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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Fri 17 March 
National Day of Action Against 
Bullying and Violence 
Parish Movie 
Wed 22 March 
Foundation BBQ 
Tues 28 March 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 
3.00pm outside Canteen 
Fri 31 March 
Holy Week Paraliturgy 2.30pm 
End of Term 1 at 3.15pm 
Tues 18 April 
Professional Learning for Staff 
(Reporting 2017) No school 
for the children 
Wednesday 19 April  
Term 2 begins 
Fri 21 April 
Easter Resurrection Assembly 
2.30pm 
Mon 24 April 
ANZAC Day Assembly 2.30pm 
Tues 25 April 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
 

SACRAMENTS 2017 
Eucharist 
Sun 11 June 4G 
Sun 18 June 4H 
Reconciliation 
Thursday 14 September 
Confirmation 
Friday 17 November 

On March 17 we celebrate Saint Patrick.  
This saint travelled all over Ireland teaching people. 

God of all people, we celebrate Saint Patrick and all he means to us. Saint Patrick 
told the people of Ireland about the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Saint Pat-
rick baptized people and built churches. Saint Patrick shared his faith with others 
so they would know you. Saint Patrick told the people of Ireland the good news 
of your love. Help us to be like Saint Patrick and share the good news of Jesus 

Christ with others in our world. Amen 

Who do you say I am?‘   Matthew 16:15 
Dear Parents, 
As you know Our Lady’s school is committed to encouraging parent involvement as all 
research shows that children benefit from their parents’ involvement with their school. 
Joining the Parents and Friends Committee is one of the many ways that you could be-
come more involved. 
Last Wednesday we held our Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting and a new 
committee was elected. Our new committee consists of: 
President – Anne Hubbard       Vice-President – Lyndal Acreman     Treasurer – Leonie Kirk 
Secretary - Sonya McCartin     Assistant Secretary - Fiona Tarquinio 
I would like to congratulate the new committee members for their generosity in com-
mitting to giving up their time to attend meetings, work to organise fund raising events 
throughout the year and provide fun and exciting experiences for the children of Our La-
dy’s School.  
It is important to acknowledge the work of our past President Sue Brown who has worked 
tirelessly over the years  and has decided that this year she will continue her involvement,  
but not be officially on the committee. Sue has very generously offered to continue to run 
the Second Hand Uniform Stalls each term and to organise the Bunnings Barbeque fund 
raising event in 2017. 
I would also like to thank all those parents who helped out with the many events that the 
Parents and Friends had organised last year. We know how difficult it is to find time in our 
busy lives and it was tremendous that you gave up your time to make these events as suc-
cessful as they were. Last year you helped to raise $5685.55 for the school. We urge you 
to continue to support the current committee this year. We advertise our Parents and 
Friends meetings and you are always welcome to come along. 

Our Lady’s School Is Committed to having a  
Zero Tolerance to Bullying of any form 

At Our Lady’s we promote a safe environment where individuals may grow 
and develop. The modelling of positive behaviour and anti-bullying 
strategies at Our Lady’s has become an important aspect of student 
learning. We aim to: 
 Assist in the prevention, reduction and response of bullying be-

haviour (including cyber bullying) 
 Promote a proactive attitude to and clear understanding of pro-

cedures to be taken when addressing allegations of bullying 
 Facilitate a consistent approach to the management of bullying 

and/or incidences 
 Ensure the safety and well-being of all staff and students in an environment free 

from bullying, harassment, intimidation and victimization. 
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Redesigning Our Lady’s Curriculum using 
The Horizons of Hope Educational Framework (Catholic Education Melbourne)  

The Victorian Curriculum 

The New Religious Education Framework 

 
 
 
Throughout the process 
we considered the  
following questions: 
 
What is essential for our 
learners to know? 

 

What will our renewed 
curriculum offer our 
learners? 

 

How to ensure an effec-
tive learning progression 
in RE, English and Math-
ematics? 

 

How will we clearly re-
port/communicate the 
students’ achievements 
to parents in 2017? 

Last Friday the staff of Our Lady’s school were engaged in redesigning the 

Our Lady’s school English, Mathematics and Religious Education curriculum 

so that it is aligned with the following new and contemporary core docu-

ments: Horizons of Hope, New Victorian Curriculum and the new Religious 

Education Framework.  

The staff collaborated together and engaged in much professional dialogue 

in order to make sure that our curriculum will meet the diverse needs of 

our students, be rigorous, relevant and purposeful.  

During the day we were also engaged in re-designing our current written 

reports so that they more accurately reflect the renewed curriculum and 

communicate students’ achievements. We will continue this critical work 

on Tuesday the 18th of April which is our next school closure day.  



Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Catering for Diversity of Interests during Lunchtimes 
 

At Our Lady’s school we have organised a variety of lunchtime clubs and activities to cater to the diverse needs and in-
terests of our students. During the week the students can choose to spend their lunchtimes participating in the follow-
ing: The Our Lady’s School Choir, The Glee Club, The Games Club, The Coding Club or the activity centre at MacKillop 
Village.  
Below you see Ms Carmel working with the ‘Expert Coding Group’ with Hunter, Jake, Khaeden, Oskar and, Alannah and 
who are trialling our new Scratch Coding equipment so that they can share that with the students who attend the Cod-
ing Club. 

What is Coding? 
Coding is now a part of the new Victorian Curriculum. It is embedded in the learning areas of Mathematics and Digital 
Technologies. Computers are amazing but they can’t think for themselves (yet!). They require people to give them in-
structions.  
Coding is a list of step-by-step instructions that get computers to do what you want them to do. Coding makes it possi-
ble for us to create computer software, games, apps and websites. 
Coders, or programmers, are people who write the programmes behind everything we see and do on a computer. 
When children learn to code, it helps them to develop essential skills such as problem solving, logic and critical thinking. 
Through coding, children can learn that there’s often more than one way to solve a problem, and that simpler and more 
efficient solutions are often better. Learning to code encourages children to become creators, not just consumers, of 
the technology they use. 
While learning to code at the primary school level, children are encouraged to think critically and strategically to solve 
problems—often simple puzzles like getting an onscreen character to move around a maze.  



2019 YEAR 7 ENROLMENT TO CATHOLIC COLLEGES 

 

In response to rising demand for secondary college places, please be re-

minded that the timing of the Year 7 enrolment process will change for the 

2019 intake. The revised timing is designed to broaden the opportunity for all Catholic children and their 

families to enrol at their secondary school of choice or to be provided with suitable options if a first prefer-

ence is not obtained. The change allows more time for those families seeking places in high-demand areas to 

obtain a place at a Catholic secondary college if application to a preferred college is unsuccessful. 

2019 enrolments to Catholic Secondary Colleges Important Dates 

March 2017 - Applications to colleges open for Year 5 students 

25 August 2017 - All applications to Catholic colleges close 

13 October 2017 - Offers of places to prospective Year 7 students are to be posted 

27 October 2017 - The final date for families to accept offers made. 

 
Tomorrow, Friday 17th March is National Day against Bullying and Violence.  Many schools around Australia 
are registered so we can have a united front together.  Your child will be 
receiving a wristband to wear towards the end of the week at school.  The 
wristbands are a terrific and colourful way to show our support. Your child 
will also receive a ‘Take a Stand Together Student Pocket Card’ which pro-
vides tips and strategies for students when dealing with a possible bullying 
issue.  

On another Wellbeing matter, next week is our Annual Community Wellbeing 
Week.  All students will have two sessions of learning with external facilitators and 
their classroom teacher. 
At the start of the week, all children will be having a Resilience Building and Drama 

session.  Towards the end of the week, all students will be participating in a Yoga session which will explore 
the importance increasing flexibility and strength as well as calming and controlling our minds and bodies. 
Both of these sessions are a great way to promote different aspects of wellbeing.  
 
Last week, at our Professional Learning Day, I introduced ‘Brainbreaks’ to 
our staff. Brainbreaks are short lesson ‘interruptions’ to enable a renewed 
focus on learning. It is a way for all individuals to ‘get their brain ready’ for 
learning again. Classroom teachers will use several brainbreaks throughout 
the day to recharge students’ so they are ready for the next learning session.  There are two different forms 
of brainbreaks:  Positive escalation: to increase student energy if they are looking tired or feeling ‘flat’ and 
Positive de-escalation: to calm/centre students if they are escalated. It would be great for you to ask your 
child about the brainbreaks they did in their classroom this week.  
 
Regards 
Christine Carabott 
Deputy Principal & Student Wellbeing Leader 

Curriculum Matters 



 

