
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

20 February 2026 
olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Mon 23 Feb Beginning of School 
Mass at 11.30am 
Tues 24 Feb 9.00am Parent Helper 
Info Session 
Mon 2 Mar 8.30am Smoking Cere-
mony 
Wed 4 Mar 7.00pm Foundation 
Parent Learning Info Session 
Mon 9 Mar Labour Day Public Holi-
day 
Wed 18-Fri 20 Mar Yrs 5/6 Camp 
Tues 24 Mar 6.30 Reconciliation 
Parent Night 
Wed 25 Mar  5.00pm Foundation 
Family Picnic 
Thur 2 Apr End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Mon 20 Apr Closure Day - Profes-
sional Development for Staff 
(Literacy). No School for the chil-
dren 
Tues 21 Apr Start of Term 2 
Wed 22 Apr 7.00pm Student Well-
being Parent Info Session 
 

2026 Professional Development 
Days for staff 

Term 2 
Mon 20 April - Literacy Focus 
Fri 5 June - Report Writing 
(Semester 1) 
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 1 - Thur 2 April  
Term 2 - Fri 26 June  
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations 
(First Semester Reports) 
Wed 24 and Thur 25 June 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 3 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 29 April at 6.00pm 
Year 4 Eucharist 
Sunday 17 May at 10.30am 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm 

Lent 

 

Loving God, as we begin this season of Lent we pray that over these 40 days, we 
will open or minds and hearts to recognise and respond to the needs of others. 

Help us to be kind to those around us, especially friends and family. 
Through prayer, fasting and giving to those in need, may we be ready to enter 

more fully into the days of Holy Week. 
Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Members of our School Community, 
 
As we begin this sacred season of Lent, we marked Ash Wednesday 
with the distribution of ashes made from blessed palm branches from 
last year’s Palm Sunday. In the tradition of the Church, the ashes 
placed on our foreheads remind us of our call to repentance, renewal 
and preparation. Lent is a time for prayer, fasting and almsgiving. A 
time to turn our hearts back to God and to one another. 
Over the coming weeks, our students will be immersed in the Scripture stories that 
lead us towards Easter. They will reflect on the teachings of Jesus and the lessons 
we learn about respect, forgiveness, compassion and service. Through classroom 
discussions, prayer and action, we encourage our students to live these values 
each day by showing kindness and understanding to others at all times. 
 
Our senior students had the wonderful opportunity to join our parish community 
to celebrate the Ash Wednesday Mass, celebrated by Fr Peter Zin and Fr Peter   
Damien. It was a reverent and meaningful celebration, and we thank our parish 
priests for guiding us so thoughtfully into the Lenten season. 
 
Child Safety: A Shared Responsibility 
The safety and wellbeing of every child remains our highest       
priority. Child safety, including the safe use of  
equipment in our adventure playground, continues 
to be a strong focus at our school. 
There are two clearly displayed posters in the school 
yard outlining the terms and conditions for safe use 
of the playground equipment, particularly before 
and after school. We kindly remind families that the 
playground is not supervised by school staff outside 
of school hours.  
Therefore, we ask that parents refrain from supervising their children on the play-
ground before and after school. Your cooperation ensures consistency and helps us 
maintain a safe environment for all students. 
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Beginning of Year Mass – Monday 23 February 11:30 am 
We warmly invite families to join us for our Whole School Beginning of the Year 
Mass on Monday 23 February. This is a beautiful opportunity to come together as 
a faith community and commence the year in a prayerful and united spirit. We look 
forward to celebrating with you. 
 
Automated Bell System 
You may have noticed that our bell system has had an update. Music will play in the mornings 
and at the end of breaks to signal to students that it is time to begin lining up. This gentle      
reminder supports students in preparing themselves in a calm and respectful manner before 
the school day begins. 
 
PAB AGM Update 
Please note that the PAB Annual General Meeting has been postponed. A new date will be advised 
shortly. 
All current board members are asked to please contact Caroline Madigan via email 
(principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au) to confirm your interest in continuing as a board member for the 
coming year. We thank you for your ongoing commitment to our school community. 
 
Interschool Sport 
It is with great pride that I share the positive feedback received from St Paul’s School           
regarding our senior students’ participation in interschool sport. Their respectful conduct and 
sportsmanship were particularly highlighted. We were told, “It is always a joy to play Our   
Lady’s as it is always a positive experience.” 
This affirmation speaks volumes about the character of our students and the values we strive to instil. 
 
Thank you 
As we journey through Lent and continue the school year together, it is with pride that I see the 
efforts of students, staff and families to ensure that respect and compassion are not only         
discussed but actively shown and encouraged throughout our school. 
When a community works together, we can achieve wonderful things. Thank you for your continued partner-
ship and dedication and please continue the great work. 
 
May God bless you and your families during this Lenten season. 
 
Lunar New Year 
Wishing all our families and Our Lady’s community a healthy and 

prosperous New Lunar Year. We hope you all enjoyed celebrating 

with your families, friends and neighbours. 

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 



 

Student Wellbeing Parent 
Information evening 

Focus: Zones of Regulation; Self-
regulation; Executive Functioning; Ways 

you can help at home. 

Aimed mainly at new families to our school, especially parents of children in 
years F-1 and for families who did not attend a similar evening in 2024. 

When: Wednesday 22nd 
April at 7:00pm 

 


















