
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

25 February 2022 
www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday  5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10:45am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.30pm, Sunday 12.30pm 
Chin: Sunday 2.30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Dear Parents, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The staff and I are very happy to announce that starting on Monday February 28 
parents and carers will be allowed back into the schoolyard. There will be no more 
delegated gates for you to enter into the school. You will be able to enter from 
whichever gate suits you best. Please be mindful that this may cause an increase in 
traffic and therefore we need everyone to be extra careful to ensure that our chil-
dren are safe at all times. The ‘drop off’ zone in Victoria Street needs to be just 
that and cars are not to be parked in that area. It stops the traffic from flowing and 
causes traffic congestion. If you use the ‘drop off zone’ you should not leave your 
car. It is there for you to drop off the children and then leave. Animals are not al-
lowed into the schoolyard at any time. 
I ask you to please consider coming earlier and parking a little further away from 
the school so as to ease the traffic congestion. It is important that we respect the 
rights of the people who live in the properties near the school. I ask you to please 
not park or obstruct their driveways. Do not attempt to double park or make a U-
turn during drop off and pick up times as these are illegal and compromise the chil-
dren’s safety. 
Please read the important information below so we can all make a smooth tran-
sition back to a normal school timetable. 
 
School Times will change to: 
 
Morning 
The school gates will be opened at 8:20am for children to enter the school. The 
teachers will be in their classrooms at 8:30am when the students can enter their 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Mon 28 Feb Second Hand Uni-
form Sale in the Hall 3.00-3.30pm 
Tues 1 Mar Second Hand Uni-
form Sale in the Hall 8.00-9.00am 
Wed 2 Mar Ash Wednesday 
Fri 4 Mar Casual Day for dona-
tion. Fundraising for Myanmar 
Mon 7 Mar School Photos 
Mon 14 Mar Labour Day Public 
Holiday 
Wed 6 Apr Last day of term 1 for 
students 
Thurs 7 April: First Aid Training 
for Staff (Level 2, Anaphylaxis, 
CPR, Asthma). No school for the 
children 
Friday 8 April: RE Professional 
Development with Fr Richard 
Leonard. No school for the chil-
dren 
 
Tues 26 Apr First day of Term 2 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE 2022 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS 
(students do not attend school): 
Thurs 7 April: First Aid Training 
for Staff (Level 2, Anaphylaxis, 

CPR, Asthma) 
Friday 8 April: RE Professional 
Development with Fr Richard 

Leonard 
Wednesday 1 June: Literacy Fo-
cus Professional Development 

with Deb Sukarna 
Thursday 23 June: Three Way 

Learning Conversations (students 
attend at their appointment 

time) 
Monday 31 October: Report 

Writing 
 

SACRAMENT DATES 
Thurs Mar 10 7.00pm Reconcilia-

tion (Year 3) 
Sun 22 May 10.30am Eucharist 

4G 
Sun 29 May 10.30am Eucharist 

4H 
Fri 29 July 7.00pm Confirmation 

(Year 6) 
 

‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you to fish for people.’ At once they 
left their nets and followed him. Matthew 4:19-20 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Our Parks 
Thank you, God, for our parks, where we can enjoy nature and think of you, 
where we can run and play games, or swing and see-saw, or have picnics, or 

walk with our family and friends, or look at the plants, flowers and birds. They 
are our flora and fauna which means that they are special to Australia, and so 
they are protected. We look at them and enjoy them, but we do not remove 

any of them, so that our national parks will always be able to live and to grow, 
just as you meant them to.  

Thank you, God, for these places of peace. 

TO ALL OUR PARENTS 
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classrooms, put their bags away and if they wish may choose to stay inside or go outside to play a quiet 
game. 
Parents are welcome to come into the school and accompany their child to their classrooms. Parents are not 
to enter the classrooms at this stage. No one is to play on the adventure playground or the blue/green grass 
area before or after school as it is unsupervised. There are no ball games allowed such as soccer or basket-
ball in the morning as it is a time for children to prepare for learning.  
 
