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Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Mon 9 Mar Labour Day Public Holi-
day 
Wed 11 Mar NAPLAN begins for Yrs 
3&5 
Tues 17 Mar P&F AGM 
Wed 18-Fri 20 Mar Yrs 5/6 Camp 
Tues 24 Mar 6.30 Reconciliation 
Parent Night 
Wed 25 Mar  5.00pm Foundation 
Family Picnic 
Thur 2 Apr End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Mon 20 Apr Closure Day - Profes-
sional Development for Staff 
(Literacy). No School for the chil-
dren 
Tues 21 Apr Start of Term 2 
Wed 22 Apr 7.00pm Student Well-
being Parent Info Session 
 

2026 Professional Development 
Days for staff 

Term 2 
Mon 20 April - Literacy Focus 
Fri 5 June - Report Writing 
(Semester 1) 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 1 - Thur 2 April  
Term 2 - Fri 26 June  
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations 
(First Semester Reports) 
Wed 24 and Thur 25 June 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 3 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 29 April at 6.00pm 
Year 4 Eucharist 
Sunday 17 May at 10.30am 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm Prayer for our Student Leaders 

We lift up our young student leaders, asking that You bless them with wisdom, integrity, 
and a compassionate heart. Guide them to serve their peers with humility and to foster a 

school environment that is inclusive and kind. 
Grant them the strength to stand firm in their convictions, the courage to innovate, and 

the perseverance to keep going when they feel overwhelmed.  
Help them to be role models who make positive impacts on their school and community. 

Protect them from burnout, and fill them with energy and joy. May their leadership be 
marked by service, and may they grow into the leaders they are destined to be. Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

School Newsletter – Celebrating Our Learning Together 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Members of our School Community, 
Over the past few weeks, our school community has been busy with some exciting 
learning initiatives, and I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our 
dedicated staff for the energy, commitment and care they continue to bring to 
their work each day. Their willingness to embrace new ideas and continually reflect 
on their practice ensures that our students receive the very best learning             
opportunities. 
 
Reminder No school on Monday March 9, it is a Public Holiday. 
 
UFLI Foundations: 
A special thank you goes to our Foundation–Year 2 teachers 
who have been working hard to introduce a new literacy    
approach called UFLI Foundations – Australian Edition. This 
program supports students as they learn the important    
building blocks of reading. 
UFLI Foundations teaches reading in a clear and structured 
way. Students learn how letters and sounds work together 
and practise these skills step-by-step so they can read words 
with growing confidence. The program is carefully sequenced so that children build 
their knowledge gradually, giving them plenty of opportunities to practise and 
strengthen their reading skills. 
 
While the program is used as part of everyday classroom learning in the early 
years, it is also a helpful approach for supporting students who may need extra 
help with reading. 
We are excited about the positive impact this program is already having and are 
grateful to our teachers for the time and care they have invested in implementing 
it so thoughtfully. 
 
The school is committed to ensuring all students have access to high-quality     
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reading materials that support our literacy programs while also offering a wide range of genres to foster a 
love of reading. To support this, we have invested in the purchase of new reading materials for 2026.         
Ensuring our school is well resourced to support student learning will always remain a priority. 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of our wonderful school community. Together, we continue 
to nurture a love of learning in our students. 
 
Cyber Safety will be explicitly taught in the school: 

We are also excited to announce that our school has been 
accepted to participate in the Cyber Safe Classroom      
program for all students from Foundation to Year 6. This 
program has been fully endorsed and financially supported by our governing body, Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools (MACS), we are grateful for the opportunity to be selected to participate in this initiative.  
 
This program is designed to help students grow and thrive in the digital world. It focuses on supporting     
children to develop safe, responsible and positive behaviours when using technology and engaging online. 
Building these skills is an important part of supporting students’ wellbeing and helping them navigate the 
digital spaces that are such a regular part of their lives. 
 
Teachers will receive professional learning and will then deliver the program modules to students during 
class time. Some specific and explicit learning will also take place during our Digital Design and Technology 
(DDT) lessons, led by Mr Buttigieg. 
 
There will also be an opportunity for parents and carers to learn more about the program at a later date. This 
session will provide helpful insights and practical strategies to support your child’s safe use of technology at 
home. Further details about the evening will be shared soon. 
 
Road Works Update (Station Street) 
Late on Wednesday evening, we were contacted by the supervisor overseeing the current road works 
affecting Station Place. After careful discussion, and with student safety as our highest priority, we requested 
consideration and support from the road crew during school pick-up and drop-off times. 
 
We are pleased to share that the crew has agreed, where possible, to open the road at the beginning and 
end of the school day to assist families with access. 
Electronic message boards (VMS boards) have been placed at the top of Station Road to provide up-to-date 
information regarding road access. 
 
