thur 2 April  
Term 2 - Fri 26 June  
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations 
(First Semester Reports) 
Wed 24 and Thur 25 June 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 3 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 29 April at 6.00pm 
Year 4 Eucharist 
Sunday 17 May at 10.30am 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm 

Friends 

Jesus, when you were on earth you had many friends. You were kind to them you 
loved them, and you forgave them when they let you down. 

We are your friends, too, you are kind to us, you love us, and you forgive us when 
we let you down. 

Thank you, Jesus, for our friends. Help us to be kind to them,, to love them, and to 
forgive them when they let us down. 

We pray that one day we may join all your friends, and all our friends, with you in 
heaven. Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families,  
 
What a wonderful and eventful week it has been in our school community! It has 
been a time filled with adventure, excitement, and rich learning experiences for 
many of our students. 
 
A particular highlight was the Year 1 excursion to Werribee Mansion. Our youngest 
students embraced the opportunity with great enthusiasm, curiosity, and joy.     
Experiences like these bring learning to life and create lasting memories. 
 
We extend our sincere thanks to the parents who generously volunteered their 
time to support the Year 1 excursion. Your presence and assistance are deeply   
appreciated. It is truly heartening to have such a strong community of families who 
are willing to be part of these meaningful and exciting experiences. Your support 
helps make these opportunities possible for our students. 
 
Camp 
Our Year 5 and 6 students also had an    
incredible time away on camp. I had the 
wonderful opportunity to briefly join them 
and witness firsthand the courage and enthusiasm on display. Students and staff 
alike challenged themselves in many ways, showing bravery as they participated in 
activities such as the giant swing and flying fox. It was inspiring to see so many   
students stepping outside their comfort zones and fully engaging in these            
experiences. 
 
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our dedicated 
staff who went above and beyond to ensure that every student 
was safe, supported and encouraged throughout the camp. 
Their commitment allowed students to not only enjoy the       
experience but also grow as individuals. It is through working 
together that opportunities like these become powerful and lasting memories. 
These are the moments that stay with our students for years to come. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Road Works Update 
I was contacted by the council this week to inform us that the final stages of road works 
on Station Place will be taking place next week Monday 23 – Friday 27 March. 
During this time, there will be significant disruption, with minimal access to Station Place. 
Heavy and often noisy machinery will be operating throughout the week as the road   
surface is rebuilt. 
I kindly ask all members of our community to exercise extra caution when walking near the area. Where pos-
sible, I strongly encourage families to avoid using the paths along Station Place to ensure everyone’s safety. 
Thank you in advance for your support and patience. I understand that these disruptions may add extra time 
to your morning and afternoon routines. To assist with this, staff will remain on duty at the school gates a 
little longer each morning and afternoon. 
We appreciate your cooperation as these important works are completed. 
 
Winter Uniform 
The winter uniform is now available for purchase. 
If you are a Foundation or new family and would like to book a fitting for your child, please 
contact the school office to arrange a suitable time. 
Please note that a small number of items have increased in price due to rises from the    
manufacturer. Where possible, the school has made every effort to keep prices the same and 
has only adjusted those items where additional supplier costs have been incurred. 
Updated pricing is available through the QKR App. 
Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 
 
A Warm Welcome 
It is with great pleasure that I introduce a new member of our staff, 
Miss Connie D’orazio, who will be joining us as a Learning Support 
Officer from Monday next week. 
Miss Connie D’orazio is an experienced LSO who enjoys working with students of all ages. She brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience and is very much looking forward to becoming part of our school     
community. 
I am sure you will join me in giving her a warm Our Lady’s welcome and making her feel at home. Please take 
the opportunity to introduce yourself when you see her around the school. We are delighted to have her join 
our team. 
 
As we come to the end of the week, I extend my sincere thanks to our students, staff, and families for the 
warmth, care, and commitment you bring to our school each day. 
 
It is through our shared support and strong sense of community that our school continues to be such a     
welcoming and positive place for all. The way we work together and look out for one another truly makes a 
difference. 
 
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend. 



ST MARY MacKILLOP AWARD 

Congratulations to the recipients of our St Mary MacKillop Award for March 2026. 

Congratulations to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Kitty M 4H 

Justice Peace Respect Service Courage Compassion 

Fourth Week of Lent 
(Week beginning Monday 16 March) 

 

This Lent, our school community has answered the call to Unite Against Poverty as part of Caritas Australia’s 

Project Compassion. We are proud to join thousands of others across Australia to create real, lasting change for 

people like Manaini. 
  

Manaini is a mother of six and a grandmother of two living in rural Fiji. Life has always been a struggle - holding 

back tears, she shared: “The thing I worry about the most is my children’s education. The 

requirements that need to be met are hard for me to try and achieve with my daily income”.  

 

Thanks to the generosity of schools like ours, Manaini joined training offered by Caritas 

Australia’s local partner, FRIEND. Through the program, she learnt food processing skills 

to transform leftovers from crops into flour, improving her family’s nutrition and increasing 

her weekly income to support her children’s education. “The project totally changed the life 

of my family and even the community,” Manaini said. 

 

Watch Manaini’s story HERE to see how the actions of our school community today can 

create a lasting legacy of impact and change that will be felt for generations to come.  

 

There is still time for you to be a part of that legacy - will you join us and stand with peo-

ple like Manaini this Lent? 

 

Please donate today. 

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the donation boxes or by scanning the QR code to donate 
online. 

You can also donate:  
Online at: projectcompassion.org.au 
By phone at: 1800 024 413 

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArF4GhfrF30
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/


Catholic Education Week - 15-22 March 2026  

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

from 15-22 March 2026.  

