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Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Prayer of Blessing for Others 
We must pray for the needs of others. We should help other people too. 

God of love, today we pray for the concerns of other people. Bless the lives of the 
poor, the homeless, the sick, the outcasts, and all people in need. Help them to 

know your love and that you are with them always. Bless our lives and our hearts 
that we may reach out to people in need in your name. Amen  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Wed 27 Feb-Fri 1 Mar 
Grade 6 Camp 
Fri 1 Mar 
8.45am P&F AGM 
Mon 4 Mar 
7.00pm Parent Cyber Safety 
Session with Susan McLean 
Tues 5 Mar 
Shrove Tuesday 
Wed 6 Mar 
Ash Wednesday. Mass at 
9.00am for Grades 3-6 
Mon 11 Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tues 12-Fri 15 Mar 
Catholic Education Week 
‘Growing Young in Christ’ 
Wed 13 Mar 
Foundation BBQ 5.30-7.00pm 
7.00pm PAB 
Mon 18 Mar 
School Photos 
Fri 22 Mar 
8.45am P&F Meeting 
Sat 30 Mar 
School Fete! 
Fri 5 Apr 
End of Term 1 3.15pm 
Fri 19 Apr 
Good Friday 
Sun 21 Apr 
Easter Sunday 
Mon 22 Mar 
Easter Monday Public Holiday 
Tues 23 Apr 
Start of Term 2 at 8.45am 
Thurs 25 Apr 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
 
 
SACRAMENTS 
Sun 26 May 
10.30am 4G Eucharist 
Sun 2 June 
10.30am 4H Eucharist 
Thurs 10 Oct 
Reconciliation time TBC 
Fri 15 Nov 
7.00 Confirmation 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”   John 13:34-35 

Dear Parent, 
 
Our Lady’s School is here to respond to the needs of our school community and to 
support parents. In this spirit we are very happy to see that our ‘Teeth on Wheels’ 
dental service has been a huge a huge success with over 100 students scheduled 
to visit our friendly school based dentist. I myself have never seen children so hap-
py to have been to the dentist. This is an important initiative in making sure that 
our community has access to quality services which support our students. It re-
flects the part of our vision statement which says ‘we strive to develop the whole 
person’ meaning we strive to develop our students spiritually, academically, physi-
cally, emotionally and socially. 
In a spirit of unity and harmony, we strive to develop the whole person; providing 

an excellent education for all and inspiring our community members to live a Chris-
tian way of life. 

As you would appreciate it is important to provide teaching staff with regular good 
quality professional learning opportunities in order to continue to deliver to our 
students relevant, engaging classroom programs which are based on quality teach-
ing practice. Your child’s classroom teacher will at times throughout the year be 
attending these professional learning opportunities as a means to continue to de-
velop their capacity as educators. This is normal practice in any contemporary and 
innovative school environment which is committed to continuous school improve-
ment. Please be assured that we have a professional group of replacement teach-
ers who have been inducted into our school environment and continue on with 
the regular classroom program.  
 
Year Six students at Camp Oasis 
When Mrs Carabott and myself visited the 
Year Six students at the camp we were 
happy to see many happy and excited chil-
dren. The students are having a wonderful 
time as you can see in this picture and 
others we have in the newsletter. 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s Counselling Service 
 
Our Lady’s School has extended the School’s counselling service from one day a week in 2018 to 2 days a 
week in 2019. This is a confidential and free service which is available to all students, parents and carers of 
Our Lady’s School. Our School Counsellor is Mr Tom Watson who works in close collaboration with Mrs 
Christine Carabott our Deputy Principal/Student Wellbeing Leader and Ms Denise Ryan our Learning Diver-
sity Leader and works for CatholicCare. 
 
The School Counsellor is available to discuss school related issues such as: 
• Behavioural concerns both at school and/or home 
• Emotional problems such as anxiety, grief, depression, low self esteem 
• Family issue such as separation, divorce, parenting difficulties, child/sibling relationships 
• Peer and social issues such as bullying, peer relationships and social skills. 
Counselling may involve a number of therapeutic methods, including Art Therapy, individual/small group programs, 
skills training as well as consultation with parents and teaching staff. 
 
