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OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
1 August 2019 

www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:  Saturday  6:00pm 
       Sunday    9:00am, 10:30am & 5:30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Prayer for Victims of Discrimination 
God created all of us. Everyone is to be treated with respect. 

God, Father and Creator, you made each of us in your image and likeness. Because 
of that, each person is to be treated with dignity and respect. We pray tody for the 
victims of discrimination and hate in our world. May they know that you are with 
them and that you love them with an unending love. Help us to stand up for the 
rights of others and have the courage to put an end to intolerance. May we work 

for justice and peace for all people and all nations. We pray this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and through your Holy Spirit of love who guides our lives. Amen. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
Thurs 1 Aug 
School Disco 6.00-7.30pm in 
Hall 
Fri 2 Aug 
Professional Learning for Staff 
(Berry St) -No school for the 
children 
Wed 7 Aug 
Gr 4 Eucharist Reflection Day 
Thurs 8 Aug 
Feast of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop 9.00am Mass 
Mon 12 Aug 
2N Learning Walk 
Wed 14 Aug 
2M Learning Walk 
PAB Meeting 7.00pm 
Thurs 15 Aug 
Feast of the Assumption 
9.00am Mass 
Gr 5 Excursion Edendale Farm 
Fri 16 Aug 
P&F Meeting 8.45am 
Mon 19 Aug 
Book Week Parade 8.45am 
Reading Is My Secret Power 
Wed 4 Sept 
Professional Learning Day for 
Staff Fr Richard Leonard - no 
school for the children 
Fri 20 Sept 
End of term 3 at 3.15pm 
 
SACRAMENTS 
Thurs 10 Oct 
7.00pm Reconciliation 
Fri 15 Nov 
7.00pm Confirmation 

‘So let us pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbringing’ 
Romans 14: 19 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parent, 
Please remember to join us at the St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Feast Day Mass next Thursday the 8th of August. The mass will begin 
at 9.00am and all classes will attend.  
 
As a way of keeping the spirit of Mary MacKillop alive in our school 
we have placed beautiful translucent images of her onto the glass 
panels at the entrance to the St Mary MacKillop Learning Centre. 
The images also have two of her most famous sayings: 

‘We are but travellers here’ 
‘Never see a need without doing something about it’ 

See if you can spot them next time you visit the school.  
 
As you are aware we value the parent voice at Our Lady’s School and give you diverse 
opportunities to express your ideas and feelings about school improvement and curricu-
lum matters. Each year we send out School Improvement Surveys for parents/carers to 
fill in and voice their opinions. It is our way of pausing and listening to all members of our 
school community: our students, families and staff.  
I thank those people who over the years have taken the time to fill in this important sur-
vey. The information is then used to inform future school planning. The staff and stu-
dents also fill in the survey at the same time as the parents. The data we receive helps us 
to gauge how our learning community is travelling. This feedback is invaluable to our pro-
gress as an effective school community and is backed by evidence-based research and 
best practice. 
In 2019, students, families and staff are invited to participate in CEMSIS or the Catholic 
Education Melbourne School Improvement Survey. This is a new look survey but has the 
same purpose as those of previous years. CEMSIS is a set of surveys that have been built 
specifically for Catholic Schools in Melbourne by Learning Services Teams in Catholic Edu-
cation Melbourne in partnership with researchers. 
Later on this term I will be inviting you to participate in the survey. The surveys are not a 
test, they are an inclusive way to feed the work we are already doing to improve our 
school. All participation is 100% voluntary. 

Our community’s opinions are critical to understanding how our school is performing - 
CEMSIS is a key data source for guiding the ongoing work to improve our School. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF
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Important information 
I am alerting you to the fact that the school has recently reviewed and updated 
it’s Privacy Policy. The updated policy can be accessed from the school’s website. 
Alternately you can request a copy from the school office. 
 
Each August all Australian schools are required to submit Census Data. This is an 
Australian Government requirement and the information is critical to the annual 
funding of schools.  
I have included detailed information in the collection notice below which outlines 
type of data , purpose and use. 

