
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

6 February 2026 
olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Mon 16 Feb School Photos 
Wed 18 Feb Ash Wednesday 
Thur 19 Feb 2.00pm Parent Helper 
Info Session 
Mon 23 Feb Beginning of School 
Mass at 11.30am 
Tues 24 Feb 9.00am Parent Helper 
Info Session 
Wed 25 Feb  7.00pm PAB AGM 
Mon 2 Mar 8.30am Smoking Cere-
mony 
Wed 4 Mar 7.00pm Foundation 
Parent Learning Info Session 
Mon 9 Mar Labour Day Public Holi-
day 
Wed 18-Fri 20 Mar  Yrs 5/6 Camp 
Tues 24 Mar 6.30 Reconciliation 
Parent Night 
Wed 25 Mar  5.00pm Foundation 
Family Picnic 
Thur 2 Apr End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Mon 20 Apr Closure Day - Profes-
sional Development for Staff 
(Literacy). No School for the chil-
dren 
Tues 21 Apr Start of Term 2 
 

2026 Professional Development 
Days for staff 

Term 1 
Mon 20 April - Literacy Focus 
Term 2 
Fri 5 June - TIL 
Term 3 
Mon 13 July - TIL 
Term 4 
Mon 3 November - PPT (Report 
Writing) 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 1 - Thur 2 April  
Term 2 - Fri 26 June  
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
Term 2 - Three Way Conversations 
(First Semester Reports) 
Wed 24 and Thur 25 June 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 3 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 29 April at 6.00pm 
Year 4 Eucharist 
Sunday 17 May at 10.30am 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm 

Beginning of School Year Prayer 
 

At the beginning of this school year, we thank you, God, for so many things: 
Our school, our classrooms, our friends and our teachers. 

Help us to be thankful for each day and to use it well. 
We thank you for the gift of this new day, for the learning and the fun we will 

have. 
Help us to appreciate everything that is done for us. 

Amen  

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Families, 
 
A very warm welcome back to the new school 
year. We extend a special and heartfelt welcome 
to our Foundation students and those who are 
new to our school community. We hope the start to the year has been both        
enjoyable and exciting for you and your children. It has been a joy to see our    
newest members settling in so well, forming friendships, and engaging with school 
life with such enthusiasm. All students have begun the year positively and are           
approaching their learning with energy and curiosity. 
We also warmly welcome our new staff members to Our Lady ‘s. We are delighted 
to have Mr Anthony Paladino (Year 1K) and Ms Anna Maria Murphy (Year 5C) join 
our school community. We wish them every blessing as they begin their journey at 
Our Lady’s, and we hope they enjoy a rewarding and fulfilling time with us. 
As we begin this term together, I would also like to sincerely thank you for the 
care, time and effort you invest in preparing your children for school each day. 
Your support, encouragement and partnership with us are deeply valued and play 
a vital role in the success and wellbeing of our students. 
 
Weekly morning Gatherings: 
We are grateful to our families, students and staff for 
their patience and understanding as we have worked 
through some changes to our morning community 
gatherings. Your flexibility and cooperation have   
allowed us to better support families and strengthen our sense of connection. 
I am pleased to share that students and staff were recently given the opportunity 
to name our start-of-the-week whole school gatherings. Each class submitted a 
vote, and it is with great joy that I announce our weekly gatherings will now be 
known as ‘Community Connect’. 
As we gather at the start of each week for our Community Connect gatherings, 
families are warmly invited to join us. Holding these gatherings in the morning  
provides families with an opportunity to attend, particularly when after school 
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commitments make it difficult to do so. During Community Connect, we come together in prayer, share 
weekly news and celebrate our community. 
To clarify our morning routine once the school gate opens at 8:20 am: 
Students may leave their bags at their class line and then move to the basketball courts to catch up with 
friends. When they hear the bell, they are asked to return promptly and line up in their correct class order. 
Thank you for supporting your children in following this routine, which helps ensure a calm and safe start to 
the day. 
 
Whole school assemblies: 
There have also been some slight changes to our whole school assembly schedule. The school will hold a 
whole school assembly at the start, middle and end of each school term, held on a Friday. In addition, our 
Junior School (Foundation–Year 2) and Middle/Senior School (Years 3–6) assemblies will alternate every   
other week. Please refer to the timetable for this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respect and Compassion: 
In light of Pope Leo XIV declaring this year the Year of St Francis, our school will be 
placing a strong focus on Respect and Compassion. Inspired by the life and      
teachings of St Francis, we encourage our students to show kindness, humility and 
care for others in their words and actions, reflecting Christ’s love in all that they do. 
Thank you once again for your continued support and trust. We look forward to 
walking alongside you and your children throughout the year as one faith-filled 
community. 
 
