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 Prayer to Forgive 
Jesus calls us to live as a forgiving people. We must not hold grudges. 

Jesus, model of forgiveness, we know that when someone asked you how many times 
we should forgive others, you said seventy times seven. 

Help us to forgive again and again the people who hurt us because you want us to do 
so. 

May we not hold grudges and learn to let go of hate. We will do this in your name with 
your help. Amen 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Tues 1 Mar 
Yrs 3-6 Parent Health and 
Wellbeing Meeting 7.00pm 
Auditorium 
Wed 9 Mar 
Foundation BBQ 5.30-
7.00pm 
P&F AGM 7.00pm 
Friday 11 Mar 
Parish Movie 
Mon 14 Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wed 16 Mar 
School Photos 
PAB AGM 7.00pm 
Thurs 24 Mar 
End of Term 1 at 3.15pm 
 
Mon 11 Apr 
Start of Term 2 at 8.45am 
Fri 22 Apr 
Professional Learning for 
Staff (First Aid & Emergency 
Management) - No school 
for the children 
Mon 25 Apr 
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
 

Sacraments 
Sun 24 July 
10.30am Eucharist 4H 
Sun 31 July 
10.30am Eucharist 4G 
Thurs 8 Sept 
7.00pm First Reconciliation 
Fri 11 Nov 
7.00pm Confirmation 

To the Parents and all the Our Lady’s School Community, 
 
You will see by the pictures included in this week’s newsletter that the students 
at Our Lady’s school have been enjoying some wonderful learning opportunities. The Year 
6 school camp was a great success and Mrs Christine Carabott, Mrs Carmel Menzies and I 
were delighted and very proud of the way the Year 6 students who attended the camp 
conducted themselves when we went to visit them last Thursday at Camp Oasis.  

Congratulations to our Year 6 students ! 
Your conduct was excellent and you showed true leadership qualities throughout 

the 3 days at Camp Oasis. 
 
I would like to especially thank all staff that accompanied the Year 6 students on this 
three day camp. Mrs Anna Kalc Smyth, Mrs Christina Trypis, Ms Jo McManus, Mr Steve 
Cozzi, Miss Lynda Ferrara and Miss Anna-Maria Murphy. You made sure that this camp 
would be a very happy and memorable experience for all the students and I thank you for 
your excellent care of each and every child .  
 
This year we have replaced the curriculum notes with the Class Sites. As you know you 
can access the Class Sites via our school website in the Learning and Teaching section. We 
believe that the Class Sites will connect you with the focus of your child’s learning on a 
weekly basis. Our Class Sites provide authentic and up to date information which you can 
access at anytime. Each class has a site and there are also sites for the following specialist 
subjects: Numeracy, ICT, Art, PE and Italian. There is also a ‘Glee Club’ site keeping you up  
to date with the Glee Club Performing Arts focus. Thank you to the Our Lady’s staff who 
have created these sites  so that all in our school community can join in the learning that 
is happening at Our Lady’s. 
 
We hope that you will  be connecting with your child’s learning throughout the year via 
the Class Sites and take full advantage of this new opportunity for you to engage more 
deeply in your child’s learning and generally in the life of the school. 
 
“Parents should be educated in the language of schooling, so that the home and school 
can share the expectations, and the child does not have to live in two worlds – with little 
understanding between the home and the school”. John Hattie, 
2009 “ 
We are hoping our sites will bring the home and school closer 
together, strengthening school and home collaboration to 
nurture your child to grow and flourish as both  a learner and 
as a person. 

‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful’ Luke 6:36 
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Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s School-Emergency Management 
Plan 
I would like to reassure our parent communi-
ty that Our Lady’s School has an Emergency 
Plan which covers procedures for all possible 
emergency scenarios. Each year the staff are 
trained by our expert facilitators from EmQ. 
They also come out to our school and evalu-
ate how well we carry out our drills and 
emergency procedures. Today we will be conducting an Onsite Evacuation Drill. 
We invite you to discuss the importance of these drills with your child. We are 
committed to ensuring your child’s safety at all times and in all circumstances. 
 

I would like to leave you with this quote. 