Afternoon 
The whole school will finish at the same time. You will be able to enter from any gate. On Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday school will finish at 3:15pm. On Wednesday school will finish at 3:00pm. The gates will 
be open for parents to come into the school to pick up their child at 3:10pm, 2:55pm on Wednesdays. 
Parents who have children in Foundation and Year 1 will have to go to their child’s classroom to pick up their 
child. The Foundation and Year 1 children will remain inside their rooms until either a parent, carer or an old-
er brother or sister comes to pick them up. Because you have to pick up your child from the Foundation and 
Year 1 classrooms parents with children in these grades will not be able to use the drop off zone as they 
would block the traffic and cause traffic congestion. You will need to park further away from the school or if 
possible walk to the school to pick up your child. 
Students in Years 3, 4 ,5 and 6 will stand in the school yard with their teachers and wait to be picked up by 
their parents, carers or older siblings, unless they have permission to walk home by themselves. 
If you are late to pick up your child they will be sent to the office where you can pick them up. We ask you to 
enrol your children with the EXTEND After School Care program if you have difficulty arriving on time. 
Please remember to be courteous and patient and follow the road laws whenever you are driving and espe-
cially when you are in the vicinity of the school. We all need to work together to make sure that we keep ALL 
children safe and also respect the rights of the people who live near the school. 
 
World Prayer Day March 4 2022 - With a Special Focus on Burma and Fundraiser 
 
This year we will celebrate World Prayer Day and pray for all people, but with a specific focus 
on Burma. This is because many of our families have been personally impacted by the terrible 
situation occurring over there. 
World Prayer Day is always celebrated on the first Friday of March each year. Its original purpose 
was to encourage Christian women to engage in personal prayer and lead communal prayer. To 
respect this we will invite a regular member (non-ordained) of our church to lead the community 
in prayer. Aiming to bring us closer together in fellowship, understanding and action we will pray 
for all people but particularly our Burmese community. 
The reason we are praying for Burma is currently the military and political conflict in the 
country has seen many of our families directly affected as loved ones are caught up in these 
situations. To support this we will both pray for them and invite parents and families to do-
nate on March 4th as a way we can support families directly in Burma. Donations will be 
sent directly to Burma to support families. 
At assembly today we will have a short presentation about the country, talk about the situation.  
Next week the students will be able to come to school in casual clothes on the 4th of March and make a do-
nation for the people of Myanmar (Burma). 
 
Next week’s Assembly is on Friday the 4 of March which is also World Day of Prayer. This 
assembly will be held outside on the blue/green grass area. The students from all classes 
will assemble outside at 2:30 pm to pray together for peace in Myanmar. We will also be 
announcing our new Aussie of the Month awards for students who have consistently 
demonstrated the Our Lady’s school Gospel Values.  
We invite all parents who would like to join us to please come into the school and join us in praying for 
peace. All donations made will go directly to the people of Myanmar. We hope to have many parents join us. 



 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

CASUAL DAY 
Next Friday March 4 we will be having a Casual Day at Our Lady’s. All stu-
dents can come to school dressed in casual clothes for a money donation. 
As a community we are raising money for the people in Myanmar (Burma) 
who are suffering at the moment. 

Many of our students have family still living in Myanmar and we are living out the Our Lady’s School Values 
of Service and Justice as we raise money by wearing casual clothes for these people. 
 
 
 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE 
The Second Hand Uniform Sale for Term 1 is being held at the following times: 
MONDAY FEBRUARY 28 between 3.00pm - 3.30pm. 
TUESDAY 1 MARCH between 8.00am - 9.00am. 
 
Please bring small change as the school does not have cash on hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
With our COVID guidelines hopefully changing soon, we are hope-
ful that we may soon be able to welcome Parent Helpers back into 
the school and especially in the Canteen. 
If you are able to help Geraldine and Nubia in the Canteen with 
preparing lunches and counter sales they would love to see you. 
 
