
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

10 February 2023 
www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Burmese: Every 2nd Sunday 2.30pm 
Chin: Every 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sunday 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Tues 21 Feb 2.15pm Parent 
Helpers Session 
Wed 22 Feb 7.00pm P&F 
AGM 
Wed 22 Feb Ash Wednesday 
Fri 24 Feb 9.00am Parent 
Helpers Session 
Tues 28 Feb 7.00pm PAB 
AGM  
Wed 1– Fri 3 Mar Yr 6 Camp 
Mon 6 Mar School Photos 
Wed 8 Mar 5.00-6.30pm 
Foundation Picnic 
Mon 13 Mar Labour Day 
Public Holiday 
Thurs 16 Mar 7.00pm Recon-
ciliation Parent Night 
Mon 20 Mar Open day for 
Foundation 2024 
Mon 27 Mar: Staff Profes-
sional Learning Literacy with 
Deb Sukarna 
Thur 6 Apr End of Term 1 at 
1.00pm 
Wed 26 April 7.00pm Yr 4 
Eucharist Parent & Student 
Evening 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Thur 23 March: 7.00pm Rec-
onciliation for Year 3 
Sun 7 May: 10.30am Eucha-
rist for Year 4 
Sun 721May: 10.30am Eu-
charist for Year 4 
Thur 24 Aug: 7.00pm Confir-
mation for Year 6 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
DAYS - PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Mon 27 March: Literacy with 
Deb Sukarna 
Fri 5 May: Personalised 
Learning with Kath Murdoch 
Thur 22 Jun: Three Way 
Learning Conversations 
Fri 28 Jul: RE with Maria 
Forde 
Mon 6 Nov: Report Writing 

He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang 
up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing 
up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” (Mark 4:2-9) 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Blessing Prayer For Us 
We must pray to be open to the needs of others. We pray to our God. 

Jesus, we ask your blessing on us that we may live in you. 
Bless our eyes to see the needs of people around us. 

Bless our wars to really listen to what people have to say. 
Bless our mouths to proclaim your word to all people. 

Bless our hands to do your work in the world. 
Bless our hearts to live in love each day. 

Hear our prayer and bless our lives that we may be faithful to your will. Amen 

Dear Parents, 
It was wonderful to see parents and grandparents joining the Our Lady’s School students 
and staff for the beginning of the school year mass. A big thank you to our Parish Priest 
Father Peter and Father Peter Zinh for leading the mass and blessing the plants that were 
given to a class representative from each classroom as a reminder to the children that 
they to are at school to grow and flourish. The school 
theme for this year is: Let your light shine. 
This theme has been inspired by Jesus’ words as recorded 
in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 5:16 where Jesus ex-
plained that no one lights a lamp just to hide it under a 
basket. A lamp is meant to be placed on a stand to give 
light to everything around it. So, we too are called to 
shine God’s light of love and hope onto each other and 
into our world.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS OUR LADY’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY  
A big thank you to our Year 6 students for organising the Lend a Hand to Syria and Turkey 
Casual Dress Fundraiser. You saw a need and wanted to do something about it, we are all 
so proud of you. Congratulations to you all because you have raised a total of: 
 
 
 
 
This money will be given to Caritas Australia who will directly send it to Caritas Syria who 
will provide much needed food, shelter and medications. I would like to thank our parent 
community for their generosity in supporting this important initiative by the Year 6 stu-
dents. Our school community should be proud of this achievement and comforted to 
know that we have made a difference to the people of Turkey and Syria during this dark-
est of times. 