“Let us always meet each other with a 
smile, for the smile is the beginning of 
love.” Mother Teresa  

They’re Back …… 
 
It has come to my attention that some students in the school may have head lice and I seek your coopera-
tion in checking your child’s hair this week. 
 
Head lice do not transmit infectious diseases – they are transmitted by having head to head contact with 
someone who has head lice. You may be reassured to know that head lice are commonly found in places 
other than at Our Lady’s school. Head lice are common in school-aged children and are the most adaptable 
of creatures. They have survived living solely on humans for 10,000 years! 
 
What can you do?  
I seek your cooperation in checking your child’s hair and in those instances where head lice or eggs are 
found, treating your child’s hair.  
Please see the attached information Treating and Controlling Head Lice, from the Department of Human 
Services. It is provides informative guidelines regarding detecting and treating head lice and eggs.  
If head lice or eggs are found on your child’s hair you need to inform: the school and advise when the 
treatment has started, parents or carers of your child’s friends so they too have the opportunity to detect 
and treat their children if necessary.  
 
When can my child return to school? 
Health regulations requires that where a child has head lice, that child should not return to school until the 
day after appropriate treatment has started. Please note, this refers only to those children who have live 
head lice and does not refer to head lice eggs. 









OUR LADY’S SCHOOL PARENTS ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) 
 
Membership 
Open to all parents/carers – representing families 
Principal (representing Parish Priest and School Community – children, families and staff) 
School Leaders as required 
Community members as invited e.g. Family-School Partnership convenor 
 
Structure 
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Currently the Parents and Friends Committee meets and reports regularly to the Principal who will pass on 
relevant information to the Parents Advisory Board 
 
Vision for Parent Advisory Board 
 To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
 To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
 To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to  strengthen community partnerships 
 To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
 To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
 To make everyone feel included and welcome 
 To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
 To work proactively and positively for the school 
 To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
 To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
 To at all times maintain confidentiality 
 
Current protocols/agreements include: 
Maintain a positive and proper tone for all our communication – in meetings and in representing the school. 
Speak for the needs of all children and not our personal concerns (individual matters are to be discussed with 
the school leaders and teachers). 
 
Agenda is set by the Chairperson in consultation with the Principal. All parents attending are welcome to add 
items to the agenda. New agenda items are tabled and then placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and end at 8.00pm. 
 
The chairperson communicates matters to the school community via Parent Advisory Board Newsletter arti-
cle. Please email to: jhill@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  
 
The principal follows up matters with the staff and the whole community. 
 
The secretary records and distributes the notes of the meeting to all attendees and apologies. 
 
Proposed agenda items must be emailed to the Chairperson / Deputy Chairperson / Secretary 1 week before 
the scheduled Board Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Role Descriptions 
 

Chairperson 
The Chairperson’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The Chairper-
son should exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the Chairperson is to: 
 Be the main representative/spokesperson for the Parents Advisory Board 
 Liaise with the Principal to finalise agenda items for the next meeting and advise the Secretary to dis-

tribute the agenda and required pre-reading at least 3 business days before the next meeting 
 Be the main contact for agenda items 
 Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
 Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to 

a decision being made 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Deputy Chairperson 
The responsibilities of this role will be to: 
 Support the Chairperson in the coordination of the meetings (i.e. pre-reading / pre-work, etc.).  
 Support the Chairperson in the running of the meeting by ensuring timelines are adhered to, and dis-

cussions are on track. 
 Assume the responsibilities of the Chairperson or the Secretary in the event either one is unable to 

attend the meeting. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the Parents Advisory Board.  
Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking minutes at Parents Advisory Board meetings 
 Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next 

meeting 
 Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
 Attend Parents Advisory Board meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
 Help organise Parents Advisory Board activities and projects 
 Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
 Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
 Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGM for 2016 is to be held Wednesday 16 March at 7.00pm in the Planning Room 
 
 



 
 
 

Parents Advisory Board 
 

Expression of Interest Form 
 

Expressions of Interest are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents 
Advisory Board 2016. 