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great 

things that take place in Catholic schools everyday.  

The theme for this year’s celebrations is,  

“Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick”.  

This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in 

Melbourne. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, our mother Church, is named after the saint of Ireland.  

Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the 

strength of the sector.  

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 

community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and walk the way of the 

gospel to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.  

There are 335 Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne that educate around 150,000 stu-

dents and employ more than 20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education 

Week in some way.  

 

Our school is planning activities in order to celebrate Catholic Education and Harmony Week. 

 

On Thursday 26th March children will be invited to dress in cultural 

dress, cultural colours and/or orange in order to celebrate the diversity 

in our community for Catholic Education and Harmony Week. 



 
 
 
 
 

Sylvee V - House Captain Speech (Chisholm House) 
 
Good afternoon fellow students and teachers, 
 
My name is Sylvee. I would like to be considered as House Captain this year because I am or-
ganised, kind,, respectful, encouraging, a good listener, fair and treat everyone equally. As I 
have been an acrobat for 5 years, now competing on a state level, I have learned how to work 
in a team, ensuring everyone gets a fair go. I know how to work through challenges, I also 
know how to be supportive of others and work well under pressure. I have also learned how to be a great 
cheerleader of others. 
 
Last year I was chosen as sports person of the year and I won the Mary MacKillop Award for demonstrating 
the School Gospel Values of Peace, Respect and Courage. I represented the school in cross country running 
and interschool sports. I also was part of a group of girls who helped Miss Pina in the Art Room and I was a 
dance leader in the school production. 
If I were chosen to be House Captain I would like to set up a cheer squad for each house colour and create 
appropriate games for all ages, ensuring everyone is included. I would also like to set up competitions for 
break times, help set up the sport equipment and provide lots of support for my team. 
 
I believe I would excel as House Captain because I have already demonstrated the qualities of a leader when 
I have helped teachers with special jobs, following the rules and making things fair. 
 
If I weren't chosen as House Captain I would like to be considered as a Faith Leader. I am a Catholic and 
attend Mass outside of school. I would like to help out in the church because I am religious and believe in 
God. I have attended St Patrick’s Cathedral representing our school. I understand how mass works and 
would like to help the Priests during mass times. 
 
Thank you for listening and for considering me for these positions. 
 

Evie H - House Captain Speech (Chisholm House) 
 

Hi, I’m Evie and I’m running to be a School Captain. I want to be a role model people can look 
up to. 
 
 If I’m voted to be a school captain I’ll try to convince Mrs Madigan to get a chicken coop. a 
chicken would be good for students wellbeing and it teaches them how to take care of valua-
ble things. We could do one big fundraiser to buy everything and then we’ll do monthly fund-
raisers to continue to pay for everything. I’ve already shown leadership by helping to fill out paperwork to 
get a grant for the school mural that will be worked on soon. 
 
If you don’t think I’m suitable for this role, please vote for me to be a House Captain or a DDT Leader. I’d be 
good at being a House Captain because I’m sporty and I won Sportsperson of the Year I Foundation which 
proves I was enthusiastic from the start. I’d also be good at DDT Leader because I’d sometimes help my 
teacher and classmates with technology last year. 
 
I want everyone to feel safe and for them to know they can be uniquely themselves. Thank you for listening 
to my speech and please vote for me. 



JUMPERS 
5 - $52.00         6 - $53.00        
7 - $55.00        8 - $57.00        
9 - $59.00        10 - $61.00     
12 - $63.00      14 - $65.00     
16 - $67.00      18 - $69.00 

 TROUSERS -Double knee 

4  6  8 10  12  14  16  18 
$40.00 

 

SHIRT 

Short Sleeve Open Neck 

4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18 
$26.50 

 SOCKS 

Cotton/Nylon Anklet – 

School Colours 

9 – 12       13 – 3      2– 8 

$10.00 

 

NAVY WINTER TUNIC 
4   6  8   10  12  14  16 

$54.00 

 SLACKS 

4  6  8  10  12  14  16 

$40.00 

 

SKIVVIES 
6  8  10  12  14  16 

$17.50 

 TIGHTS 
3-5    

6-9   

10-12   

SMALL LADIES          $7.50 

 

WINDCHEATER WITH 
SCHOOL LOGO 
4  6  8  10  12  14  16 

$32.00 

 TRACKSUIT PANT – RIBBED 
CUFF, DOUBLE KNEE 
4  6  8  10  12  14  16 

$30.00 

 

SPORT POLO T-SHIRT 
WITH SCHOOL LOGO 
4  6  8  10  12  14  16 

$26.00 

 RUGBY SPORT SHORTS 

(Draw cord) & SKORTS 

4  6  8  10  12  14  16 

$25.00 

 

BEANIE 

One size 

$13.00 

 WET WEATHER JACKET 

6  8  10  12  14 

$50.00 

 

SCHOOL BAG WITH 
SCHOOL LOGO 
ONE SIZE  

$60.00 

 ART SMOCKS 

SMALL     MED    LARGE 

$20.00 

 

LIBRARY BAGS 

ONE SIZE 

$8.50 

   

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL SUNSHINE 
2026 WINTER UNIFORM PRICE LIST - ALL AVAILABLE NOW ON QKR 



 

Student Wellbeing Parent 

Information evening 
 

Focus: Zones of Regulation; Self-

regulation; Executive Functioning; Ways 

you can help at home. 
 

Aimed mainly at new families to our school, especially parents of children in 

years F-1 and for families who did not attend a similar evening in 2024. 
 

When: Wednesday 22nd 

April at 7:00pm 

 




