New Office Hours 
We have adjusted the office hours in keeping with the new school beginning and 
finishing times. The office will now be open from 8:15am in the morning and close 
at 4.00pm 
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A big THANK-YOU to all the parents who attended the Foundation  
Parent Curriculum Night 

The staff were delighted with the number of parents who attended, the level of inter-
est that was shown and the great questions that parents asked. We hope that you now 
have a better insight into what we teach, and how we teach what we do and why. We 
also hope that as parents you left the meeting feeling more empowered to support you 
child’s development in Literacy and Numeracy. 
I would like to thank the staff who organised and facilitated this event: Cam Tu Nguyen 
(Foundation teacher), Wendy Veldman (Foundation teacher and Junior School Learning 
Leader), Kriss Oliver (Learning and Teaching/RE Leader), Tania Cuni (Literacy Leader) 
and Anna Kalc-Smyth (Numeracy Leader)  
 

IMPORTANT WAYS YOU CAN BE INVOLVED WITH OUR SCHOOL 
 
Parents and Friends AGM 
We will be soon holding our Annual General Meeting to form the 
Parents and Friends Committee for 2023. The Parents and 
Friends Committee organises events throughout the year such as 
the Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day Stalls with the purpose of rais-
ing money for the school.  
If you feel you would like to contribute please come to the 
meeting on Wednesday the 22nd of February at 7.00pm. The 
meeting will be held in the school staffroom. 
 
Parent Advisory Board AGM 
The Parent Advisory Board gives parents the opportunity to learn more about the 
school’s priority areas for 2023, finance, capital works projects and curriculum. Not on-
ly learn about these but also bring the parent voice into the school to advise the princi-
pal and give suggestions to help shape these important areas of school life.  
I know that many parents have a wealth of knowledge and expertise and it would be 
wonderful to be able to tap into these to improve our school for our children. 
The Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday the 28th of February at 7.00pm. The 
meeting will be held in the staffroom. 
 
Further information and Nomination Forms are included in 
this Newsletter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 



 

FI 
Lachlan - For being a great Self-Manager and working independently during writing. Well done and keep it up! From 
Mrs Granata & Ms Cam Tu 
Sarah - For retelling the sequence of events well after listening to a short story. Keep up the great work! From Mrs 
Granata & Ms Cam Tu 
 
FJ 
Noso - For showing the Gospel Value of Respect when talking with your friends and teachers. Keep up the great work! - 
From Miss Wendy 
Siam - For being an engaged and curious learner. You are always thinking! Well done! From Miss Wendy  
 
1K 
Tanishka M - for showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Courage when participating in the whole school Mass. 
From Miss Shai 
Harry R  - for doing an awesome writing piece by sounding out each letter you could hear in the words. Keep it up! 
From Miss Shai  
 
1L 
Charlie T - For showing the Our Lady's School Gospel Value of Peace. You were reverent and respectful during our 
whole school Mass. From Miss Steph 
Rose D - For being a Self-Manager who sets goals and works towards them. I am looking forward to seeing you achieve 
your writing goal! From Miss Steph  
 
2M 
Hamish M - For consistently demonstrating the Our Lady’s gospel value of respect. Thank you for always showing such 
kindness and respect in our classroom. Keep it up! From Ms Rochelle 
Lily P - For participating in the whole school Mass with enthusiasm and pride. You also consistently display these assets 
in everything you do, well done! From Ms Rochelle  
 
2N 
Zade S - For displaying the Collaborator Asset during Discovery Learning and making sure you included all team mem-
bers when it was time to take a photo. Well done! From Mrs Mitchell 
Chanel C - For using your initiative when setting up for Discovery. This helped our grade to be organised and ready for 
learning. Well done! From Mrs Mitchell  
 
3E 
Kiera L - For writing a detailed persuasive text about why we should not litter and having a go adding in rhetorical 
questions. Fantastic work! From Ms Howe & Mrs Mendoza 
Samantha H - For consistently displaying the Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Service. You are always willing to help other 
students and help with classroom jobs. Keep it up! From Ms Howe & Mrs Mendoza  
 
3F 
Ella N - For participating in the whole school Mass reverently and respectfully. From Mr Josh 
Sophia V - For showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Service by completing jobs in the classroom. Thank you 
for your help. From Mr Josh 
 



 

4G 
Oliver B- For demonstrating the Learning Asset of Communicator when you 
share your thinking with the class. Your ideas are well thought out. Well done! 
From Ms Karen 
Lincoln B-  For showing the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Peace. Your gen-
tle and peaceful manner shines through in your interactions with your peers. 
Thanks Lincoln! From Ms Karen  
 
