
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
7 August 2026 

olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Fri 7 Aug 9.00am St Mary MacKillop 
Mass in the Church 
Sat 8 Aug St Mary of the Cross 
McKillop Feast Day 
Mon 10 & Tues 11 Aug School Clo-
sure - Staff Faith Conference. No 
school for the children 
Wed 12 Aug F-2 Meerkat Production 
for Book Week 
Fri 14 Aug 3-6 Author Visit (Tristan 
Bancks) Assembly at 8.40am today 
instead of 2.30pm 
Sat 15 Aug Feast of the Assumption 
of Mary 
Mon 17-Fri 21 Aug Bullying No Way 
Week 
Mon 17 Aug Yr 5 Museum 
Tues 18 Aug Foundation CERES 
Mon 24-Tues 25 Aug  NAIDOC Activ-
ities 
Wed 26 Aug  Yr 2 CERES 
Fri 28 Aug Book Week Parade 
8.45am 
Thur 3 Sept Father’s Day Stall 
Mon 8 Sept Yr 6 Museum 
Fri 18 Sept 1.00 End of Term 
 
2026 Professional Development 
Days for Staff 
TERM 3  
Mon 10 & Tues 11 August -  
2 Day Faith Conference for Staff  
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
 

Prayer to St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Dear St Mary,, you have a special place in Australian hearts. 

Thank you for the Sisters of St Joseph, whom you gathered together, to teach in the 
schools that you opened in small country towns here in Australia, so that children 

could learn about their faith, as well as their other lessons. 
Help us to remember what we learn about God, Mary, the saints and the angels, and 

all the other things about our faith. 
Help us to be true tour faith all our lives. Please pray for all the people in Australia. 

Thank you St Mary. 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who recently celebrated 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. This is a significant milestone in 
their faith journey, and we are incredibly proud of each of them as 
they were strengthened by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This special celebration was made even more meaningful through 
the support of so many people. We extend our heartfelt thanks to our parents, 
families and caregivers for the love, encouragement and faith-filled example you 
provide each day. Your partnership in nurturing your children's faith is invaluable, 
and we are grateful to walk alongside you in this journey. 
 
We were honoured to welcome Bishop Martin Ashe, whose presence is always a 
blessing to our school and parish community. Our sincere thanks also go to Fr Peter 
Damien, Fr Peter Zin, Fr Peter Hoang and Fr Hien Vu for their faithful ministry,   
guidance and ongoing support of our students and families. 
 
A special thank you to our dedicated staff, particularly our Year 6 teachers, whose 
care, preparation and commitment helped our students deepen their                   
understanding of the Sacrament and prepare so thoughtfully for this important  
occasion. To our Confirmation candidates, may the Holy Spirit continue to fill your 
hearts with wisdom, courage and joy as you live your faith each day. Know that you 
are loved, supported and held in the prayers of your school and parish community. 

REMINDER 
 

There is no school for the children next 
Monday 10 & Tuesday 11 August as 
the Staff participate in a 2 Day Faith 

Conference. 
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100 Days of Foundation: 
Our Foundation students recently celebrated a very exciting milestone 100 Days of       
Foundation. It was wonderful to see our youngest learners proudly celebrating how much 
they have grown since beginning school. A sincere thank you to our Foundation teachers for 
the incredible planning, creativity and care that made this day so memorable for our        
students and their families. These celebrations may seem like small milestones, but they are 
significant moments that recognise the confidence, resilience and learning our children 
have developed in such a short time. 
To our Foundation families, thank you for entrusting us with your children's education. Starting school is an 
important step for every child and family, and we are privileged to share in that journey. We look forward to 
continuing to nurture each child as they grow in faith, learning and confidence, becoming happy, capable and 
compassionate young people. 
Thank you to all of our families for the partnership we share. Your support, encouragement and trust enable 
us to nurture your children academically, spiritually, socially and emotionally. Together, as a Catholic school 
community, we continue to guide our children to grow in faith, show compassion for others and become the 
very best version of themselves. 
 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop whole school Mass: 
What a wonderful way to finish the week with our whole school Mass celebrating the feast 
of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Gathering together in prayer was a beautiful reminder of 
the values that unite us as a Catholic school and of the rich Josephite heritage that          
continues to shape who we are. 
Our school is deeply blessed to have such a strong history with the Sisters of St Joseph. We 
are grateful for the enduring legacy they have left within our community and for the     
faithful witness they continue to provide today. The Sisters who first established our school 
lived the mission and vision of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop with courage, humility and compassion. Their 
commitment to Catholic education and to serving others laid the foundations upon which our school        
continues to flourish. 
Each day, our students are encouraged to live these same values by treating one another with kindness and 
respect, valuing the gift of learning, and giving thanks for the many blessings we enjoy. Through our words 
and actions, we strive to follow the example of Jesus and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, building a          
community where everyone feels welcomed, valued and supported. 
 
School Closure – Monday 10 August and Tuesday 11 August 
This is a reminder that the school will be closed on Monday 10 August and Tuesday 
11 August. During these two days, our staff will be engaged in professional learning 
and development off-site. 
We sincerely thank our families for their understanding and continued support. 
These professional learning opportunities are invaluable, allowing our teachers to deepen their knowledge, 
strengthen their practice and continue providing the highest quality learning experiences for every student. 
Investing in our staff is an investment in our children and in the future of our school community. 
Students will return to school on Wednesday 12 August, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back 
for another wonderful week of learning. 
Thank you once again for your unwavering support of our school. We are truly blessed by the strong        
partnership we share with our families, and we are grateful for the trust you place in us each day. 
 
May God bless you and your families, and may you all enjoy a safe, restful and happy weekend. 

 
Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan  
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK WEEK 2026 
 

NEXT WEEK: 
We are so excited to begin celebrating Book Week. 

Our students have spent this term exploring the nominated CBCA picture storybooks, learn-
ing songs, and researching our guest author. 

Next week, our F–2 students will enjoy an incredible performance by Meerkat Productions 
on Wednesday, 12th August at 9:00am, while our Grade 3–6 students will be treated to a 

special visit from beloved children's author, Tristan Bancks, on Friday 14th August at 
2.00pm. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to author visit, our Yrs 3-6 Assembly on Friday 14 August will 
be held at 8.40am instead of 2.30pm.  

 
REMINDER: Character Parade 
Date: Friday, 28th August 
Time: 8.45 am 
Who: All parents, carers and family members are warmly welcome to join us. 
 
Kind regards,  
Lisa Piperno Literacy Leader 


























