
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
4 March 2022 

www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday  5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10:45am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.30pm, Sunday 12.30pm 
Chin: Sunday 2.30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Dear Parents, 
I have no doubt that you have been shocked at the war that has broken out in Ukraine. This week 
the teachers and students have been praying for the people of Ukraine and the people of Burma 
(Myanmar), praying for peace to be restored. Peace is one of the Our Lady’s School gospel values 
and today as I’m writing to you is the World Day of Prayer. I hope you can join us at 2:30pm in the 
school yard today as we gather together for our first outdoor assembly. 
Today’s assembly will focus on praying for peace around the world but in particular in Burma 
(Myanmar) where many of our families have come from and still have relatives. Today the Our La-
dy’s School community has collaborated together and donated money to support the people of 
Myanmar who are forced to flee their villages to escape the violence. Once again you have shown 
immense generosity and at this point I can say that we have raised a little over $1800.This amount 
may increase before the end of the day but it is a tremendous effort. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Mon 7 Mar School Photos 
Mon 14 Mar Labour Day Public 
Holiday 
Tues 15 Mar 2023 Foundation 
Enrolments open 
Mon 28 Mar Whole School Mass 
in the Church at 9.00am 
Wed 30 Mar 5.30-7.00pm Foun-
dation Blessing & Picnic 
Wed 30 Mar - Fri 1 Apr Year 6 
Camp 
Wed 6 Apr Last day of term 1 for 
students 
Wed 6 April 7.00pm P&F AGM 
Thurs 7 April: First Aid Training 
for Staff (Level 2, Anaphylaxis, 
CPR, Asthma). No school for the 
children 
Friday 8 April: RE Professional 
Development with Fr Richard 
Leonard. No school for the chil-
dren 
Tues 26 Apr First day of Term 2 
Thur 28 Apr  Open Day for Foun-
dation 2023 
Wed 2 May 7.00pm PAB AGM 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE 2022 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS 
(students do not attend school): 
Thurs 7 April: First Aid Training 
for Staff (Level 2, Anaphylaxis, 

CPR, Asthma) 
Friday 8 April: RE Professional 
Development with Fr Richard 

Leonard 
Wednesday 1 June: Literacy Fo-
cus Professional Development 

with Deb Sukarna 
Thursday 23 June: Three Way 

Learning Conversations (students 
attend at their appointment 

time) 
Monday 31 October: Report 

Writing 
SACRAMENT DATES 

Thurs Mar 10 7.00pm Reconcilia-
tion (Year 3) 

Sun 22 May 10.30am Eucharist 
4G 

Sun 29 May 10.30am Eucharist 
4H 

Fri 29 July 7.00pm Confirmation 
(Year 6) 

‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you to fish for people.’ At once they 
left their nets and followed him. Matthew 4:19-20 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Ash Wednesday Prayer 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. We should pray to start the season right. 

Jesus, Saviour and Redeemer, Wednesday was Ash Wednesday and the beginning of 
Lent. 

We pray that we may walk with you in faith, hope and love through the weeks of Lent. 
Help us to grow in faith during this holy season and to be people of prayer always. May 

we be aware of the needs of others so that we can reach out to them in your name. 
turn our hearts and our footsteps toward your kingdom of peace and justice. We pray 

this through your Holy Spirit of love who shows us the way to the Father. Amen 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE OUR LADY’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY FOR RAISING 