Please note that when Station Street is open, it will operate as a one-way street heading towards Victoria 
Street. We kindly ask all drivers to follow the signage, avoid making U-turns, and drive slowly in the area. 
Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us keep our children safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

School Leaders for 2026: 
It is with great pleasure that we announce our School Leaders for 2026. 
All senior students who expressed interest in taking on a leadership role have worked 
thoughtfully through the process of reflecting on why they would like to be leaders, the 
qualities they possess to fulfil the role, and the responsibilities that come with leadership. 
Each student prepared and presented a speech to the leadership team. We were          incredibly impressed 
by the way students confidently and thoughtfully articulated their ideas, their strengths, and their hopes for 
contributing positively to our school if given the opportunity to lead. 
Every leadership position carries a level of responsibility and expectation. The students clearly demonstrated 
their understanding that these roles call them to lead by example and to uphold the values of our school of 
Justice, Peace, Respect, Service, Courage and Compassion, while modelling the expectations outlined in our 
Student Code of Conduct. 
We congratulate all students who put themselves forward for leadership and thank them for their courage 
and commitment to our school community. We wish our 2026 leaders every success and offer them our 
school blessing as they carry out their roles in a faith-filled and positive way. 
 
Congratulations to… 
School Leaders 
School Leaders are students who represent the whole student body and 
work closely with the principals. They help write and present speeches at 
assemblies and special events, welcome visitors, and model positive be-
haviour for the whole school. This role is perfect for students who are 
confident, responsible, and proud to represent their school. 
Anthony, Olive, Bonnie, Andreas 
 

Sport House Leaders 
Sport House Leaders support Ms Jo by helping set up and pack away 
equipment for PE lessons and events. They assist with major events like 
Athletics Day and interschool sports, and they help organise fun 
lunchtime competitions. This role suits students who enjoy sport,      team-
work, and encouraging others to participate. 
(Green) Vincent, Samantha (Red) Sylvee, Evie, (Blue) Laura, Davyd 
(Yellow) Makeui, Joanne 
 

Faith Leaders 
Faith Leaders work with Mrs Cuni to support the spiritual life of the school. They 
help plan and lead social justice initiatives such as charity drives, assist with Masses 
and liturgies, and may read the Gospel at assemblies. This role is ideal for students 
who are compassionate, respectful, and passionate about helping others. 
David, Mila, Ethan, Catherine M, Sophia, Ben 
 

DDT Leaders 
DDT Leaders work with Mr Buttigieg to support technology at school events. They 
help create slideshows for assemblies and special occasions, set up digital        
equipment for Masses and events, and assist with signing in parents at school   
functions. This role is great for students who enjoy technology, problem-solving, 
and helping things run smoothly. 
Dylan, Oliver, Ava, Lincoln, Louis, Ella 









Second Week of Lent (Week beginning Monday 2 March) 

 

This Lent, we are proud to support Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion and to stand in solidarity with 
school communities across the world who have their education disrupted by the daily struggle for clean, 
safe water. 
 
This week, we’re introduced to Sisilia, a 13-year-old girl from Tanzania. Sisilia supported her mother by 
walking long distances three times a day to fetch water. The water was unsafe, causing frequent illness, 
and the long walks left Sisilia exhausted and struggling to focus on her studies. 
 
Thanks to Project Compassion and the support of schools like ours, Sisilia’s school and 
village now have safe clean water taps. This means it takes Sisilia just two minutes to 
collect water, giving her more time to learn so she can fulfil her dreams of one day be-
coming a pilot.  
 
“I’d like to fly to different countries and pass through the sky.” – said Sisilia. “Also, I 
want to help my family live a better life. If I can study without spending so much time 
fetching water, I know I can achieve my dream.” 
 
Watch Sisilia’s story HERE to learn more about how our school’s support of Project 
Compassion helps to create ripples of change that are felt by our fellow students, 
teachers and parents across the world.  
 
Will you stand with students like Sisilia this Lent?   

Please donate today. 
You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the donation boxes or by scanning the QR code to do-
nate online. You can also donate: Online at: projectcompassion.org.au By phone at: 1800 024 413 

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIH3CgX4VxY
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/










Western Bulldogs School Holiday Program – Registrations Open!  

Looking for a fun and active way to keep the kids moving these school holidays? The Western Bulldogs School 
Holiday Program is packed with exciting games, footy skill sessions, and teamwork activities designed to help 
kids build confidence, make new friends, and enjoy the game. 

Open to boys and girls aged 4–12, the program welcomes all abilities and experience levels - whether your 
child is new to footy or already loves the game. 

 Location: Mission Whitten Oval, Footscray 

 Dates: Friday 10 & 17 April, 9am-3pm 

Give your child a memorable school holiday experience with the Bulldogs! 

 Register here: 
https://play.afl/club-finder-map?formats=holiday_programs&orgId=0ca3ed80-4d11-40bf-b4c4-
4b9b740f8a14 
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