 
Collection of school information by the Australian Government under the Australian Education Act 2013 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Collection of information about schools  
The Australian Government provides funding to Australian schools under the Australian Education Act 2013. That Act 
and the associated Australian Education Regulation 2013 require that your child’s school provide the Australian Gov-
ernment with certain information about the school, its financial arrangements, and its student body to ensure the 
funding is properly calculated and accounted for.  
 
What information is collected by the Australian Government? 
The authority that operates your child’s school such as, a state or territory education department, a Catholic Education 
Office, or an independent school authority, will provide basic information about the school to the Australian Govern-
ment.  This includes its name, address, contact details, years of schooling offered and its staff. 
The authority must provide the Australian Government with information about the school’s finances, including annual 
audited financial statements and certification that Government funding has been used for proper purposes relating to 
education. 
 
In addition, the authority will provide certain performance information at an aggregate level, including student attend-
ance rates, student results in the National Assessment Program.  For secondary schools this includes, post-school stu-
dent destinations such as going into the workforce, vocational education and training, or higher education. 
The authority is required to publish much of this information, and it is also published by the Australian Curriculum As-
sessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) on the My School website at www.myschool.edu.au. 
 
The school authority must also provide information to the Australian Government about the makeup of the school’s 
student body during an annual school census. This is because Australian Government funding varies according to 
whether students are primary, secondary, receiving distance education, or are overseas students; and is calculated to 
provide additional funding, called ‘loadings’, for students at educational disadvantage. 
 
The authority must provide information about the number of students attending the school, including the number of: 
• primary and secondary students 

• full-time and part-time students 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 

• students with disability 

• students with low English proficiency 

• students receiving distance education 

• boarding students 

• overseas students. 

 
Who receives this information? 
Most of the information is provided by school authorities to the Australian Government Department of Education (the 
department). Some of it is provided directly to ACARA. 

http://www.myschool.edu.au
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Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

The department may in turn pass the information on to ACARA, state and territory education departments and au-
thorities, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and the Productivity Commission.  The department will also provide 
the information to other organisations if required or authorised by law to do so. 
The department may also disclose the information to its Information and Communication Technology (ICT) service 
providers, to allow them to provide ICT support services to the department. 
 
Why is this information collected? 
The department collects information about schools under the Australian Education Act 2013 for the purposes of that 
Act, which include: 
• calculation of Australian Government funding 

• oversight of funding conditions and requirements 

• monitoring of financial performance and educational outcomes of schools 

• publishing and providing information about schools to the public. 
 
 

The department also uses the information for research, statistical analysis, and policy development on school educa-
tion for the Australian Government. 
Information passed to ACARA, state and territory education authorities, the ABS, and the Productivity Commission is 
used by those organisations for their public purposes.  For example, the information collected from school authorities 
under the Australian Education Act 2013 forms part of the national statistical collection maintained by the ABS. 
 
Is my child identified in the information collected by the Australian Government? 
Where school authorities are required to provide the Australian Government with information about students, that 
information is aggregated statistical data that does not identify individual students.  The information is not matched 
with any other information held by the Australian Government that can be used to identify individual students. 
However, from time to time the department engages contractors to audit or verify school records to ensure that the 
information a school provides to the department is accurate. The information previously collected by the department 
may also be passed onto these contractors for this purpose.  
When carrying out an audit, the contractors may need to access information about individual students from the 
school’s records. This information may be ‘personal information’ within the meaning given in the Privacy Act 1988. The 
contractors may pass this information onto officers within the department if there is a discrepancy in the data provid-
ed by the school and the school’s records and further investigation is required. 
 
There may be other circumstances in which a school authority will voluntarily provide information about individual 
students to the department when seeking additional funding for those students. Most commonly, these are where a 
student has not been in attendance at a school during the annual school census reference period but the authority 
wishes to receive funding for him or her, or where the authority believes that the demographics of the students at the 
school are not representative of the households in the ABS statistical areas serviced by the school. 
Other than in exceptional circumstances (for example, investigation of fraud relating to overseas students), the de-
partment does not disclose personal information to any overseas recipients. 
 
