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Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday  5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10:45am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.30pm, Sunday 12.30pm 
Chin: Sunday 2.30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Every Friday Assembly is online at 

2.30pm 

 
Sun 8 August 
Feast of St Mary of the Cross 
Wed 11 August 
School Disco: 
5.30 Hot Dog Dinner 
6.00-7.30 Disco 
Sun 15 Aug 
Feast of the Assumption of Mary 
Mon 23-Fri 27 Aug 
Book Week 
Wed 25-Fri 27 Aug 
Grade 5 Camp (Narmbool) 
Sun 5 Sept 
Father’s Day 
Fri 17 Sept 
End of Term 3 at 3.15pm 
Mon 4 Oct 
Start of Term 4 at 8.45am 
Mon 1 Nov 
School Closure - Report Writing 
Tues 2 Nov 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Fri 12 Nov 
Yr 6 Confirmation 
Mon 15-Fri 26 Nov 
10 Day Swimming Program 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE 2021 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS 
Mon 1 Nov Report Writing 

Dear Parents, 
 
It is a strange feeling to be returning to school during a lockdown however I am 
excited about starting this new term and making the most of it, regardless of the 
circumstances. It is obvious to us all that COVID-19 is not going away and it high-
lights more than ever the importance of working together as one to comply with 
the medical experts' advice in order to keep each other and our community as safe 
as possible. 
 
This week we have continued to implement 
our remote online learning and it has been 
great to hear that we have had very good 
attendance and engagement with the online 
learning from students across all classes. 
This is in no small way due to you the par-
ents who are at home supporting your child/
children to participate in the learning that 
the teachers have organised.  
It is important to allow the children to have regular breaks throughout the day and 
participate in activities away from the computer screen.  
 
As it stands now we should be back to on site learning on Wednesday, hopefully 
this will happen as planned. We need however to be prepared that the lockdown 
may continue. 
 
I have already written to inform you that the staff two day RE Conference which 
was scheduled to be held on Monday and Tuesday of next week has been can-
celled. Therefore, teachers will be teaching students online as they have been 
throughout this week on those days. Students of essential workers will be able to 
come onsite as per this week to be supervised by teachers at school. 
 
 
 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms." 1 Peter 4:10  

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Our Teachers 
Jesus, when you lived on earth, people called you ‘Teacher’ 

Our teachers are like you when they teach us about God - father, Son and Holy 
Spirit - about Mary, about heaven, about angels, about saints, about being good 
about sin, about suffering, about death, about praying, about adding up, about 

spelling, about writing, about computers, and lots and lots of other things. 
Help our teachers as they work hard to teach us, help them when they are tired 

or worried, give them lots of fun in being teachers. 
Please bless our teachers and their families. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

During my absence Christine Carabott was the Acting Principal for the first week of this 
term and Anna Kalc-Smyth was in the role of Acting Deputy Principal. I would like to 
thank them both for doing such an excellent job during my absence. It was in that first 
week that a snap lockdown was called. It takes much agility, organisation and expertise 
to quickly prepare the school community to return back to online learning. Christine 
and Anna, together with the staff did a great job in my absence. 
 
Annual Report to the Community 
I would like to alert you to the fact that the Annual Report to the School Community for 2020 has been up-
loaded onto our website. If you are wanting to find out more about our school please visit our website and 
have a read of this comprehensive document. 
 
Parents Advisory Board (PAB) 
This week the Parent Advisory Board had an online meeting which was well attended. Thank you to all those 
who participated. I updated the Parent Advisory Board about the progress of our Planning submission to 
Brimbank Council for stage one of our development of 10 new classrooms. After a small issue which was re-
solved it seems likely that we will gain permission from Council. By the end of this month I should know as to 
whether we have been successful in obtaining either a Federal or State government grant to build. Please 
pray that this time we are successful. This is the third time we have applied for funding. 
 
At the Parent Advisory Board meeting we also discussed the Review Report which was written by our school 
reviewer, Judi Hanke at the end of last term after she had spent three days speaking to students, staff and 
parents as well as examining all of our school policies and documentation: to make sure that we are compli-
ant with all the VRQA requirements.  
 
In the report the reviewer gave us very positive feedback about our school and identified strengths and op-
portunities for the school to consider for future planning. She reviewed all the 5 spheres of schooling- Reli-
gious Education, Learning and Teaching, Leadership and Management, Student Wellbeing and School Com-
munity. We will use her feedback to set goals and targets in each of these areas for the next four years. We 
will seek input from the Parent Advisory Board in this process. I will communicate more about this process in 
the newsletter as we proceed.  
 
I have included an excerpt from the reviewer’s report below. I think you will agree with me that we should all 
be very proud of our school.  
 
The school proclaims its Catholic identity in its welcoming community, education about the Catholic story, the 
influence of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, and its commitment to service. A learning culture focused on high 
quality teaching where agreed teaching and learning strategies are consistently implemented across the 
school is evident. A safe, positive and enabling learning environment provides extensive support for student 
wellbeing and learning, with high expectations for students. Parents value the school's emphasis on a sense 
of belonging, orientation to families of diverse backgrounds and positive relationships. Progress is apparent 
across all spheres. 



