
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
4 August 2023 

www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
Mon 7 Aug Cyber Safety Pro-
ject 
Tues 8 Aug Feast Day St 
Mary of the Cross. Mass at 
9.00am 
Wed 9 Aug 7.00pm P&F 
Fri 11 Aug  Aussie of the 
Month Assembly 
Mon 14 Aug 7.00pm        
Confirmation Formation 
Meeting 
Tues 15 Aug  Feast of the 
Assumption. Mass at 9.00am 
Thurs 17 Aug District Ath-
letics 
Mon 21 Aug Book Week  
Parade 
Thurs 24 Aug Sacrament of 
Confirmation 7.00pm 
Wed 30 Aug 7.00pm Student 
Wellbeing Parent Session 
Thurs 31 Aug Father’s Day 
Stall 
Fri 1 Sept 8.30-9.00am Fa-
ther’s Day Breakfast 
Sun 3 Sept Father’s Day 
Wed 6-Fri 8 Sept Year 5 
Camp 
Fri 8 Sept Aussie of the 
Month Assembly 
Fri 15 Sept End of Term 3 at 
1.00pm 

 
SACRAMENTS 

Thur 24 Aug: 7.00pm Confir-
mation for Year 6 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
DAYS - PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Mon 6 Nov: Report Writing 

‘Ask and it will be given to you; search and you will find; knock and the door will be open 
for you.’ Matthew 7:7 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Our Environment 
O God, you made this great world for us, and you ask us to take care of it, by 

keeping our environment clean, safe and healthy for all to live in happily. 
Help us to remember to do nothing that will harm our rivers, mountains, trees, 

flora and fauna, and the air we breathe. 
Help us not to spoil our environment by littering it with rubbish, or letting chemi-

cals pollute the air. 
Help us to keep our world, your world, beautiful. 

Dear Parents,  

On Wednesday we celebrated the 100 Days of 
Foundation with our wonderful Foundation stu-
dents and their parents. It was a wonderful day 
where we acknowledged the students’ achieve-
ments over their first 100 days of schooling. The Foundation students shared their 
learning with their parents and all received a certificate of achievement. We have 
put some beautiful photos of this special day in this week’s newsletter. Thank you 
to all the parents that attended and to Ms Cam Tu and Ms Wendy for organising 
the day. 

Congratulations to all our fabulous Foundation students 
for completing 100 Days of Learning! 

Building Update 
I am updating you about our building project. As you are 
aware all the sewerage works were completed during the 
last school holidays. This is an important piece of infra-
structure we can tick off. 
The architects, Capital Works team at Melbourne Archdi-
ocese Catholic Schools (otherwise known as MACS) and myself have been busy 
organising for the tender process to get underway so that we can secure a new 
builder to continue the work. As you will appreciate this process takes time and 
has protocols which must be followed.  
We were very fortunate to receive favourable tenders and MACS our governing 
body is now in the process of seeking to sign a contract with the builder. This part 
of the process will be complete in the next few weeks. I am very happy to inform 
you that the school has secured additional monetary support from Melbourne 
Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) in order to complete the building project 
with all the variations included. This will ensure that our children will be able to 
learn in excellent learning spaces with the latest facilities. It also ensures that the 
school will be able to face the future with confidence knowing that we have creat-
ed a modern, functional and excellent space for our students to learn and flourish, 
well into the future. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

 
Although we have had many setbacks in the construction of our beautiful new building, I can now confidently 
say that we are back on track. This building is something we can all be proud of. I would like to thank all par-
ents of Our Lady’s school for your understanding, patience and your ongoing support of this project.  
 
Our Lady’s School Dance Extravaganza-Let Your Light Shine- whole school performance update 
 
Andy the Dancer has informed me that all students in our 14 classes know their dances and are now in the 
process of polishing their performance in preparation for the whole school concert on Wednesday the 25th of 
October at the Quin Auditorium at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College. I have asked many students across all 
year levels about how they feel about learning dance and I have had an overwhelmingly positive response.  
 
The students in all classes will need to be dressed in white and NO other colour for their dance perfor-
mance. We would like parents to speak to their child about putting together their costume by looking at any 
white clothing they may already have at home; from which they can create their 
costume.  We ask if parents can put the clothing items into a bag with their child’s 
name clearly marked on the bag and then get your child to take the bag to school 
to their class teacher. If you need any support to create a costume please speak to 
your child’s teacher. 
 
Here are some ideas and examples of clothing to create a costume: T-shirts, shorts, 
skirts, leggings, trousers, lab coats, white fabric to use as belts, head bands etc. 
 
Child Safety Always a Priority 
 
I would like to thank all parents who are showing patience and following the road rules 
during pick up and drop off times.  
There are still some parents who are double parking and making U-turns where they 
shouldn’t, putting children’s lives at risk.  
The staff have zero tolerance for this sort of behaviour. Please organise yourself so that you have plenty of 
time during these peak times or park further away from the school and walk your child to school the rest of 
the way.  
We need EVERYONE to cooperate and ensure that ALL our children are safe at all times. 
 
