
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

30 October 2026 
olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
Fri 30 Oct 2.45pm Pray for 
Peace in the Yard, wear a splash 
of red for Day for Daniel 
Mon 2 Nov Report Writing Se-
mester 2 
Tues 3 Nov Melbourne Cup Day 
Public Holiday 
Mon 16-Fri 20 Nov Swimming 
Program 
Mon 23-Thur 26 Nov Swimming 
Program 
Fri 27 Nov Planning Day for Staff  
Fri 4 Dec Reports published 
Tues 8 Dec Feast of the Immac-
ulate Conception. Mass at 
9.00am, 5.00pm Dinner in the 
Yard & Art Show 
Thur 10 Dec 6.00pm Yr 6 Gradu-
ation Mass 
Tues 15 Dec 9.00am End of Year 
Mass. 1.00pm School finishes 
for students at 1.00pm 
 
2026 Professional Development 
Days for Staff 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report 
Writing Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 
Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end 
of each term 
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last 
day of the 2026 school year for 
students). 
 

Our Leaders 
O God, 

Your laws help us to lead good lives, to be safe and happy. 
We pray that our leaders will make laws to help all people to be safe and happy. 

Help them to lead us on a way that we can follow to bring peace to all the na-
tions of the world. 

We ask you to help each of us to be leaders in the places where we live by our 
good lives and kindness to others. Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families, 
A Wonderful Week of Learning and Community 
How blessed we are to be part of such a wonderful school community! We are  
continually grateful for the generosity of our families, staff and wider community, 
who so willingly give their time and demonstrate a genuine investment in providing 
our students with rich, engaging and meaningful learning experiences. It is this   
collective commitment and spirit of partnership that makes our school such a    
special place to learn, grow and belong. 
 
We began the week with a wonderful celebration of Italian 
Day! Students were immersed in the sights, tastes and     
experiences of Italian culture, with the opportunity to make 
their very own pizzas and, of course, enjoy some delicious 
gelato! The joy and excitement displayed by the students throughout the day were 
evident, and it was wonderful to see them embracing the opportunity to learn 
through such a hands-on and memorable experience. 
We hope that the enthusiasm for pizza-making continues at home and perhaps  
inspires you to explore the possibility of creating a family pizza night! It is a lovely 
opportunity to bring everyone together, get creative with toppings and enjoy the 
simple pleasure of making something together. 
A heartfelt thank you to Mr Matteo Maccio for his thoughtful planning and        
dedication in ensuring that our students had the opportunity to enjoy an authentic 
Italian experience. These are the kinds of experiences that create lasting memories 
and enrich our students' learning in such meaningful ways. 
 
Year 6 Leadership Day 
Our Year 6 students had the wonderful opportunity to participate in 
a Leadership Day, bringing together students from a number of local 
Catholic primary schools. A sincere thank you to our Year 6 teachers, 
Mrs Belinda Whelan, Ms Jo McManus and Miss Molly, who invested 
considerable time and effort into planning and coordinating such a valuable day for 
our students. 
We were delighted to welcome students from: 
St Peter Chanel Primary School, Deer Park Christ the King, Braybrook 
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St Bernadette's, Sunshine North  Mother of God, Ardeer  St Theresa's, Albion 
Throughout the day, students were blessed to hear from a range of inspiring guest speakers, including Mursal  
Sadat from the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre and Charlie Bezzina, retired detective of the Victoria Police Force. 
Their stories, experiences and insights provided students with valuable opportunities to reflect on leadership, 
courage, service and the importance of making a positive difference in the lives of others. 
We were also fortunate to engage with students from Caroline Chisholm Catholic Regional College, who           
generously shared their own leadership journeys and facilitated a range of team-building activities. These         
activities encouraged our students to collaborate, communicate and step outside their comfort zones. 
Overall, it was an incredibly eventful and enriching day. We hope our Year 6 students have gained valuable       
insights into what it means to be a leader and, most importantly, recognise that leadership is not simply about a 
title, but about the positive actions, choices and contributions we make each day. 
 
