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Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Wed 26 Aug  Yr 2 CERES 
Fri 28 Aug Book Week Parade 
8.45am 
Mon 7 Sept Yr 6 Museum, Yr 1 
Botanic Gardens 
Thur 3 Sept Father’s Day Stall 
Sun 6 Father’s Day  
Mon 7 Sept Yr 6 Museum, Yr 1 
Botanic Gardens 
Thur 10 Sept Yrs 1/2 Camp 
Afternoon 
Fri 18 Sept 1.00 End of Term 3 
Mon 5 Oct Start of Term 4 
Fri 16 Oct Colour Run 
 
2026 Professional Development 
Days for Staff 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report 
Writing Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 
Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end 
of each term 
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last 
day of the 2026 school year for 
students). 
 
 

You Are Always There 
 

I don’t like being lonely, God, I don’t think anyone does. 
It’s just not fun to be just me, with no big cuddles and hugs. 
Jesus, please help lonely people, to know that you are there. 

And help me know what I can do to let them know I care. 
 

“You are with me, and your shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe” Psalm 23:4 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
As we come to the end of another busy week, I would like to 
take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate the wonderful 
work of our students and teachers. It has been a week filled with 
curiosity, enthusiasm and meaningful learning, and I am           
incredibly proud of the way our students have embraced every 
opportunity presented to them. 
 
One of the great strengths of our school community is the opportunity for students 
to learn both within and beyond the classroom. This week, many students have 
had the chance to participate in excursions and experiences that have extended 
their learning into the wider community. These opportunities allow students to  
encounter new ideas, places and perspectives, and then bring these experiences 
back into the classroom to deepen their understanding. 
 
I have been particularly amazed by the level of learning and reflection our students 
have shared following these experiences. Hearing them make connections, ask 
thoughtful questions and reflect on what they have seen and experienced reminds 
us of the incredible capacity our young people have to learn when they are given 
opportunities to engage with the world around them. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge our dedicated teachers, who work so thoughtfully 
to ensure that these experiences are not simply isolated events, but become part 
of a richer learning journey for our students. Thank you for creating opportunities 
that inspire, challenge and encourage our students to grow. 
 
Book Week – Next Friday August 28 
 
A reminder to families that our Book Week will be celebrated 
next Friday with our Parade. 
We encourage everyone to embrace the spirit of the week and, most importantly, 
be creative! There is absolutely no need to purchase an expensive costume.       
Students are encouraged to use their imagination and create something from items 
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they already have at home. 
 
There is also no expectation that families purchase the book featuring the character their child chooses to 
dress as. Book Week is about celebrating a love of reading, stories and imagination, rather than spending 
money on costumes or books. 
 
We look forward to seeing the wonderful and creative ideas our students come up with. We know that our 
community will bring plenty of imagination, colour and joy to the celebration! 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our students, our teachers and our school community. It 
is a privilege to see our young people learning, reflecting and growing each week. 
 
Wishing all our families a safe and restful weekend. 

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan  
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

ONE WEEK TO GO! 
Character Parade 

Date: Friday, 28th August 
Time: 8.45 am in the Hall 

Who: All parents, carers and family members are warmly wel-
come to join us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, Our Lady’s school is once again participating in the Bullying No Way: National week of action, 17 to 21 Au-
gust 2026. 
 
Bullying No Way Week is a commitment being made by thousands of schools and supporters across the country. It 
provides an opportunity to demonstrate our commitment to bullying prevention. It gives us an opportunity to connect 
with students, staff and school communities to implement workable solutions to prevent bullying. 
 
All classes have been engaged in learning sessions to further explore and highlight the importance of understanding 
what bullying is and what we can do together if it occurs. 
This year’s theme across Australia has been: Small Acts: Big Impact. 
 
Small Acts, Big Impact: You can help stop bullying 
Bullying is everyone’s responsibility, and small acts can make a real difference. 
This year’s theme for Bullying No Way Week, “Small Acts, Big Impact” shows us that even little things we do can make 
someone’s day better. 
Small actions, like inviting someone to play, standing up for someone, or being kind, can make a big difference and 
help stop bullying. 
 
Students have been immersed in watching a daily very short video depicting special key messages where students can 
be part of the action. The daily messages included: 
Day 1: Small acts matter: Words and actions 
Day 2: Kindness creates impact, even the tiny moments 
Day 3: You have the power to make things better 
Day 4: Pause before you speak, text or communicate online 
Day 5: Together, We Can Stop Bullying – A Whole Of Community Approach. 
 
As a reminder, the national definition of bullying for Australian schools says: 
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group mis-
using their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening. 
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or hid-
den (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through shar-
ing of digital records). 
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term. 
 
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 
• mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 
• not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 
• one-off acts of meanness or spite 

• isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 
However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.  
 
All classes have engaged in a Bullying No Way Lesson provided by the National Com-
mittee. It would be wonderful to take this opportunity to speak to your child about 
their learning this week. 
 
Regards 
Mrs Christine Carabott  
Deputy Principal & Student Wellbeing Leader 
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Join us in the September School Holidays for our Western Bulldogs Auskick & Superkick School 
Holiday Programs! 

Our School Holiday Programs endeavour to create a fun, safe and inclusive space for all participants to learn 
football, regardless of skill level, stay active, and make new friends throughout the school holidays. 
Spots are limited! Please use the link below for more information and to register. 
 
School Holiday Program 

Dates: Tuesday 22 September – Wednesday 23 September 
Locations: JR Parsons Reserve, Sunshine (Tuesday) and Mission Whitten Oval, Footscray (Wednesday) 

All Girls Holiday Program Clinic 
Date: Wednesday 30 September 
Location: Mission Whitten Oval, Footscray 

Registration:  Register here  

https://www.westernbulldogs.com.au/fans/kids/school-holidays/