Written Parental Consent is required from both parents for all students prior to commencing counselling. 
 
Please raise any concerns you may have with your child’s classroom teacher either in person or via email first. 
 

 

SUSAN McLEAN CYBERSAFETY SESSIONS 
 

Next Monday March 4 we have an outstanding 
speaker in Susan McLean who will be bringing us the 
latest news in regards to a very important issue that 
we all have to learn to deal with and that is Cyber 
Safety. This is always a focus for our school as the 
safety of our students online is paramount. Susan 
will speak to the students of Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. She 

will facilitate a staff meeting and also a Parent Information Meeting at 
7.00pm in the Fr John Maher Auditorium. 
Please come as it will be very worthwhile in updating you with the latest 
information on how to keep your child safe online. 
 

COME AND JOIN US EACH FRIDAY AFTERNOON FOR OUR 
FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

Every Friday from 2:30pm to 3:00pm we have our Assembly in the School Hall. It is a time for the whole 
school to come together to hear the Gospel, pray together, celebrate children’s achievements and birthdays. 
We reflect on the week with our PowerPoint presentations which capture the main 
events of our week. 
We are working hard to provide our students with a greater voice in all matters to 
do with school and learning and that is why you will see our students running the 
Assembly. We hope that you will join us as it is a great way to keep in touch with 
what is happening in the school. 
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EXTEND UPDATE. 

 
The Extend Superstar is… 
Matthew H… for using positive language, being respectful to others and assisting anyone in need of support 
at all times. Well done  
 
What’s Been Happening? 
Children have had a great week, from playing indoor soft ball games to contributing 

to creating colourful and informative art and craft posters in our room. We began 

our enrichment program this week decorating and icing sponge cakes, we look for-

ward to another week of sports, crafts, games and baking cakes. Families if you 

could please continue to provide children with hats during After School Care it 

would be much appreciated. 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to come see us. Have a love-

ly week and we look forward to seeing you on our family open night. 

 
Enrol and book now: extend.com.au 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Let’s make play 
dough 

Science quiz Baking cakes Art and crafts Music and 
dance 

Cyber Safety 

Information evening 

with Susan McLean 

Time: 7pm 

Venue: Auditorium 
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Personalised Inquiry Learning at Our Lady’s 
 

“We are more motivated to learn when we are genuinely interested in, or curious about the subject, or when 
we have a problem we need to solve”. 

Kath Murdoch, 2015 
 
At Our Lady’s, we have an ongoing commitment to the personalisation of learning using an inquiry approach. 
 
What is personalised inquiry? 
When students are engaged in personal inquiry tasks - they are generally investigating something they have 
chosen to learn more about or learn to do. They are genuinely interested in or passionate about this topic. 
 
Why use personalised inquiry at Our Lady’s? 
Research has shown that when opportunities for personalised inquiry are provided, students: 

• get to inquire into what they are interested in 
 

• pursue their own individual passions 
 

• have greater flexibility and independence in their learning. 
 

• are more likely to stay on task and remain focused. 
 

• share their skills and knowledge and build their self-esteem 
 

• grow life-long learning dispositions such as confidence, resilience, creativity and persistence. 
 

• put their learning habits and dispositions into practice 
 

• transfer skills learned into a different context     
 
What does personalised inquiry look like at Our Lady’s? 
The two approaches to personalised inquiry that are being implemented at Our Lady’s are: Discovery Time in 
F-2 and iTime in 3-6 
 

 
 
It is an exciting time of building on to the personalised Inquiry journey at Our Lady’s School. 
As the 2019 Learning Leaders, we look forward to sharing this journey with you. 
 
 
 

 

Discovery Time in F-2 involves: iTime in 3-6 involves: 

Open-ended, play based experiences Identifying individual passions/interests 

Short or long term investigations Authentic questions/problems/purposes 

Problem solving Analysis and evaluation of information 

Explicit focus on developing skills and dispositions 
to enhance learning. 