YMCA CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS OSHC 
 
PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE 

A variety of seasonal fruit and vegetables are always offered to children for afternoon snack! A variety of arts, crafts, board 
games, construction, recreational activities, sensory and imaginary play opportunities are available every day for children to 
choose.  Homework & Home Readers Time – Our YMCA staff are there to encourage home readers and homework and most 
days we set aside a time to encourage this!  
If you or someone else is picking up your child (children) early from school and they are not attending the after school care, 
please let OSHC Team know. Please remember children need to bring their school hat (Broadbrim or Legionaries Hat) from 1 st 
September to 1st May and sunscreen will need to be applied when playing outside. 
Bookings and Cancellations:   It is important to book your child’s place so we can plan and expect their arrival at Before and 
After School Care.  To ensure the safety of your child please notify us of any absences or additional days of care via the My Family 
Lounge Portal http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/enrol/my-family-lounge-sign-in.html  As a reminder please note that 
the cancellation period of 7 days notice applies for all Before and After School Care bookings. For additional information on our 
program please visit http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/school-care/our- locations/our-ladys- ps.html 
There may be certain circumstances where children receive gifts or prizes throughout the year as part of our advertised programs. 
These occasions would be advertised on our program planners to provide parents/guardians with prior notification. Occasions 
where children may receive gifts/prizes as advertised are as follows: last day of school terms, end of year celebrations, designated 
holiday program days, cultural and festive celebration days and during organised program competitions.  Thank You, Brad and Our 
Lady’s OSHC Team 

For all Bookings and Cancellations 
please call us directly on 0401 700 401 
Email us: ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au 

For any Account Information please call our office on: 8371 0500 
www.childrensprograms.ymca.org.au 

Week 8: 20th March 2017  

DAY After School Care Activities Afternoon Tea 

Monday Staff: Brad, 
Hang 

Inside: Flower Creation Outside: Lava and Cricket 
Seasonal Fruit & Veggies 
Chocolate Balls 

Tuesday Staff: Brad, 
Lucette, Michelle 

Inside: Sports Bookmarks & Word Search Outside: 
Soccer Homework & Readers. 

Seasonal Fruit & Veggies 
Noodles 

Wednesday Staff: 
Brad, Hang, Chelsea 

Inside: Friendship Band Outside: Group Games 
Seasonal Fruit & Veggies 
Variety of biscuits 

Thursday Staff: Hang, 
Chelsea, Jennie 

Inside: Design Your Own Paper Face Outside: Free 
Play Homework + Readers 

Seasonal Fruit & Veggies 
Ricecrackers 

Friday Staff: Hang, 
Marlene, Chelsea 

Children’s Choice: Games, Activities Inside & Out 
Cooking Iced Biscuits with Marlene 

Seasonal Fruit & Veggies 
Dip, carrots, celery 

Foundation enrolments 

for 2018 are now open! 
If you have a child who will be starting at Our Lady’s in Foundation next year (2018), 

please come to the Office for an Enrolment folder. 

When you have filled it out, please come back to the Office 

with the Enrolment Form and all documentation and an 

appointment time will be made for you. 

Each year we have a waiting list and we do not want a 

sibling of an existing student to miss out. 

http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/enrol/my-family-lounge-sign-in.html


Our Lady’s Primary OSHC 

32 Station Place, Sunshine VIC 3020 

M: 0401 700 401 

E: ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au  

www.childrensprograms.ymca.org.au 

Tuesday 18th April 2017 

School Closure Day 

 

Outside School Hours Care – 8.30am to 6.00pm 

 

Our Lady’s OSHC would like to offer families the opportunity to enrol children into a full day of 

care on Tuesday 18th April 2017. 

For existing families, if you would like your child to attend, please enrol your child by seeing 

our OSHC Team in the OSHC Room and complete your details on the sign-up sheet or go 

online by Thursday 30th March 2017.  

For families who haven’t enrolled their children into Our Lady’s OSHC, please visit our online 

website http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/enrol/my-family-lounge-sign-in.html to 

complete the enrolment form, then email ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au to express your inter-

est, by Thursday 30th March 2017. 

 

The cost for the full day of care will be $59.00 per child minus CCB/CCR benefits. 

 

If we have 15 children booked in on the sign-up sheet, we will be able to go ahead with 

School Closure Day. 

 

However, if there are not enough children booked in, all parents/guardians, who placed their 

details on the sign-up sheet, will be notified by email on Friday 31st March, 2017 (last day of 

term 1). 

There will be arrange of activities during the day including but not limited to: 

Outside Play weather permitting  Free Play   Blocks, board and card games 
Art and Craft      Sporting Games 

If you have any questions please contact me in person or ring 0401 700 401 or email ourlady-

soshc@ymca.org.au  

Kind regards,  

Brad Lenahan, OSHC Coordinator 

http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/enrol/my-family-lounge-sign-in.html
mailto:ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au
mailto:ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au
mailto:ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au


Second-Hand Uniform Sale – Tuesday 28 March 

 

The Parents and Friends Committee is looking for donations of clean uniforms 

in good condition for the Term 1 second-hand uniform sale. If you have any-

thing to donate, please speak to Sue Brown, or email  

parents@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au to arrange drop off. 

 

The sale will be held straight after school on Tuesday 28 March (last week of term). If you can 

help at the stall please join us in front of the canteen at 3.00pm. 

 

Thanks, Our Lady’s P&F Committee 

mailto:parents@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au







