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Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Tues 17 Mar P&F AGM 
Wed 18-Fri 20 Mar Yrs 5/6 Camp 
Tues 24 Mar 6.30 Reconciliation 
Parent Night 
Wed 25 Mar  5.00pm Foundation 
Family Picnic 
Thurs 26 Mar Catholic Education & 
Harmony Weeks - wear cultural 
dress, cultural colours and/or or-
ange  
Thur 2 Apr End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Mon 20 Apr Closure Day - Profes-
sional Development for Staff 
(Literacy). No School for the chil-
dren 
Tues 21 Apr Start of Term 2 
Wed 22 Apr 7.00pm Student Well-
being Parent Info Session 
 

2026 Professional Development 
Days for staff 

Term 2 
Mon 20 April - Literacy Focus 
Fri 5 June - Report Writing 
(Semester 1) 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 1 - Thur 2 April  
Term 2 - Fri 26 June  
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations 
(First Semester Reports) 
Wed 24 and Thur 25 June 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 3 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 29 April at 6.00pm 
Year 4 Eucharist 
Sunday 17 May at 10.30am 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm Prayer of Thanks 

We must thank God who created all things. We should give God praise and thanks. 
God, Father and Creator, we give you thanks for the world and everything you have 

given us. 
We thank you for the warmth of the sun and the coolness of a gentle breeze. We 

thank you for the colours of the rainbow and the beauty of trees and flowers. 
We thank you for the love and kindness of the people in our lives. We thank you for 

the beauty of our world and the unending love that you have for us. 
Be with us in all that we do that our lives may give praise and glory to you. Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families,  
 
It was lovely to have the long weekend with the Public Holiday. I truly hope you were 
all able to enjoy some relaxing family time.  
 
With a four day school week, it certainly has been extremely busy, especially with the 
NAPLAN testing for our Year 3 and 5 students.  
 
On Wednesday the students commenced with the Writing 
NAPLAN test. The Year 3 tests were successfully completed as 
they are written in a booklet. All the Year 5 tests are completed 
online and unfortunately, as you would have heard from your 
child and on the news, there was a system error with the online platform.  
A huge thank-you to all our Year 5 teachers and students for their flexibility as we 
awaited for further instructions from VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment   
Authority). Eventually the students were successfully able to complete the test on the 
same day once we received communication from VCAA that the system was up and 
running again. We were so impressed with the resilience and adaptability our Year 5 
students demonstrated. On the next page, we have included the parent message 
shared from ACARA.   
 
I am happy to say that on Thursday all our Year 3 and 5 students were able to         
complete their reading test online. Thankfully there were no major platform issues as 
we experienced on Wednesday. In addition, students were able to complete the     
Conventions of Language test today. Hooray!! There will one more to go, being the 
Numeracy test on Monday. We will endeavour to complete catchups tests during the 
NAPLAN timeline for any students that have been away.  
 
In last week’s newsletter Mrs Madigan shared the news regarding our Year 6 School 
Leaders, as they were presented with a badge and certificate at last week’s assembly. 
Once again a huge congratulations to all our Year 6 students who have been given a 
position of leadership. Over the next few weeks, we will be sharing the student’s 
speeches as we were extremely impressed with their efforts. In this week’s newsletter, 
we have included the speeches from our four school captains, Bonnie, Olive, Andreas 
and Anthony.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


Warm regards, 

Christine Carabott 
Mrs Christine Carabott 
Deputy Principal 
ccarabott@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Message from ACARA 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
As you may have been made aware, NAPLAN testing was impacted 
on Wednesday morning by technical issues with the national          
assessment platform. 
 
ACARA, the national body that oversees testing, has confirmed that testing resumed sometime after the     
initial incident. 
 
ACARA recognises the significant impact to students disrupted during their NAPLAN writing assessments this 
morning, and for that we apologise unreservedly. 
 
Schools have been informed to continue NAPLAN testing as per their planned test schedules. ACARA will    
continue to work closely with states and territories to support students to complete their NAPLAN tests. 
 
Measures are in place to ensure students are not disadvantaged as a result of this technical issue. 
 
Should parents and carers have any further queries about the NAPLAN disruptions on Wednesday morning, 
they should contact their child’s school in the first instance. 
 
Kind regards, 
VCAA NAPLAN Helpdesk 
 
Easter Raffle 
Just a reminder about the Parents & Friends Easter Raffle .  
Tickets are on sale for $1.00 each on our QKR app. Raffle will be drawn on the last day of 
Term, Thursday April 2. 
 
Donations are still needed for raffle prizes! Easter themed books, arts, crafts, toys & 
chocolate can be dropped off to the office by Monday 30 March. 
 
Thank you to all the families who are already generously donated. 
 
Wishing all our families a wonderful weekend.  



 
 
 
 
Olive M - School Leader Speech 
 
Good morning everyone, my name is Olive from 6A and I’m very grateful to apply for School Leader, if not the 
Faith Leader role. I want to make positive differences to our school like organising fun events to make it a 
happy and safe place for students. 
 