If you have a current Working With Children Check and are double 
vaccinated and have some time to help out, please either see Ger-
aldine or Nubia in the Canteen before school or email Geraldine 
on gwilliams@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 



 

FI 
Billie - We have been learning about personal strengths and you have shown you are very helpful. Thank you for guid-
ing others to get the office tub and the lunch order basket. From Ms. Cam Tu 
Maria - For showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Compassion. Thank you for offering to play with another 
student that was alone. Well done! From Ms. Cam Tu 
 
FJ 
Zephaniah - For showing the Gospel Value Respect when speaking to others. You are a great friend, Zephy! From Miss 
Wendy 
Penny - For being a great Self-Manager. You always make wise decisions about your learning and your behaviour and 
show us all what a good learner does. From Miss Wendy  
 
1K 
Tony - for showing great listening skills in class this week. You have been a fantastic Self- Manager!! Keep it up! From 
Miss Shai 
Casey - for your amazing improvement in reading this week. I love how you change your expression when there is an 
exclamation mark! . From Miss Shai  
 
1L 
Thelma N - For writing a fantastic description of a person! Well done for re-reading your work and adding on extra in-
formation to make your writing POP! From Miss Steph 
Francis T - For showing the Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Courage when sharing your thinking with our classmates. From 
Miss Steph  
 
2M 
All of 2M- For working super well this week in writing, and for showing respect to all teachers. Well done! From Ms 
Frost  
 
2N 
Catherine N - For writing and making models of numbers in Maths. Keep up the great number work! From Mrs Mitchell 
Anthony V - For listening to feedback then improving your writing by adding talking marks. You have made your mes-
sage clear for the reader. Well done! From Mrs Mitchell 
 
3E 
Angelina P-For showing the Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Compassion by showing care and concern for one of your class-
mates who had fallen over during sport. You were a great support Angelina! From Miss Karen 
Vivienne M - For completing your written work with thought and care. The presentation of your work Vivien is of a 
high standard and is beautifully presented. From Miss Karen  
 
3F 
Archie S - For showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Courage by attempting new learning and not giving up 
even when things are tricky. Your hard work is paying off, keep it up! From Mr Josh 
Skylar C - For showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Compassion by looking out for others. You are always 
ready and willing to help your teachers and peers. Well done! From Mr Josh  
 
4G 
David H - For putting a lot of effort in your work and never giving up! Keep up the great work! From Ms Christine 
Holly B - For displaying the learning asset of communicator by always respectfully listening to the speaker and contrib-



 

uting relevant ideas to the discussion. Well done! From Ms 
Christine  
 
4H 
Matilda- For displaying the Learning Asset of a Self-Manager 
during Writing. You are able to work independently, edit your 
writing and implement feedback. From Ms. Robles 
Alexander- For displaying the Learning Asset of a Communica-
tor by confidently sharing your ideas to the class and always 
respecting the speaker. From Ms. Robles 
 
5C 
Natania P- For challenging yourself during Writer’s Workshop and continually working hard during all classes. From Mr 
Membrey 
Bidao K- For showing the Learning Asset of Self-Manager by displaying great use of the dictionary and thesaurus in 
Writing and SEL classes. From Mr Membrey  
 
5D 
Gabe M - For his kind and gentle nature and diligence in all areas. From Mrs Muscat 
Jumon M - For having a seamless beginning to joining our learning community in 5D. A big welcome to you from all of 
the Our Lady’s school community! From Ms Muscat  
 
6A 
Michael S For displaying the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Respect through his polite and courteous manner. From 
Mr Wickham 
Simon T For a great effort in working out the main points of a factual text on migration. From Mr Wickham  
 
6B 
Alexander W - For consistently displaying the Learning Asset of Communicator by contributing your thoughts, ideas 
and answers. Well done! From Ms. Gurry 
Lachlan B - For being an excellent self-manager in all learning sessions. You always try your best and listen to the 
teacher’s advice. Keep it up! From Ms. Gurry  

Lachlan B 6B 
Michelle L 4H 
Chanel P 6A 
Tessa M 5C 
Geronimo M 1K 
Oscar W 2N 
Zoe N 6A 



 

 

Monday 7th March we ask you to make sure you wear the correct summer uniform as shown below. If your 

hair is shoulder length or longer it must be tied back. Make sure that if you put a ribbon in your hair it is ei-

ther white, yellow or blue, the school colours.  

Don’t forget to also bring your best smile to school. 

