
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

16 February 2024 
www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

Mon 19 Feb School Photos 
Tues 20 Feb 5.00-6.30pm Foun-
dation Picnic 
Mon Feb 26 9.00am Beginning 
of School Year Mass 
Tues 27 Feb 9.00am Parent 
Helper Training 
Wed 28 Feb-Fri 1 Mar Year 6 
Camp 
Wed 28 Feb   
2.15pm Parent Helper Training 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
7.00pm P&F Meeting 
Wed 6 Mar 7.00pm Foundation 
Parent Learning Info Session 
Mon 11 Mar  Labour Day Public 
Holiday 
Tues 12 Mar  Professional 
Learning Day for Staff (Literacy) 
Wed 13 Mar-Fri 22 Mar 
NAPLAN for Yrs 3 & 5 
Wed 20 Mar 7.00pm Reconcilia-
tion Parent Evening 
Wed 27 Mar  7.00pm PAB 
Meeting 
Thur 28 Mar End of Term 1 at 
1.00pm 
Mon 15 April Start of Term 2 at 
8.35am. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Thurs 6 May 6.30pm Reconcilia-
tion for Year 3 
Sun 26 May 10.30am Eucharist 
for Year 4 
Fri 2 Aug 7.00pm Confirmation 
for Year 6 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
DAYS - PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Tues 12 March Literacy with 
Deb Sukarna 
 

I give you a new commandment, love one another; just as I have loved you, you also must love 
one another. By this love you have for one another, everyone will know that you are my  

disciples.   John 13:34-35 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Ash Wednesday Prayer 

Wednesday was Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent, a season of 40 days for pray-
er and reflection leading up to Easter. Let’s pray the 5 Finger Prayer together. 

Thumb: Pray for those closest to you; your family and friends. 
Pointer Finger: Pray for those who point you in the right direction; your teachers, and 

other leaders in your life. Pray for wisdom and support. 
Tallest Finger: Pray for those who lead us; those in government, in business, in church 

leadership. Pray for guidance and wisdom. 
Ring Finger: Pray for those who are poor, sick, in pain, in trouble: those most in need. 

Pinkie Finger: Pray for yourself and your own needs. 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
On Wednesday we celebrated the beginning of the 40 day Len-
ten season. The Years 4 to 6 students went to the Ash Wednes-
day Mass and were joined by many parishioners. Father Peter 
was extremely proud of the respectful and prayerful way our 
students behaved throughout the mass. 
The Years 1, 2 and 3 students had their Ash Wednesday paralit-
urgy later in the day. Thank you to all parents who came to cele-
brate the beginning of the Lenten season. Lent is a time to prepare ourselves for Easter and 
the resurrection. You may like to speak to your child/children about how they are preparing 
themselves. 
Welcome to Country-Smoking Ceremony 
A big thank you to all the parents who came to join Our Lady’s 
students and staff on Monday morning to participate in the 
Welcome to Country, Smoking Ceremony, led by Wurundjeri 
elder Uncle Perry Wandin. Being able to participate in a ceremo-
ny that has been practised on this land for thousands of years 
was a real privilege for us all. Uncle Perry is also a direct relative 
of William Barak. William Barak was the last traditional chief 
elder of the Wurundjeri clan  who lived in this area in pre-
colonial days. 
New Building Update 
On Tuesday the slab for the first floor was poured. It was very exciting to see the concrete 
pump and all the concrete trucks coming throughout the day. The builders are now working on 
preparing the slab so that they can begin to install the steel frame and also preparing the 
formwork for the stairs so that in the next weeks the concrete will be poured and our building 
will have stairs. Bit by bit it is really beginning to take shape. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Something EVERYONE should know about. 

Harry and Zeb (2M) have discovered the special 

glass cabinet in the school office which has all the 

sports trophies won by students of Our Lady’s 

School. They want everyone to know that there are 

some trophies that go back for more than 50 years.  

In the photo you can see Zeb holding a Footscray 

Football club trophy won by the 1972 Our Lady’s 

football team. 

Harry is holding an AFL schools cup won by the Our 

Lady’s under 9 football team in 2015. 