 
I, (your name)             

 
Parent of (name and grade of your eldest child):  

                 
 

Contact number:         
 

Contact email:              
 
 

Am interested in becoming a member of the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board in 2016 

 
Signed:         

 
Date:       

 
 

ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED TO THE 
PRINCIPAL  

BY 9:00AM THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2016 



Dear Families,  
YMCA School Holiday Program – Book now! 
The YMCA will be running an Autumn School Holiday Program at RecWest Footscray, offering heaps of awe-
some activities, including Werribee Zoo, Roller Blading, YMCA Fun Festival, and more!  
For full details and to book, visit: www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au. 
2016 enrolments are open now and you can fill the enrolment forms online from our website, 
www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au  before your child attends the session. 
For more information please contact our staff at Our Lady’s School from 2:45 p.m-6:00 p.m. 
For all accounts queries please contact our office. 
Our office email address is Childrensservices.vic@ymca.org.au ,PH- 8371 0500. 
Our school email address is ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au , PH-0401 700 401 
If you or someone else is picking up your child (children) early on your behalf and if you child/ren are not 
attending the after school care, please let OSHC coordinator know. 

DAY ACTIVITY AFTERNOON TEA 

MONDAY Kids choice free painting, activity sheets Salada with spread ,yoghurt 

TUESDAY Paper plate art and craft activities Garlic bread, 

WEDNESDAY Kids choice art and craft activities ,soccer, cricket Fairy bread 

THURSDAY Fun with recycled material, cricket, soccer Salada with spread ,custard 

FRIDAY Kids in kitchen cooking Cruskits ,biscuits 

For all Bookings and Cancellations 
please call us directly on 0401 700 401 
Email us: ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au 

For any Account Information please call our office on: 8371 0500 
www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING 
SCHOOLPIX will be visiting us on WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH 

Sibling Photo forms are available at the Office 
PHOTO DAY TIPS: 

Dress:    Full summer uniform for ALL STUDENTS.  
    Grades 3E, 3F, 5C and 5D have Sport on Wednesdays so the will need to either bring 
    their sport uniform in a bag to change into or just bring their runners. 
 

Hair:     All hair shoulder length or longer MUST be tied up/back. 
 

Manual Orders:  Complete your order form and return with payment to school by photography day  
 

Online Orders:   To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order 
form and go to www.schoolpix.com.au.  Orders can be placed online up to 2 working 
days after photography. You do not need to return the order form if you order online.   

 

Sibling Orders:  For a special photo of you children together, collect a Sibling Order Form from the 
office or download it from the SchoolPix website and return it by photography day.  
Alternatively Order Online by 10am on photography day. 

 

Remember: All orders placed online will receive a free 20cm x 25cm black and white portrait print.   
 

PO Box 5222, Hallam VIC 3803  Ph: 1300 766 055 Email: info@schoolpix.com.au 

http://www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au/
http://www.chilrensservices.ymca.org.au
mailto:Childrensservices.vic@ymca.org.au
mailto:ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au
http://www.schoolpix.com.au


RACV Street Scene incursion Year 2 and Year 4 
 
All the students in Year 2 and Year 4 were visited by Robyn from 
the RACV Street Scene education program on Monday.  
 
Robyn had some very important messages for us about: 
 

- how we can be safe when crossing the road 
 
- what some common road signs mean 
 
- the important of wearing a bicycle helmet when riding a bike 
 
- the importance of wearing a seat belt at all times in the car 
 
- using a booster car seat if our height is under 145 cm so that the seat belt fits us 
properly. 
 
If you would like more information about the use of child restraints in cars and other 
general safety information when it comes to children and roads or travel, please visit  
 
http://www.racv.com.au/wps/wcm/connect/racv/Internet/Primary/road+safety/
child+safety 

That’s the Sound the Street Makes picture story book 

That’s the Sound the Street Makes is an engaging picture book for children aged four to 

eight years of age that focuses on road safety. It follows the story of Ella on her journey 

to school with her sniffling Dad as she reminds him how to be a responsible and safe 

pedestrian. The book is provided by the Transport Accident Commission (TAC), VicRo-

ads and the Department of Education and Training and is written by Danny Katz and il-

lustrated by Mitch Vane. Each student in Foundation will receive a copy of That’s the 

Sound the Street Makes this week. It is also available to be downloaded for free from the App Store and 

Google Play (search for VicRoads). It would be wonderful for families to read and share this story together so 

that we can all be as safe as possible on the streets and roads of our community. 

Mrs Trypis 