WHAT TO WEAR:   WHAT NOT TO WEAR:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

No skivvies, runners, long pants, tunics or 

leggings under dresses 

IMPORTANT REMINDER  
Monday 7th of March  

School Photo Day 



 

Snags and Snorkels 
 

On Sunday last weekend families and children from Our Lady's joined families from 
St Theresas and Mother of God schools, for a fun day at the Jawbone Marine Sanc-
tuary in Williamstown. 
With over 100 people participating in the day and 45 children going snorkeling, 
many for the first time, it was a great success. 
The weather and underwater visibility were perfect and for many of the children it 
was exciting to see under the bay and enter this new and mysterious underwater world. As a result the chil-
dren saw stingrays, snapper, zebrafish and flathead often swimming around us as well as starfish, urchins 
and abalone. Some of the brave children even got to hold starfish, urchins 
and an abalone shell, and heard stories about the creatures they touched. 
Listening to children's and parent’s stories through the day it was clearly a 
great day for all. 
Special thanks must go to diving instructors AJ and Jacqui from Dive 2 U 
who very professionally led the diving. They were supported by members 
of the Jawbone Marine Sanctuary Care Group who helped instruct chil-
dren on the day, run the day and provided funding for it to happen. 
Finally a big thankyou to all those families who came. I know AJ, Jacqui and the other organizers loved the 
day and if we can get funding again next year we will hopefully be able to run it again. 
 

Greg Woolford 



 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL PARENTS ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) 
 

Membership 
Open to all parents/carers – representing families 
Principal (representing Parish Priest and School Community – children, families and staff) 
School Leaders as required 
Community members as invited e.g. Family-School Partnership convenor 
 

Child Safety 
It is an expectation that all Members of the Parent’s Advisory Board (PAB) adhere to the Our Lady's School 
Child Safety Policy and Standards and understand that Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School that promotes the 
safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.  
 

Structure 
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Currently the Parents and Friends Committee meets and reports regularly to the Principal who will pass on 
relevant information to the Parents Advisory Board 
 

Vision for Parent Advisory Board 
• To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
• To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
• To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to  strengthen community partnerships 
• To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
• To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
• To make everyone feel included and welcome 
• To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
• To work proactively and positively for the school 
• To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
• To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
• To at all times maintain confidentiality 
 

Current protocols/agreements include: 
Maintain a positive and proper tone for all our communication – in meetings and in representing the school. 
Speak for the needs of all children and not our personal concerns (individual matters are to be discussed 
with the school leaders and teachers). 
 

Agenda is set by the Chairperson in consultation with the Principal. All parents attending are welcome to 
add items to the agenda. New agenda items are tabled and then placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and end at 8.00pm. 
 

The chairperson communicates matters to the school community via Parent Advisory Board Newsletter arti-
cle. Please email to: jhill@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  
 

The principal follows up matters with the staff and the whole community. 
 

The secretary records and distributes the notes of the meeting to all attendees and apologies. 
 

Proposed agenda items must be emailed to the Chairperson / Deputy Chairperson / Secretary 1 week be-
fore the scheduled Board Meeting. 

 
 



 

Role Descriptions 
 

Chairperson 
The Chairperson’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The Chairper-
son should exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the Chairperson is to: 
• Be the main representative/spokesperson for the Parents Advisory Board 
• Liaise with the Principal to finalise agenda items for the next meeting and advise the Secretary to dis-

tribute the agenda and required pre-reading at least 3 business days before the next meeting 
• Be the main contact for agenda items 
• Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
• Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to 

a decision being made 
• Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
• Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Deputy Chairperson 
The responsibilities of this role will be to: 
• Support the Chairperson in the coordination of the meetings (i.e. pre-reading / pre-work, etc.).  
• Support the Chairperson in the running of the meeting by ensuring timelines are adhered to, and dis-

cussions are on track. 
• Assume the responsibilities of the Chairperson or the Secretary in the event either one is unable to 

attend the meeting. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the Parents Advisory Board.  
Duties and responsibilities include: 
• Taking minutes at Parents Advisory Board meetings 
• Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next 

meeting 
• Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
• Attend Parents Advisory Board meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
• Help organise Parents Advisory Board activities and projects 
• Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
• Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
• Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 
 



 

 
 
 

Parents Advisory Board 
 

Expression of Interest Form 
 

Expressions of Interest are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents 
Advisory Board 2022. 

 
I, (your name)             

 
Parent of (name and grade of your eldest child):  

                 
 

Contact number:         
 

Contact email:              
 
 

Am interested in becoming a member of the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board in 2022. 

 
Signed:         

 
Date:       

 
 

ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED TO THE 
PRINCIPAL  



 



 



 



 



 



 