There are so many other trophies  for you to see in the glass cabinet. Harry and Zeb want eve-

ryone to go and have a look in the glass cabinet and discover the Our Lady’s school sporting 

achievements  over the many years. Hopefully we can add to our collection this year. 

ANAPHYLAXIS 

There are several children at school who suffer from allergic reactions to various forms of 

food, plants, bites and stings. The Australian Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

(ASCIA) does not recommend the banning of particular items. This is based on the premise 

that for school age children, an essential step is to develop strategies for avoidance in the 

wider community as well as at school. All staff have undertaken anaphylactic training and will 

have it annually. The school has a thorough policy, action plan and procedures for each child, 

including first aid response and medication storage, to ensure the wellbeing of all students. 

Please visit www.allergy.org.au for more information.  

Our Lady’s Staffing Information 

On the next page I have included a list of all staff that work at Our Lady’s school including the 

external staff that we engage to support us in making sure that we are providing the best ed-

ucational opportunities for all students and also providing excellent professional learning op-

portunities for our staff. 

Zeb (2M) Harry (2M) 

REMINDERS 
 

Parents and Friends Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday the 28th of 
February at 7.00pm in the staffroom 
 
Parent Advisory Board Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday the 27th 
of March at 7.00pm in the staffroom. 



 

OUR LADY’S STAFF 2024 
Parish Priest: Fr Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal: Ms Patrizia Bertani   Deputy Principal / Wellbeing Leader: Mrs Christine Carabott 
 
Leadership Team 
Principal: Ms Patrizia Bertani   Deputy Principal / Wellbeing Leader: Mrs Christine Carabott 
RE & Teaching and Learning Leader: Mrs Tania Cuni 
Literacy Leader: Ms Lisa Piperno   Numeracy Leader: Mrs Anna Kalc-Smyth 
OHS/Child Safety Leader: Mr Tim Wickham Design & Digital Technologies Leader: Mr John Buttigieg 
Learning Diversity Leader: Ms Kirsty Ross 
 
Literacy Team 
Ms Lisa Piperno (Literacy Leader)   Mr John Buttigieg   Mrs Justine Sales 
 
Classroom Teachers 
Mr Tim Wickham     Mrs Belinda Whelan & Ms Jo McManus 
Mrs Huyen Nguyen     Ms Michelle Gurry 
Ms Steph Huynh     Ms Christine Chu & Mrs Tanya Majczak 
Ms Karen Everson & Mrs Menica Granata Mr Glenn Membrey 
Ms Seona Payne     Ms Wendy Veldman 
Ms Shai Stringa     Ms Scarlett Sexton Bennetts 
Ms Rochelle Monge     Ms Beatrice Robles 
 
Specialist Teachers 
PE Ms Jo McManus     Art Ms Pina Mc Donald 
LOTE (Italian) Mr Matteo Maccio   Wellbeing (STARS) Mrs Cam Tu Nguyen 
 
Learning Diversity Team 
Ms Kirsty Ross (Learning Diversity Leader) 
Mrs Lorraine Bugeja    Mrs Gina Callanan   Mrs Lynda Gardy 
Mrs Frances Mafodda    Ms Kathleen Caruana  Mr Mario Sorgiovanni 
Ms Michala Meilak     Ms Jessica Ferguson  Mr Angus Hamilton 
 
Library Tech 
Mrs Toni Balbata 
 
Admin Team 
Mrs Mary-Anne Meilak    Mrs Jayne Hill   Mrs Catherine Elarmaly 
 
Canteen Managers 
Mrs Nubia Barrera     Mrs Connie Caterino 
 
Cleaning Team 
Mr Salvatore Barrera    Mrs Nubia Barrera 
 
Maintenance & Gardens Team 
Mr Dean Frahm     Mr John Payne 
 
External Specialists Team 
Mr Cam Lee - Counsellor 
Ms Jessica Stiles - Speech Pathologist 
Mr Greg Woolford - Family School Partnerships Convenor 
Mr Harshdeep Bhatia - MACS Business Manager 
Mr Tim Buhagiar - IT Technician 
Mrs Pauline Zappulla - Leadership Coaching and Performance and Development Consultant 
Ms Deb Sukarna- Literacy Consultant - Focus on Literacy - Spelling F-6 
Ms Kath Murdoch- Personalising Learning using an inquiry approach iTime and Discovery Learning F-6 