4H 
Angelina- For explaining to your new classmate the Writer’s workshop routine. Well done! From Ms. Robles 
Nikunsh- For starting at Our Lady’s School in a positive way. You’re starting to form positive relationships with your 
peers! From Ms. Robles  
 
5C 
Nina B- for displaying the Learning Asset of Self Manager by being ready to learn and working independently. Well 
done! From Mr Membrey 
Alexander S- for displaying the Learning Asset of Communicator in your contributions to the class. You are always chal-
lenging yourself. From Mr Membrey  
 
5D 
Henry A - For displaying the Learning Asset of Thinker in FLI when unpacking the meaning of The Parable of the Sower. 
Well done! From Ms Gurry 
Peter D - For displaying the Learning Asset of Communicator during class discussions. Thank you for your excellent con-
tributions – keep it up! From Ms. Gurry 
 
6A 
Evelyn L. For displaying a willingness to collaborate to improve learning tasks. From Mr Wickham 
Natania P For displaying a wonderful work ethic in all learning areas. Keep up the great effort. From Mr Wickham  
 
6B 
Bidao - For being a great Self-Manager. You listen carefully and follow directions. That’s what good learners do! Well 
done! From Mrs Muscat 
Cade For showing leadership through your patience, guidance and kindness when you work with and support your 
Foundation Buddy. From Mrs Muscat  

2M: Eddy F 
4H: Jay T 
5D: Henry N 
Staff: Mr Matteo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Do you have a Working With Children Check and are interested in helping out 

in your child’s classroom during learning time? 

If so, please come along to one of our 

Parent Classroom Helpers Information Sessions 

Tuesday 21st February at 2.15pm 

Or 

Friday 24th February at 9.00am 

in our Auditorium. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 



 



 

Parents & Friends Committee 
At Our Lady’s school we are committed to developing and sustaining reciprocal partnerships with our parent 

community in order to improve student engagement ,wellbeing, and learning. Joining the Parents and 

Friends Committee is a great way to contribute to strengthening your connection to this school. We are hop-

ing that you will consider joining the Parents and Friends Committee. Over the years the Parents and Friends 

Committee and volunteers have raised money to purchase valuable resources for the school as well as 

providing additional rich experiences for the children of Our Lady’s school to enjoy. 

Our school values, encourages and appreciates parent involvement and children love to see their parents 

participating in the life of the school. 

Parents and Friends Committee 

Annual General Meeting 2023 

Wednesday 22 February at  

7.00pm in the Staffroom 
 

It is a great way of connecting with other parents and you will be made to feel very welcome. We look for-

ward to adding new members to our already great team. 

Attached you will find the role descriptions and a nomination form. Joining the Parents and Friends Com-

mittee is a wonderful way to meet other parents, support the school via many exciting fund raising activities 

and to enrich the children’s school experience by organising special treat days or the Sacramental parties for 

the children who received their Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation.  



 

ROLE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS COMMITTEE 
 

President 
The President’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The President should 
exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the President is to: 
 Be the main representative/spokesperson for the P&F 
 Liaise with the Committee members and set the agenda for meetings 
 Be the main contact for agenda items 
 Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
 Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to a 

decision being made 
 Make sure, particularly on contentious matters, as many points of view as possible are expressed 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Vice-President 
The Vice President plays an important role by assisting the President with P&F responsibilities and replacing the 
President and chair meetings in the absence of the President. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the P&F. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking minutes at P&F and Committee meetings 
 Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next meeting 
 In consultation with the Principal and President: 
 Providing a summary of the matters discussed at the meeting for display on the parents’ notice board  
 Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Treasurer 
The Treasurer carries a task of trust and responsibility. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking charge of monies of the P&F 
 Keeping accurate financial records of all receipts and expenditure 
 Banking all money regularly 
 Reporting regularly on the P&F’s financial position at meetings 
 Preparing a financial report for the Annual General Meeting 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
 Attend PFA meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
 Help organise P&F activities and projects 
 Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
 Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
 Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 



 

 
 
 
 

Election of the Our Lady’s School Parents and Friends Committee 2023 

 
Nomination Form 

 

P & F Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 22 February at 7.00pm 
 

Nominations are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents & Friends Committee 2023. 
 