 

FI 
Van Sui P For an outstanding recount to include what you did with your family when you went to Mt Buller. You were 
such a great Self Manager to complete that independently. From Ms. Cam Tu 
Indiana L You are a mathematician! You used an empty number line to solve addition equations with an answer up to 
100! Wow!! From Ms. Cam Tu  
 
FJ 
Sophie - For being a great Self-Manager during online learning. You can learn independently and think carefully about 
everything you do. Well done, Sophie! From Miss Wendy 
Jayden - For being a great Communicator. You demonstrated the ramp experiment you made in Discovery Time and 
explained it clearly. Well done! From Miss Wendy 
 
1K 
Catherine- For demonstrating the Our Lady’s School Gospel value of Courage when you try your best throughout your 
learning. Your improvements are fantastic. Well done From Miss Scarpaci 
Joanne- For demonstrating the Our Lady’s School Gospel value of Compassion when you care for others and help those 
in need. Well done. From Miss Scarpaci  
 
1L 
Samantha N - For a fantastic diagram of a dolphin! Well done on labelling and drawing your sea creature during Re-
mote Online Learning! From Miss Steph 
Andreas A - For making a fantastic transition to online learning. Well done for being a great self manager while learn-
ing at home! From Miss Steph  
 
2M 
Oliver I- For completing all tasks during Remote Learning to the best of his ability. Also for reading super well during 
reading groups this week! Well done! From Ms Frost 
Kim B- For self-correcting and reading super well during reading groups this week. Well done! From Ms Frost  
 
2N 
Olivia T - For always completing all assigned Remote Online Learning to the best of her ability! Olivia, you have been 
thriving at home! I am very proud of you! From Ms Howe 
Lara M - For taking on feedback and improving learning during Remote Online Learning. You are always happy to share 
your thinking and learning with us in our Google Meets and always try your best. I am so proud of you! From Ms Howe 
 
3E 
Cohen W- For completing extra learning tasks during Remote Home Learning. Well done Cohen! From Miss Karen 
James N- For great listening in Google Meets and for wonderful participation in group work in an online setting! From 
Miss Karen  
 
3F 
Rhys N For actively participating in Google Meets and completing all set work to a high standard. Well done Rhys. From 
Mr Howarth 
Nina B For showing a positive attitude to school and for making a smooth transition to online learning. Keep up the 
great work Nina. From Mr Howarth 
 
4G 
Mila K - For demonstrating fantastic Self-Managing skills during remote learning this week. You found solutions to any 



 

Neveah M 3E 
Alexander S 3E 
Ava H 1L 
Charlize D 4G 
Esthy K 6A 
Steve 

problems you encountered as well as showing Courage to speak up and ask for 
help whenever you needed it. Great job! From Ms Wood 
Bella D - For persevering with all of your remote learning activities with a fantastic 
attitude attached! Greeting our class with a smile each morning and making sure 
to seek clarity before beginning your work, you have been demonstrating wonder-
ful Self-Management skills and the School Gospel Value of Peace. From Ms Wood  
 
4H 
Willow F- Demonstrating the Our Lady’s School Gospel Courage for taking the ini-
tiative to participate during class discussions. Keep up the good work!  From Ms. 
Robles 
Harrison B- Demonstrating the Our Lady’s School Gospel Service for being the first 
one to help clean our classroom. From Ms. Robles  
 
5C 
Eve I: For contributing to classroom discussions and always trying to think deeply about things and make connections. 
From Ms. Kaan 
Carry C: For your positive attitude towards all areas of his learning. Keep up the great work From Ms. Kaan  
 
5D 
Chloe Dan N: For always joining our morning meetings with a positive attitude and smiling face! From Ms Marina 
Elizabeth N: For being a great thinker and providing thoughtful recordings to explain your work on Seesaw. Excellent 
effort! From Ms Marina 
 
6A 
Johnny S: For an outstanding and positive approach to your learning and your focus in completing learning tasks inde-
pendently. You are showing the Learning Assets of Self Manager and Collaborator. From Mr Wickham 
Jai J For your positive approach to your learning tasks which shows the Learning Asset of Self Manager and your quiet 
and polite manner showing respect to all at all times. From Mr Wickham 
 
6B 
Georgia M - For your positive attitude and organisation in the completion of Remote Learning activities. Well done! 
From Ms. Gurry 
Eleanor M - For consistently putting your best effort into all activities, whether they are completed in the classroom or 
during Remote Learning. Your actions demonstrate that you are a reliable leader and an excellent role model. From 
Ms. Gurry 



 

 

BRIMBANK LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Hi everyone, I am writing to you to share a competition we are hosting this lock-
down. 
We are running a lockdown special Lego challenge! 
We are inviting children to create somewhere they would like to visit after lock-
down is over using Lego pieces. It can be somewhere local like the beach, bowling 
etc. Or an international destination! 
Entries close next Wednesday 28th July. 
Entries can be submitted via: 
Facebook: Post in the virtual lego club page 
Instagram: #brimbanklibrarieslegochallenge 
Or Email: library@brimbank.vic.gov.au 
We’ve created a lego video for a little inspiration. See here: https://fb.watch/v/3N8bdr6f5/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brimbanklegoclub
mailto:library@brimbank.vic.gov.au
https://fb.watch/v/3N8bdr6f5/


 



 



 