 



 

FI 
Elsie - For showing kindness to all and being a helpful member of our classroom. Thank you Elsie for displaying the Our 
Lady’s school Gospel values of compassion and respect - Well done! From Miss Seona 
Eve - For working hard in all parts of the school day. You show that you are a self-manager! Well done Eve! From Miss 
Seona  
 
FJ 
Jayden - For showing the Gospel Value Service by helping others to tidy up. Well done, Jayden! From Miss Wendy 
Kathy - For the Gospel Value Compassion by showing kindness to all you meet. We love having you in our class, Kathy. 
From Miss Wendy  
 
1K 
Audrey - for displaying the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value of Courage when you spoke clearly and confidently at our 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy. From Miss Shai 
Jacob - for being patient and respectful during our Maths testing even as issues kept arising! Thanks Jacob! From Miss 
Shai  
 
1L 
Ivy R - For showing respect and kindness to everyone in our classroom! You are an amazing person to have in 1L. Well 
done! Miss Scarlett 
James M - For showing the Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Courage when you volunteered to speak at our Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy. Well done! From Miss Scarlett 
 
2M 
Class of 2M - For showing that you can work together as a classroom family and work as a team to progress toward 
achieving our classroom goals. Let’s keep it up! From Ms Rochelle  
 
2N 
Aman- For working hard in making choices beneficial for your learning. Keep it up! From Ms Robles 
Max- For displaying the Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Courage when you volunteered to read during the Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy. Well done! From Ms Robles  
 
3E 
Emily K - For showing persistence and determination in Maths when partitioning and writing the expanded form of 
numbers! From Miss Steph 
Tony N - For showing self-management when planning and writing your narrative. You came up with an interesting 
and entertaining story! From Miss Steph  
 
3F 
Ethan - For demonstrating care and pride for our school by picking up rubbish around the grass area even though he 
did not drop them. Thank you Ethan, well done! From Ms Christine & Mrs Majczak 
Chanel - For reading beautifully during the Ash Wednesday liturgy and showing reverence. Well done Chanel! From Ms 
Christine & Mrs Majczak  
 
4G 
Sylvee V For showing the Our Lady’s school Gospel value of Peace. Your gentle and peaceful nature shines through in 
the classroom and on the playground. Well done Sylvee! From Ms Karen & Ms Granata 
Samantha H For showing the Our Lady’s school Gospel value of Service. You help others with such kindness and com-
passion. Well done Samantha! From Ms Karen & Ms Granata  



 

 
4H 
Ben- For your outstanding contributions and thoughts during Reading classes 
this week. Keep it up Ben! From Mr Membrey 
Louise- For your helpfulness in the classroom, and the calm and peaceful way 
that you participate in the classroom. From Mr Membrey  
 
5C 
Vivienne M-For showing the Our Lady’s school Gospel value of Peace. Your calmness and happy smile is infectious. 
From Ms Huyen 
Louisa Jane S- For getting along well with others and working cooperatively in small groups. Well done! From Ms 
Huyen  
 
5D 
Hiyab - For showing Our Lady’s Gospel value of service by being organised to read prayer each day and arranging our 
class prayer table for Lent. Well done! From Ms Gurry 
Matthew - For consistently trying to be a good Communicator during whole class focus sessions by sharing your ideas. 
Keep it up! From Ms. Gurry  
 
6A 
Leo - For showing initiative and leadership by stepping up and taking responsibility. From Mr Wickham 
Gabbie For speaking up in class discussions and sharing ideas and opinions. From Mr Wickham  
 
6B 
Henry - For being a wonderful collaborator and communicator! Henry is a role model in sharing his ideas and sup-
porting his peers. Well done! From Mrs Belinda & Ms McManus 
Giselle - For being a fantastic self-manager! Giselle understands what she needs to work on and makes great decisions 
to remain focussed. Amazing work! From Mrs Belinda & Ms McManus  

3F: Eddy F 
5D: Jay T 
6A: Henry N 
STAFF: Ms Christine, Mr Matteo  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