Contacts for further information 

If you have questions about the collection of information about schools by the Australian Government under the Aus-
tralian Education Act 2013, please contact: 
The Recurrent Assistance for Schools team at: GrantsandDatahelp@education.gov.au. 
 
You can get more information about the way in which the department will manage your personal information, includ-
ing information on accessing or correcting your information, and how to make a complaint, in our full privacy policy, at 
education.gov.au/privacy or by requesting a copy from the department at privacy@education.gov.au.  

mailto:GrantsandDatahelp@education.gov.au
mailto:privacy@education.gov.au
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Josh D (6A) recently competed in the SSV School Sports Victoria state trials for track and field 

and was fortunate enough to win the 100 metres while representing Our Lady’s. 

Now Josh has the opportunity to represent Victoria and Our Lady's 

School in the National School Sport Australian Championships in Sep-

tember, which is being hosted in Darwin. 

To help Josh with the expense of travelling to Darwin to compete, 

School Sport Victoria is having a raffle with tickets being $2.00 each.  

If you would like to support Josh and buy a $2.00 Raffle Ticket, please come to the Office where they are 

available to buy. 

 

A word to take home 
 

Mary MacKillop: the witness who challenges us to make a difference 
Scripture Focus: Luke 4:18 - 19 
In this Gospel, Jesus reads from the Prophet Isaiah and so proclaims his mission. This 
Gospel passage could be our Mission statement too. Like Jesus, we are baptised and 
we, too, have been anointed to bring Good News to the poor, to give new sight to 
those who cannot see clearly and to free those who are imprisoned and oppressed or burdened. 
Mary MacKillop had a saying, “Never see a need without trying to do something about it”. She embraced 
this scripture as she endeavoured to bring Good News to the poor. Her radical response to go where need 
was calling loudly, to care for the poor and neglected ones, is a challenge for each of us. 
 
Jesus wanted everyone to know that God loved them, that no-one was excluded from God’s love. He wanted 
them to know that God calls all of us to be set free from whatever hurts us. It was this message that Mary 
MacKillop wanted to proclaim, particularly to those who were most neglected. 
 
Who are the oppressed in our particular community? How can you assist them and help them find justice? 
Are we ‘doing our bit’ to relieve suffering and bring hope, particularly to those with few choices? 
Take some time in a relaxed setting to reflect on this with your family. Take a moment to assess your own 
experience of bringing good news to the poor. How do you respond to this challenge? What practical ways 
can you, as a family, relieve suffering and bring hope? 
 
As we continue the mission of Jesus in our lives, we can be inspired by Mary MacKillop, a remarkable woman 
who reminds us to make a difference in the lives of others. 

“Do all you can with the means at your disposal and calmly leave the rest to God”.   Mary MacKillop 
 

You are invited 
Parish and whole school mass for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

Thursday 8th August 9.00am. All welcome. 
 
Kriss Oliver 
RE/Learning & Teaching Leader 
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EXTEND UPDATE. 

 
The Extend Superstar is… 

Kayla… for using positive language, being respectful and engaging in a variety of experiences... Well done ⭐  

 
What’s Been Happening? 
Children have had a fantastic week... Decorating hand prints, group 
games, musical chairs, art and crafts, science quizzes and outdoor sports 
challenges. Our suggestion box is full of more new experiences that we 
can’t wait to engage in.  
Families don’t forget there is a suggestion box and communication book 
for you to get involved and share you’re thoughts and ideas with us.   
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to come see us. 
Have a lovely week and we look forward to your input in planning more fun and rich experiences throughout 
this term. 
Enrol and book now: extend.com.au 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Crazy science Music and 
dance 

Cooking pasta Sports carnival Enrichment 
program- 
Knitting 
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In case you haven’t updated our SkoolBag app - or haven’t 

downloaded it yet! 

https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions/  

https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions/
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