over $1800 
TO SUPPORT PEOPLE IN BURMA (MYANMAR) WHO ARE BEING DISPLACED BY 

WAR.  
Your generosity will make a difference to the lives of 

many people and children. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Li Li F 6A 
Archie S 3F 
Max H 6B 
Cristian M 6A 
Billie F FI 
Bethany L 6B 
Hanna L 3F 
Kira N FI 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL - AN OUTWARD FACING LEARNING COMMUNITY 
This week the school reconnected with the parent community by welcoming them back onto the school 
grounds and also with our local community and with our church as the students went to Our Lady’s Church 
to celebrate Ash Wednesday. The Year 2 students went on a neighbourhood walk to investigate our rich and 
diverse local community and the Year 3 students went on an excursion to CERES Community Environment 
Park in Brunswick to experience and learn more about the culture of the Aboriginal people in the area. I 
would recommend all parents to visit the park with their children as it is a wonderful way to spend an after-
noon. 
On Thursday a Parent/Child Information night was held at school in preparation for the Year 3 students to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation next Thursday at 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Church. Thank you to all the 
parents who attended the evening and to Kriss Oliver (RE/Learning and Teaching Leader), the Year 3 teachers 
Karen Everson and Josh Howarth who organised the evening. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
This Wednesday the Year 4, 5 and 6 students celebrated Ash Wednesday in the Our 
Lady’s Church. The Years 1, 2 and 3 students held a Paraliturgy in their classrooms. Ash 
Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Lent is a period of preparation for Easter, 
which lasts for forty days. We remember how Jesus spent forty days in the desert pray-
ing and fasting. Lent is a time for us to come to know Jesus more closely. People often 
think of Lent as a time for giving things up, but perhaps this year we can think of Lent 
as a time to show Love and learn more about the Love Jesus Christ has for us and how 
we can live out the Our Lady’s school Gospel Values below: 
 

With Faith and love we are people of: 
Peace   Service   Respect   Courage   Compassion   Justice 

 
I would like to say a big thank you to all the Year 4 ,5 and 6 students who attended the Ash Wednesday Mass. 
Your behaviour was respectful and prayerful. Father Peter and many of the parishioners made many positive 
comments about how polite and well mannered the students were throughout the whole mass. 
 
Parents and carers it is with great joy that Father Peter and I invite you all to our first School Mass for 2022. 
The mass will start at 9.00am on Monday the 28th of March in Our Lady’s Church. I hope to see many of you 
there. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
A reminder that on Monday (7 March) we are having our 2022 School Photos.  
Please make sure your child comes to school in their Summer Uniform (please see 
pictures later in the Newsletter for what to wear and what not to wear) and make 
sure everyone has their best, brightest smile ready!  



 



 



 



 

 

Monday 7th March we ask you to make sure you wear the correct summer uniform as shown below. If your 

hair is shoulder length or longer it must be tied back. Make sure that if you put a ribbon in your hair it is ei-

ther white, yellow or blue, the school colours.  

Don’t forget to also bring your best smile to school. 

WHAT TO WEAR:   WHAT NOT TO WEAR:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

No skivvies, runners, long pants, tunics or 

leggings under dresses 

IMPORTANT REMINDER  
Monday 7th of March  

School Photo Day 



 



 



 

Parents & Friends Committee 
At Our Lady’s school we are committed to developing and sustaining reciprocal partnerships with our parent 

community in order to improve student engagement ,wellbeing, and learning. Joining the Parents and 

Friends Committee is a great way to contribute to strengthening your connection to this school. We are hop-

ing that you will consider joining the Parents and Friends Committee. Over the years the Parents and Friends 

Committee and volunteers have raised money to purchase valuable resources for the school as well as 

providing additional rich experiences for the children of Our Lady’s school to enjoy. 

Our school values, encourages and appreciates parent involvement and children love to see their parents 

participating in the life of the school. 

Parents and Friends Committee 

Annual General Meeting 2022 

Wednesday 6 April (please note change of date) at  

7.00pm in the Mary MacKillop Library 
 

It is a great way of connecting with other parents and you will be made to feel very welcome. We look for-

ward to adding new members to our already great team. 

Attached you will find the role descriptions and a nomination form. Joining the Parents and Friends Com-

mittee is a wonderful way to meet other parents, support the school via many exciting fund raising activities 

and to enrich the children’s school experience by organising special treat days or the Sacramental parties for 

the children who received their Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation.  



 

ROLE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS COMMITTEE 
 

President 
The President’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The President should 
exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the President is to: 
 Be the main representative/spokesperson for the P&F 
 Liaise with the Committee members and set the agenda for meetings 
 Be the main contact for agenda items 
 Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
 Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to a 

decision being made 
 Make sure, particularly on contentious matters, as many points of view as possible are expressed 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Vice-President 
The Vice President plays an important role by assisting the President with P&F responsibilities and replacing the 
President and chair meetings in the absence of the President. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the P&F. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking minutes at P&F and Committee meetings 
 Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next meeting 
 In consultation with the Principal and President: 
 Providing a summary of the matters discussed at the meeting for display on the parents’ notice board  
 Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Treasurer 
The Treasurer carries a task of trust and responsibility. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking charge of monies of the P&F 
 Keeping accurate financial records of all receipts and expenditure 
 Banking all money regularly 
 Reporting regularly on the P&F’s financial position at meetings 
 Preparing a financial report for the Annual General Meeting 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
 Attend PFA meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
 Help organise P&F activities and projects 
 Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
 Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
 Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 



 

 
 
 
 

Election of the Our Lady’s School Parents and Friends Committee 2022 

 
Nomination Form 

 

P & F  Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 6 April at 7.00pm 
 

Nominations are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents & Friends Committee 2022. 
 