This school is more than just a place to learn, it’s a community. That’s why I would like to take on the role of School Leader. I 
believe I would be a good leader because I show the School Gospel Values. For example; I show compassion by caring and 
having empathy for others. I’m courageous by being brave and going for things. I’m peaceful by not looking for conflict and 
being calm in stressful situations. I show respect by listening and speaking with appropriate words. I show service by taking 
on jobs eagerly and happily. Finally I show justice when speaking up when something seems wrong and by treating every-
one equally. 
 
On the faith side, I’m Catholic and I always donate to school charities like Project Compassion. I have demonstrated leader-
ship and responsibility throughout my time at school as well as home. Examples include being selected to attend St Patrick’s 
cathedral to represent our school with Ms Bertani last year in Year 5. I was also responsible for helping Ms Pina aet up the 
Art Room every morning in Year 5. This year I was chosen to help out on our school photo day and at home I do weekly 
chores, take care of my cat and lend a hand to anyone that needs help. Another example of how I’ve been a good leader 
was when my friend and I saw a Foundation student who was looking for her friends. We spent a whole break looking for 
them, we made someone happy, now she smiles and waves everyday when we see her. Like St Mary MacKillop said, ‘Never 
see a need without doing something about it.’ I love to help people because when I see other people happy it gives me joy. 
 
Thank you so much for listening, if I am chosen I will represent our School proudly and will do my best to help, care and 
make positive differences. 
 
Please consider me for this role. Thanks again! 
 
 
Anthony V - Leader Speech 
 
Good morning teachers and students, my name is Anthony. Today I will tell you why I will make a good faith 
Leader. 
 
Being a leader doesn’t mean to rule over everybody, it is about making positive changes, inspiring others 
and defining a clear path forward helping the team understand ‘why’. I want to help the school, grow my confidence, learn 
more of the School Gospel Values and get more knowledge about the Bible and God himself. 
 
Strengths are a big part of being a leader. For example Nelson Mandela, a former President of South Africa showed the 
strength of determination for not giving up after protesting for equality, democracy and human rights. Even after being im-
prisoned for 27 years he ended up stopping apartheid and stopped a civil war. My strengths are showing respect to my fel-
low classmates, being peaceful to the people around me and being loyal to family members, friends and teachers. 
 
In the past I have shown leadership by helping our Parish Priest as an altar server and standing up for friends, even if it was 
hard to. I also represented Our Lady’s at St Patrick’s Cathedral, winning Aussie of the Month in 2022 and I go to Church eve-
ry weekend. 
 
If I am chosen I would like to help teachers who need help with RE, deepen the faith of people who can’t understand reli-
gious things and help the Priests more as an altar server. 
 
I thank you all for listening to my speech as it allows me to build my confidence to do more things like this in the future. 
 



 
 
 
 

Andreas A – School Captain Speech 
 
Good afternoon fellow students, friends and teachers. As most of you already know, my name is Andreas. I 
am super thrilled to apply for the role of school captain. 
I would love to fulfill this role because I want to make a positive impact in my last year at this school, for all 
the students and in particular the preps, who are experiencing their first year at this school. 
I believe I would be a good leader as a School Captain for 2026 because I am always incredibly keen about new opportuni-
ties like this and I am a very responsible individual. For example, on certain days of the week I take 2 trains, each way, to get 
to school and back home. 
I love to challenge myself with a very busy weekly schedule that includes activities such as language, music and multiple 
sports. Yet I still make a strong effort to assist with duties at home, to help my family. 
 
On several occasions I have participated in Cross Country and Interschool Sports to proudly represent our school. In Cross 
Country I qualified for the second round, which I trained hard for in my personal time. In Interschool Sports the team I was 
part of qualified for the finals because we won all the games in our District. Additionally, I was nominated to attend St Pat-
rick’s Cathedral to represent our School, which I am very appreciative of. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge all the students and staff that help make this the wonderful school that it is. 
I am very passionate about our school and leadership values, which are: Justice, Courage, Compassion, Service, Peace, Re-
spect, Empathy, Honesty, Humility, Flexibility and Resilience. I make a strong effort to reflect these values in my day-to-day 
conduct and interactions with everyone at the school, to further inspire these values. 
 
If I am chosen for this role, I will contribute good ideas to the school, enhance our great environment, help the juniors learn 
positive attributes whilst also trying my best to be kind and an upstander. I am fully committed to do all I possibly can to 
positively contribute to the school, for all the students and the staff. 
I would love to be School Captain as I truly believe that I would do a great job for our School. If that opportunity is not pre-
sented to me, I would equally like to volunteer as Sports Captain. If I do get chosen for Sports Captain, I will host awesome 
events and tournaments, represent my House Colour and show great Sportsmanship. 
Thank you for listening to my speech. I would be honoured to represent our School as Sports captain or more desirably 
School Captain. 
 