Nomination 
 

I, (your name)          

 
Parent of  (name and grade of your child)         

 
Nominate: (name of person)             

        
For the Position of:     (one form per nomination) 

 

  President   Vice President 
 
  Secretary  Treasurer 

 
Signed 

 
Nominator:         Date:      

 

Nomination Acceptance 
 

I, (nominee)             
 

Parent of (name and grade of your child)           
 

Accept the nomination as indicated above. 
 

Nominee’s Signature:         Date:     
 
 
 

ALL NOMINATION FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED INTO THE OFFICE 



 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL PARENTS ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) 
 

Membership 
Open to all parents/carers – representing families 
Principal (representing Parish Priest and School Community – children, families and staff) 
School Leaders as required 
Community members as invited e.g. Family-School Partnership convenor 
 

Child Safety 
It is an expectation that all Members of the Parent’s Advisory Board (PAB) adhere to the Our Lady's School 
Child Safety Policy and Standards and understand that Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School that promotes the 
safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.  
 

Structure 
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Currently the Parents and Friends Committee meets and reports regularly to the Principal who will pass on 
relevant information to the Parents Advisory Board 
 

Vision for Parent Advisory Board 
• To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
• To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
• To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to  strengthen community partnerships 
• To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
• To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
• To make everyone feel included and welcome 
• To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
• To work proactively and positively for the school 
• To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
• To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
• To at all times maintain confidentiality 
 

Current protocols/agreements include: 
Maintain a positive and proper tone for all our communication – in meetings and in representing the school. 
Speak for the needs of all children and not our personal concerns (individual matters are to be discussed 
with the school leaders and teachers). 
 

Agenda is set by the Chairperson in consultation with the Principal. All parents attending are welcome to add 
items to the agenda. New agenda items are tabled and then placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and end at 8.00pm. 
 

The chairperson communicates matters to the school community via Parent Advisory Board Newsletter arti-
cle. Please email to: jhill@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  
 

The principal follows up matters with the staff and the whole community. 
 

The secretary records and distributes the notes of the meeting to all attendees and apologies. 
 

Proposed agenda items must be emailed to the Chairperson / Deputy Chairperson / Secretary 1 week before 
the scheduled Board Meeting. 

 
 



 

Role Descriptions 
 

Chairperson 
The Chairperson’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The Chairper-
son should exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the Chairperson is to: 
• Be the main representative/spokesperson for the Parents Advisory Board 
• Liaise with the Principal to finalise agenda items for the next meeting and advise the Secretary to dis-

tribute the agenda and required pre-reading at least 3 business days before the next meeting 
• Be the main contact for agenda items 
• Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
• Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to 

a decision being made 
• Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
• Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Deputy Chairperson 
The responsibilities of this role will be to: 
• Support the Chairperson in the coordination of the meetings (i.e. pre-reading / pre-work, etc.).  
• Support the Chairperson in the running of the meeting by ensuring timelines are adhered to, and dis-

cussions are on track. 
• Assume the responsibilities of the Chairperson or the Secretary in the event either one is unable to 

attend the meeting. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the Parents Advisory Board.  
Duties and responsibilities include: 
• Taking minutes at Parents Advisory Board meetings 
• Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next 

meeting 
• Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
• Attend Parents Advisory Board meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
• Help organise Parents Advisory Board activities and projects 
• Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
• Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
• Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 
 



 

 
 
 

Parents Advisory Board 
 

Expression of Interest Form 
 

Expressions of Interest are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents 
Advisory Board 2023. 

 
I, (your name)             

 
Parent of (name and grade of your eldest child):  

                 
 

Contact number:         
 

Contact email:              
 

Am interested in becoming a member of the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board in 2023. 

 
Signed:         

 
Date:       

 
 

ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED TO THE 
PRINCIPAL  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