Nomination 
 

I, (your name)          

 
Parent of  (name and grade of your child)         

 
Nominate: (name of person)             

        
For the Position of:     (one form per nomination) 

 

  President   Vice President 
 
  Secretary  Treasurer 

 
Signed 

 
Nominator:         Date:      

 

Nomination Acceptance 
 

I, (nominee)             
 

Parent of (name and grade of your child)           
 

Accept the nomination as indicated above. 
 

Nominee’s Signature:         Date:     
 
 
 

ALL NOMINATION FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED INTO THE OFFICE 



 



 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL PARENTS ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) 
 

Membership 
Open to all parents/carers – representing families 
Principal (representing Parish Priest and School Community – children, families and staff) 
School Leaders as required 
Community members as invited e.g. Family-School Partnership convenor 
 

Child Safety 
It is an expectation that all Members of the Parent’s Advisory Board (PAB) adhere to the Our Lady's School 
Child Safety Policy and Standards and understand that Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School that promotes the 
safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.  
 

Structure 
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Currently the Parents and Friends Committee meets and reports regularly to the Principal who will pass on 
relevant information to the Parents Advisory Board 
 

Vision for Parent Advisory Board 
• To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
• To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
• To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to  strengthen community partnerships 
• To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
• To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
• To make everyone feel included and welcome 
• To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
• To work proactively and positively for the school 
• To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
• To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
• To at all times maintain confidentiality 
 

Current protocols/agreements include: 
Maintain a positive and proper tone for all our communication – in meetings and in representing the school. 
Speak for the needs of all children and not our personal concerns (individual matters are to be discussed 
with the school leaders and teachers). 
 

Agenda is set by the Chairperson in consultation with the Principal. All parents attending are welcome to 
add items to the agenda. New agenda items are tabled and then placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and end at 8.00pm. 
 

The chairperson communicates matters to the school community via Parent Advisory Board Newsletter arti-
cle. Please email to: jhill@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  
 

The principal follows up matters with the staff and the whole community. 
 

The secretary records and distributes the notes of the meeting to all attendees and apologies. 
 

Proposed agenda items must be emailed to the Chairperson / Deputy Chairperson / Secretary 1 week be-
fore the scheduled Board Meeting. 

 
 



 

Role Descriptions 
 

Chairperson 
The Chairperson’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The Chairper-
son should exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the Chairperson is to: 
• Be the main representative/spokesperson for the Parents Advisory Board 
• Liaise with the Principal to finalise agenda items for the next meeting and advise the Secretary to dis-

tribute the agenda and required pre-reading at least 3 business days before the next meeting 
• Be the main contact for agenda items 
• Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
• Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to 

a decision being made 
• Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
• Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Deputy Chairperson 
The responsibilities of this role will be to: 
• Support the Chairperson in the coordination of the meetings (i.e. pre-reading / pre-work, etc.).  
• Support the Chairperson in the running of the meeting by ensuring timelines are adhered to, and dis-

cussions are on track. 
• Assume the responsibilities of the Chairperson or the Secretary in the event either one is unable to 

attend the meeting. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the Parents Advisory Board.  
Duties and responsibilities include: 
• Taking minutes at Parents Advisory Board meetings 
• Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next 

meeting 
• Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
• Attend Parents Advisory Board meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
• Help organise Parents Advisory Board activities and projects 
• Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
• Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
• Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 
 



 

 
 
 

Parents Advisory Board 
 

Expression of Interest Form 
 

Expressions of Interest are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents 
Advisory Board 2022. 

 
I, (your name)             

 
Parent of (name and grade of your eldest child):  

                 
 

Contact number:         
 

Contact email:              
 
 

Am interested in becoming a member of the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board in 2022. 

 
Signed:         

 
Date:       

 
 

ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED TO THE 
PRINCIPAL  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