Bonnie M - Leadership speech 
 
Hi my name is Bonnie M and I am trying out for the Role of school captain. I've been waiting since Founda-
tion for this moment to become a leader! Originally I was going to try and get into a good and helpful Com-
mittee, but when my teacher announced that they aren't happening anymore I was a bit bummed. But not 
for long, as soon as the opportunity of becoming a school captain that represents all the children of our 
school came up, I simply couldn't resist. The traits of a leader all resonate with me; my attitude, my inten-
tions and all that I want to participate in as a year six student! 
 
Responsibility- if you were to ask my peers if I was responsible then I'd guess the votes would be great! I love setting exam-
ples, helping my buddies and overall being mature, proactive and helpful-ever since I could remember. 
 
Every time an opportunity to help out came up I would simply put my hand up no matter the job or the reason. For example 
when the Year Sixes were away, I'd do their jobs, if anyone needed someone to run around the school to find something 
even if it wasn’t there - I’d do it. 
 
And finally confidence, even though I can be shy I've done many things that include being brave. Obviously this is one of 
them! I also did the play last year performing as two main characters. I helped out with applying for the mural, I've done 
cross country, interschool sports and much, much more. I focus on my work, just as I'd focus on our school, I want to be 
someone you can come up to, to talk about with all your challenges with the school, or other people, etc. 
 
I hope I did well, even if I don’t get this role because I know its hard to get, so I’m open to anything mostly the DDT com-
mittee. But remember if you vote for me, you also vote for you and your school so I hope I'll represent it well with some 
other amazing people. 
Thank you for listening and good luck to everyone who tries out for any kind of leadership role! 



Catholic Education Week - 15-22 March 2026  

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

from 15-22 March 2026.  

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great 

things that take place in Catholic schools everyday.  

The theme for this year’s celebrations is,  

“Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick”.  

This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in 

Melbourne. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, our mother Church, is named after the saint of Ireland.  

Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the 

strength of the sector.  

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 

community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and walk the way of the 

gospel to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.  

There are 335 Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne that educate around 150,000 stu-

dents and employ more than 20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education 

Week in some way.  

 

Our school is planning activities in order to celebrate Catholic Education and Harmony Week. 

 

On Thursday 26th March children will be invited to dress in cultural 

dress, cultural colours and/or orange in order to celebrate the diversity 

in our community for Catholic Education and Harmony Week. 



NForma Parent Portal — Absences 

Did you know you can let the school know of your child’s absence 

through the nForma Parent Portal in a couple of easy steps?? 

1. From the Dashboard, select your child who is absent that day: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In their profile click ‘MARK ATTENDANCE’ 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Select a REASON, the DATE and ADD A COMMENT. Hit SUBMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that then syncs with your child’s Classroom Roll. 

 

For any holidays or extended leave, please come into the Office to fill out the 

Notification of Absence form. 



 

Student Wellbeing Parent 

Information evening 
 

Focus: Zones of Regulation; Self-

regulation; Executive Functioning; Ways 

you can help at home. 
 

Aimed mainly at new families to our school, especially parents of children in 

years F-1 and for families who did not attend a similar evening in 2024. 
 

When: Wednesday 22nd 

April at 7:00pm 

 



Third Week of Lent 
(Week beginning Monday 9 March) 

 

Every dollar raised by our school community in support of Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion this Lent will help em-
power people across the world to build stronger, more resilient futures for themselves and their families. People just like 
Monoranjon.  
 

Monoranjon lives in a coastal village in southwest Bangladesh, one of the regions most affected by climate change. He and 
his family face extreme heat, cyclones and water scarcities, which often destroy his crops and threaten his livelihood.  
Things began to change when Monoranjon joined the Community Managed Sustainable Livelihoods and Resilience Pro-
gram run by Caritas Bangladesh, with the support of Caritas Australia. Through the program, he learnt climate-resilient 
farming techniques including organic vegetable cultivation and livestock vaccination, meaning he is now able to grow salt-
tolerant vegetables and raise livestock.  
Today, Monoranjon’s income has improved, allowing him to send his children to school and protect their futures from 
poverty. He also now teaches others in his village, inspiring further change and opportunity across the community.  
Watch Monoranjon’s story HERE to learn more about how our school is changing lives around the world - ensuring that 
people have the tools they need to face poverty, climate change and disaster. 
Will you join us and walk alongside people like Monoranjon this Lent? 

    
Please donate today. 

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the donation boxes or by scanning the QR code. 
Or online at: projectcompassion.org.au 
Or by calling: 1800 024 413 
Thank you for standing with us as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

ST MARY MacKILLOP AWARD 

Congratulations to the recipients of our St Mary MacKillop Award for March 2026. 

Congratulations to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Chi N 3E      Freddie L 2M 

Justice Peace Respect Service Courage Compassion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRSBcJ03Poo
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/