Emphasis on the process of learning rather than the 
end product 
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Ms Jennifer Howe - Junior Learning Leader 

 

Hello, I’m Jennifer Howe, 1L’s classroom teacher 
and our Junior Learning Leader. 

 

This is my 4th year at Our Lady’s and my 3rd year 
being apart of Discovery Time. It has been a won-
derful experience to watch and assist the junior stu-
dents in realising their passions, helping them to 
develop their personal inquiry skills. 

 

My passions are fitness and being active, music and 
food. 

 

I am very excited to be a part of the students learn-
ing during their Discovery Time in assisting them to 
develop their inquiry skills. 

Ms Anna-Maria Murphy - Middle Learning Leader 

 

Hello, I’m Anna- Maria Murphy, 3F’s classroom 
teacher and our Middle Learning Leader. 

 

This is my 5th year at Our Lady’s and I have seen 
both Discovery Time and iTime begin and grow in 
my time at this school. 

My passions are house decorating, animals, music 
and music history.   

I’m excited to help grow personalised learning at 
Our Lady’s through iTime. 

Ms Tosh Kaan - Senior Learning Leader 

 

Hello, I’m Tosh Kaan 6A’s classroom teacher and 
our Senior Learning Leader. 

 

I have been apart of inquiry based learning and pas-
sion projects for the last seven and a half years and 
have been teaching for nine years. I’m very excited 
to transfer my skills and learn more about iTime. 

 

My passions in learning are, history especially an-
cient cultures, science (biology, inventions and as-
tronomy) and art. 
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RE NEWS 
LENT 
 
Next week we move into a significant liturgical season of our Church. A time of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing, beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent consists of 40 days of preparation for the great feast of Easter.  
It reminiscences about the time when ‘Jesus went into the desert to fast and pray’ before carrying out his 
public ministry. (Matt 4: 1-11) 
 
For us, it is a time to grow closer to God in preparation for His suffering, death, and the celebration of His 
Resurrection, by soul searching and thinking beyond ourselves. 
 
Traditions - especially those our children can see, hear, feel, smell and taste - provide vivid impressions upon 
which parents can build, year after year. Ask your children what their school focus of Lent is all about, and 
choose something to do together as family, that can become a part of your family's Easter heritage. 
 
Whatever you decide to do, I invite you to recognize Lent as a time for you and your family to foster stronger 
connections with our God, not just during the build up to Easter, but always, in all ways. 
 
Working together in light, 
 
Ms Oliver 
 
RE/Learning & Teaching Leader 

FETE NEWS 
 

We are seeking the following class room donations to help make our school fete a success. 
The donations will be used in the canteen, as prizes and for the side show games. 
Foundation: Fruit boxes of any flavour   Grade 1 Bags of lollies 
 

 
 
 

Grade 2:  Blocks of chocolate (any variety)  Grade 3: Funsize Chocolate packs (any variety) 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4:  Fun size share packs of Chips  Grade 5:  Lolly Mix mini bag packs 
 
 
 

Grade 6:  Zooper Doopers 
 

 
All donations can be left in your child’s class room. 

Many thanks to all families that have already donated! 

Fete Committee 
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SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING 
 

SCHOOLPIX will be here on MONDAY 18 MARCH 
 
 

PHOTO DAY TIPS: 
 

 

Dress:  Summer Uniform. No jumper needed for photos. Bring your best smile! 
 
Hair:     All shoulder length or longer hair MUST be up 
 
Online Orders:   To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order form and 

go to www.schoolpix.com.au.  Orders can be placed online up to 2 working days after photog-
raphy.  You do not need to return the order form if you order online.   
 
Remember: All orders placed online before midnight on photography day will receive a free 
20cm x 25cm black and white portrait print.  

 
Manual Orders:  Complete your order form and return with payment to school on photography day. 
 
Sibling Orders:  For a special photo of your children together order online by 8am on photography day.  Alter-

natively collect a Sibling Order Form from the office or download it from the SchoolPix website 
and return it on photography day.  Only siblings that place an order will be photographed. 

 
If you have any questions call SchoolPix on 1300 766 055 or email help@schoolpix.com.au 

 

http://www.schoolpix.com.au
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