Our Lady’s Staff Spirituality Day - The Role of Educators in Catholic Schools 
 
Last week the Our Lady’s staff participated in an Our Lady’s School Spirituality Day focusing on our Catholic 
Identity. Together we explored the important role the staff have in bringing the love, joy and hope of the Bi-
ble to our students and to our school community. This day was facilitated by 
Maria Forde who is an Irish Australian and a talented singer songwriter who 
uses her rich cultural heritage to create original songs. She has a broad range 
of experience as a Catholic Educator who has facilitated many sacramental 
evenings and staff retreat days. I have included many photos from the day in 
this week’s newsletter for you to enjoy. The staff had a great day filled with 
prayer, group work, meditation and time to reflect on the expectations of 
Catholic Educators in these modern and challenging times. 



 

Last Friday all of the Staff gathered at St Joseph’s By The Sea in Williamstown for Professional Development 

focussing on our Catholic Identity led by Maria Forde. 



 

FI 
Louis - For showing huge improvement as a Self-Manager. Well done on maintaining focus and trying hard to complete 
your work. From Ms. Cam Tu & Mrs Granata 
Willow - For working hard in Mathematics and persisting with more challenging addition and subtraction equations. 
Well done! From Ms. Cam Tu & Mrs Granata  
 
FJ 
Josephine - For working hard to make good choices in class. Well done, Josephine! From Miss Wendy 
Vincent - For trying to stay focused in dancing, even when it was hard. You are a superstar, Vincent! From Miss Wendy  
 
1K 
Emilia - for displaying the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Courage by not only using a big voice during reading con-
ferences but also sharing your work in front of the class during Writer’s Workshop. I’m so proud of you! From Miss Shai 
Sienna - for being a star during Maths this week! You were able to show your knowledge of division and sharing with 
minimal assistance. Well done! From Miss Shai  
 
1L 
Emily V - For showing improvement in your focus and self-management during writing time. Keep it up! From Miss 
Steph 
Jason P - For showing focus and concentration when writing on the lines! Your handwriting is getting better everyday! 
From Miss Steph  
 
2M 
Snowbery T - For being a great example to others of how to show excellent Whole Body Listening. Keep it up! From Ms 
Rochelle 
Hamish M - For always showing your enthusiasm to participate in our counting warm up and to push yourself to get 
better each time. Well done! From Ms Rochelle  
 
2N 
All the students in 2N For working so well this week and showing the school value of Respect. From Mrs Carabott on 
behalf of Mrs Mitchell  
 
3E 
Brian - For having a great attitude to his learning and working hard across all curriculum areas. Keep up the great work! 
From Ms Howe & Ms Belinda 
Sylvee - For being an amazing self-manager and working hard to complete all of her fraction tasks on time and to a 
high standard. From Ms Howe & Ms Belinda  
 
3F 
Bei Ra Pa Tha - For showing the Gospel Value of Respect when talking with your friends and teachers. Keep up the 
great work! From Mr Josh 
Makuei M - For being an engaged and curious learner. You are always thinking! Well done! From Mr Josh  
 
4G 
Hiyab A- For listening attentively and giving positive and constructive feedback to her peers during iTime sharing. From 
Ms Karen 



 

Olivia T- For creating a wonderful iTime presentation on Sustainability and for 
the effort she put into creating posters and placing bins around the school to 
recycle plastic. From Ms Karen  
 
4H 
Vivienne- For giving constructive feedback to your peers during iTime. Well 
done! From Ms. Robles 
Jay- For thinking creatively when solving mathematical problems. Keep it up! 
From Ms. Robles  
 
5C 
Annie Rose- for displaying the Learning Asset of Self Manager by identifying areas for improvement in Maths class. 
Well done Annie Rose! From Mr Membrey 
Bailey- for persisting with learning challenges. Your progress this week has been remarkable! From Mr Membrey  
 
5D 
Giselle - For consistently displaying our Lady’s Gospel values of peace and respect to those around you. Your gentle, 
kind nature is appreciated! From Ms Gurry 
Tracey - For your enthusiasm and focus during dance sessions. You lead the class in the skill, effort and passion you 
display! From Ms. Gurry  
 
6A 
Harrison: For showing the school Gospel Value of peace through his quiet and polite manner. From Mr Wickham 
Van Duh: For showing initiative, leadership and resilience. Values of a true leader. From Mr Wickham  
 
6B 
Jonti M- for demonstrating initiative with excellent organisational skills and always being prepared for learning. You 
are a role model for your peers. From Ms Christine & Mrs Sales  
Grace C- for demonstrating leadership during dance sessions and helping her peers learn the steps. Well done Grace! 
From Ms Christine & Mrs Sales 

WEEKS 3 & 4 
FI: Sarah Anne C  FJ: Siam G 
1L: Emily V 
2M: Sadie K 
3E: Samantha H  3F: Garang M 
4H: Emily N 
5C: Andrew T   5D: Giselle T 
6B: Sebastian S 
Staff: Ms Kathleen, Mrs Granata 



 



 



 



 



 

Student Wellbeing Parent 

Information evening 

Focus: Zones of regulation;    

social and emotional learning; 

Wellbeing 

When: Wednesday 30th 

August at 7:00pm 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


