
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
31 July 2026 

olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Fri 31 July Yr 1 Community Walk, 
7.00pm Year 6 Confirmation 
Mon 3 Aug  Yr 3 Museum, Yr 4 Mel-
bourne Zoo 
Tues 4 Aug 100 Days of Foundation 
Fri 7 Aug 9.00am St Mary MacKillop 
Mass in the Church 
Sat 8 Aug St Mary of the Cross 
McKillop Feast Day 
Mon 10 & Tues 11 Aug School Clo-
sure - Staff Faith Conference. No 
school for the children 
Sat 15 Aug Feast of the Assumption 
of Mary 
Mon 17-Fri 21 Aug Bullying No Way 
Week 
Mon 17 Aug Yr 5 Museum 
Tues 18 Aug Foundation CERES 
Mon 24-Tues 25 Aug  NAIDOC Activ-
ities 
Wed 26 Aug  Yr 2 CERES 
Fri 28 Aug Book Week Parade 
8.45am 
Thur 3 Sept Father’s Day Stall 
Mon 8 Sept Yr 6 Museum 
Fri 18 Sept 1.00 End of Term 
 
2026 Professional Development 
Days for Staff 
TERM 3  
Mon 10 & Tues 11 August -  
2 Day Faith Conference for Staff  
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm 

Confirmation Prayer 

In Confirmation we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We are strengthened for our 
faith journey. 

Dear God, we come before you with our prayer. Soon we will be confirmed in our 
faith in you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, help us to walk your way of love and serve others 
in your name. May we live always as people of prayer who make good choices in our 
lives. As we prepare for the sacrament of confirmation , we ask your blessing on all 
of us. Lord, we ask you to hear our prayers and those we hold in our hearts. Amen  

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families, 
Thank you to the many family members who join us each morning, particularly 
those who gather with us at the beginning of each week for Community Connect. 
It is always wonderful to see parents, grandparents and carers joining us in prayer 
as we begin the week together. 
 
This week, our Community Connect focus was on the 
simple but powerful act of greeting one another. We  
encouraged everyone to take the time to say "good 
morning" and offer a warm hello. It was heart-warming 
to see so many smiling faces as students, staff and     
families welcomed each other. Beginning each day with kindness, a smile and a 
sense of belonging is one of the many things that makes our school community so 
special. 
 
All parents and family members are warmly invited to join us each Monday     
morning for Community Connect. It is a wonderful opportunity to pray together, 
celebrate our community and stay informed about the week's events and happen-
ings. 
 
Sacrament of Confirmation – Friday 31 July 
Please keep our Year 6 students in your prayers as they receive 
the Sacrament of Confirmation this evening. 
We are blessed to welcome Bishop Martin Ashe, who will         
celebrate the sacrament alongside our Parish Priests: Fr Peter 
Damien McKinley, Fr Peter Zin, Fr Peter Hoang and Fr Hien Vu. 
We are grateful for the strong partnership we share with our Parish as we journey 
alongside our students in preparing for this important milestone in their faith. We 
pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide each of our Confirmation              
candidates, strengthening them through the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit as 
they continue their faith journey. 
 
Congratulations to all of our candidates and their families. May this be a joyful and 
memorable occasion for you all. 
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Electronics and Toys at School 
We have recently noticed an increase in the number of students bringing expensive personal items and toys 
to school. Unfortunately, these items can easily become lost, damaged or broken, often leading to              
unnecessary disappointment and playground disputes. 
We appreciate your support in ensuring that toys and valuable personal belongings remain at home unless 
they have been specifically requested for a classroom activity. 
We have also noticed an increasing number of students bringing mobile phones to school in 
their bags or wearing smart watches that have messaging, calling, recording or photography 
capabilities. 
As previously communicated before, all devices with communication, recording or               
photography functions must be handed into the school office at the beginning of the day and collected at 
dismissal. These devices will be stored securely in the office throughout the school day. 
Thank you for your partnership in helping us maintain a safe, focused and positive learning environment for 
all students. 
 
Hygiene and Practicality 
As part of our school expectations, we ask that students with hair that extends beyond     
shoulder length have it tied back while at school. 
There are several important reasons for this expectation: 
• Supporting learning: Loose hair can fall across a student's face while they are reading, 

writing or working, making it difficult to concentrate and obstructing their view of the board or their 
work. 

• Health and hygiene: Like all schools, we occasionally experience cases of head lice throughout the 
year. Keeping long hair tied back helps reduce hair-to-hair contact and lowers the risk of spreading 
head lice within the school community. 

Many parents know firsthand how time-consuming and challenging treating head lice can be. By working to-
gether and encouraging students to keep long hair tied back each day, we can help minimise the risk for eve-
ryone. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and support. Together, we continue to build a welcoming, faith-
filled community where every child is known, valued and encouraged to flourish. 
 
God bless, 

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan  
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 









Mark Your Calendars: Book Week Character Parade! 

 

Students are invited to dress up as a favourite book character for our Book Week Character 
Parade. There is no expectation that families purchase a costume. Children may like to use 
clothing they already own or add a simple prop to represent a character they have enjoyed 
reading about. The focus is on celebrating books and a love of reading. 

 

Date: Friday, 28th August 

Time: 8.45 am 

Who: All parents, carers and family members are warmly welcome to join us. 

 

Further information will be available closer to the date.  
 

Kind regards,  
Lisa Piperno 
Literacy Leader 



















Calling all future Bulldogs! 
Girls aged 4–12 are invited to join our AFLW All Girls Pre-Game Clinics at Mission Whitten Oval. Each clinic 

will take place two hours before every Western Bulldogs AFLW home game.  Only $55 for the pro-

gram  Perfect for girls of all skill levels! 

 Auskick (Ages 4–7) – Learn the basics through fun games and activities. 

 Superkick (Ages 7–12) – Build skills and confidence in a game-based environment. 

 Location: Mission Whitten Oval 

 Clinic Dates: 
Saturday 22 August vs Richmond, Saturday 5 September vs Sydney, Saturday 3 October vs St Kilda 
Friday 9 October vs Essendon 

 Special Offer: Use promo code FCB008C6 at checkout to receive $20 off registration. 

 Register now: 

 Auskick (Ages 4–7): https://
www.playhq.com/afl/register/9dd463 

 Superkick (Ages 7–12): https://
www.playhq.com/afl/register/251cd8 
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