Assembly Timetable for Term 1 
Friday 6 February Whole School  Friday 13 February Yrs 3-6 
Friday 20 February Yrs F-2   Friday 27 February Yrs 3-6 
Friday 6 March  Whole School  Friday 13 March  Yrs 3-6 
Friday 20 March  Yrs F-2   Friday 27 March  Yrs 3-6 
Thursday 2 April  Whole School  

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 



INTRODUCING OUR STAFF FOR 2026 
Parish Priest: Fr Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal: Mrs Caroline Madigan   Deputy Principal / Wellbeing Leader: Mrs Christine Carabott 
 
Leadership Team 
Principal: Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Deputy Principal / Wellbeing Leader: Mrs Christine Carabott 
RE & Teaching and Learning Leader: Mrs Tania Cuni 
Literacy Leader: Ms Lisa Piperno    
Design & Digital Technologies Leader: Mr John Buttigieg 
Learning Diversity Leader: Ms Seona Payne 
 
Literacy Team 
Ms Lisa Piperno (Literacy Leader)   Mr John Buttigieg 
 
Classroom Teachers 
Mrs Shai Backus       Mrs Belinda Whelan & Ms Jo McManus 
Ms Anna Murphy & Mrs Tanya Majczak  Ms Rebecca Chiodo 
Ms Beatrice Robles     Ms Michelle Gurry 
Mrs Huyen Nguyen     Ms Karen Everson & Ms Jen Howe 
Mrs Lillian Valencia     Ms Thuy Vu 
Mrs Menica Granata & Mr Anthony Paladino Mrs Rochelle Kumar 
Mrs Angelica Mendoza & Ms Christine Chu Ms Steph Huynh 
 
Specialist Teachers 
PE Ms Jo McManus     Art Ms Pina Mc Donald 
LOTE (Italian) Mr Matteo Maccio   Wellbeing (STARS) Mrs Cam Tu Nguyen 
 
Learning Diversity Team 
Ms Seona Payne (Learning Diversity Leader) 
Mrs Lorraine Bugeja    Mrs Gina Callanan   Mrs Lynda Gardy 
Mrs Frances Mafodda    Ms Kathleen Caruana   Ms Nora Tomelty 
Ms Jessica Ferguson    Mr Angus Hamilton   Mr Rocco Di Tirro 
 
Library Tech 
Mrs Toni Balbata 
 
Admin Team 
Mrs Mary-Anne Meilak    Mrs Jayne Hill    Mrs Catherine Elarmaly 
 
Canteen Managers 
Mrs Connie Caterino    Ms Lucie Tran 
 
Maintenance & Gardens Team 
Mr Dean Frahm     Mr John Payne 
 
External Specialists Team 
Mr Cam Lee - Counsellor 
Mr Greg Woolford - Family School Partnerships Convenor 
Mr Harshdeep Bhatia - MACS Business Manager 
Mr Tim Buhagiar - IT Technician 
 







TERM 1 INTERSCHOOL SPORT 
 
This year, the Year 5 and 6 children have the opportunity to compete 
against schools in an Inter-School Sports competition in the Sunshine Dis-
trict. Our Lady’s School is part of the Sunshine District Primary School 
Sporting Association and will compete against seven other schools in a 
weekly league which commences Friday the 13th of February. 
 
Game times 9.30-10.30am 
 
TERM 1 INTERSCHOOL SPORT DRAW 
Friday 13 February Home Game OLPS v St Paul's 
Friday 20 February Home Game OLPS v St Theresa’s 
Friday 27 February Away Game Harvester v OLPS 
Friday 6 March Away Game Sunshine North v OLPS 
Friday 13 March Home Game OLPS v Albion 
Friday 20 March BYE  
Friday 27 March Away Game Sunshine Heights v OLPS 
 
During Home matches the children participating in basketball, tennis, netball and newcomb play on school 
grounds while those playing soccer, cricket, football and t-ball catch a bus to play at Parsons Reserve. 

Is our School Crossing Supervisor the best? 

 

Nominate our School Crossing Supervisor for the 2025/2026 School Crossing 
Supervisor of the year award. 

 

Jump online and complete a nomination at www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au 

 

Your support of this program will help ensure your School Crossing Supervisor is shown the 
appreciation they deserve for their commitment to the ongoing safety of our children. 

 

School Crossings Victoria INC , PO BOX 3032 Mornington 3931, schoolcrossings@gmail.com; 
www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au 
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