Mural Opening – Celebrating Our Community 
We were delighted to officially celebrate the opening of our school mural this week. Thank you 
to the parents and members of our community who joined us for this special occasion. It was 
wonderful to have the opportunity to share and celebrate a project that represents creativity, 
connection and community spirit. 
A special thank you to Mrs Pina McDonald and Debbie Qadri, whose planning, vision and coordination helped 
bring this project to life. We also extend our sincere appreciation to Mr Greg Woolford for his  tremendous efforts 
and connections in making this wonderful project possible. 
We were fortunate to welcome representatives from our local council, members of the media and attendees 
from Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS). Their presence was greatly appreciated, and we look     
forward to sharing the media coverage and published articles with our wider school community once they        
become available. 
Projects such as these remind us of what can be achieved when people come together with a shared vision and 
commitment to our school. Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this project a reality. 
 
Day for Daniel – Keeping Our Children Safe 
Today, we saw a wonderful splash of red sweep across the school as our            
community acknowledged Day for Daniel. Beyond wearing red, the day provided an 
important opportunity to talk with students about personal safety, recognising 
trusted adults and knowing who their safe people are at school. 
Child safety sits at the very centre of everything we do. It is embedded in our daily practices, our relationships and 
the decisions we make to ensure that every child feels safe, valued and protected. Days such as this provide an 
important reminder to continue having age-appropriate conversations with our children about their safety and 
wellbeing. 
We encourage families to continue these conversations at home by revisiting who their trusted and safe people 
are, both at school and within the wider family and community. Working together, we can help empower our  
children with the confidence and knowledge to speak up, seek help and know that they will always be heard. 
 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
A reminder to families that there will be no school on Monday and Tuesday due to 
the Melbourne Cup public holiday and school closure. Classes will resume on 
Wednesday. 
 
We hope all families enjoy the extended break, take the opportunity to slow down 
and spend some quality time together. 
Have a safe and restful weekend. May you enjoy the opportunity to connect with 
family and friends, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back on     
Wednesday! 

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
cmadigan@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Monday November 2 
Semester 2 Report 
Writing 



















OUR LADY’S WORLD CUP NEWS 

The World Cup for Years Three and Four was finally played on Wednesday after many weeks of missing players on holidays we 
were finally able to reschedule this week.  

Argentina played Portugal and the winning team was Portugal 4 to Argentina 3. A very close game!  

Congratulations to team Portugal! 

 

Happy World Teachers’ Day!  

Today, we celebrate and recognise the incredible dedication, pas-
sion and commitment of our amazing staff. 

To every teacher and staff member, thank you for the time, care, 
energy and countless efforts you give each and every day.  

Your impact reaches far beyond the classroom, shaping lives, inspir-
ing minds and making a lasting difference in our school community. 

Please know that you are valued, appreciated and celebrated by us 
all. Today, we honour YOU and everything you do! 

With heartfelt gratitude and appreciation! 





GIVE YOUR CHILD THE CONFIDENCE TO SUCCEED 
GKR Karate is welcoming new students of all ages. With over 40 years of 
experience, our classes help children develop: 
• confidence 
• focus 
• discipline 
• respect 
• coordination 
• fitness 
• valuable self-defence skills 
 
Training is conducted in a positive and supportive environment where stu-
dents can progress at their own pace and achieve personal goals. 
Classes are available for children, teens, adults, and families. Places are limited, and membership discounts 
are currently available for new students. 
Contact Jenni on 0466 188 655 to find out more 
Jenni Cutajar Dojo Manager • Instructor 
M: 0466 188 655 E: jcutajar@gkrkarate.com W: gkrkarate.com 

SUNSHINE FNC – KICKSTART GIRLS FREE COME & TRY!  

Calling all girls aged 5–7 in 2026! Sunshine Football Netball Club invites you to come along and 

give footy a go at our FREE All Girls Come & Try sessions! 

It’s a great opportunity to learn new skills, make friends and enjoy footy in a fun, welcoming environment. 

No experience is needed. Just bring your runners, comfortable clothing and a water bottle! 

Location: Kindersmith Reserve, 39 Lily Street, Braybrook 

Session dates: 

Saturday 14 November – 9:00am–10:00am 

          Friday 11 December – 5:00pm–6:00pm 

FREE to attend! 

Register now via PlayHQ: https://www.playhq.com/afl/

register/0e8b24 

We can’t wait to see plenty of girls getting involved and 

giving footy a go!  








