
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
29 April 2021 

www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday  5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10:45am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.30pm, Sunday 12.30pm 
Chin: Sunday 2.30pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Every Friday Assembly is online at 

2.30pm 

Thur 29 Apr 
Yr 4 Reconciliation 7.00pm 
Mon 3 May 
All students to be in full WINTER 
uniform from today 
Thurs 6 May 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Sun 9 May 
Mother’s Day 
Mon 10 May 
Open Day for Foundation 2022 
Tues 11-Thurs 13 May 
NAPLAN for years 3 & 5 
Sun 16 May 
Yr 4G Eucharist 5.30pm 
Tues 18 May 
Whole School Athletics Day 
Sun 23 May 
Yr 4H Eucharist 5.30pm 
Wed 23 June 
Three Way Learning Conversa-
tions 3.30-6.00pm 
Thurs 24 June 
Whole school closure - Three Way 
Learning Conversations 
Mon 26 & Tues 27 July 
Whole School Closure - Staff Con-
ference RE 
Fri 12 Nov 
Yr 6 Confirmation 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE 2021 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS 
(students do not attend school): 

Thurs 24 June Three Way Learn-
ing Conversations (students and 
parents attend at their appoint-
ment time) 
Mon & Tues 26-27 July RE Con-
ference 
Mon 1 Nov Report Writing 

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many 

parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. Romans 12:4-5  

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Prayer Before the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
We pray for forgiveness and ask for God’s mercy. God always love sus. 

Dear God, 
We are preparing to receive the sacrament of reconciliation. We know that you 
are a loving and merciful God. Help us to be truly sorry for what we have done 

wrong. 
Forgive us for what we have failed to do to help others. 

May we follow Jesus in all things with the help of your Holy Spirit. Amen 

Dear Parents, 
It was just wonderful to  see all the parents, brothers, sisters and other family members join the 

Year 3 and 4 students in Our Lady’s Church to witness the children receive their First Reconcilia-

tion. Thank you to our Parish Priest Father Peter and his assistant Father Peter Zingh who celebrat-

ed the liturgy. The children participated with reverence and also with joy when they sang and act-

ed out the song ‘Turn Back to God.’ A big thank you to their teachers Karen Everson (3E), Joshua 

Howarth (3F), Caroline Wood (4G) and Beatrice Robles (4H) for preparing the children so well. I 

would also like to thank Kriss Oliver (RE/Learning and Teaching Leader) for supporting both the 

teachers and the children 

At last week’s ANZAC DAY assembly run by the very talented students of 5C, we discovered 2 

students with impressive musical talents. Leon on the left who plays the guitar and Lachlan on 

the right who plays the violin. We hope to hear your music at many more assemblies! 

 

GREAT 

JOB 

LEON 

AND 

LACHLAN 
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In loving memory of Fr John Maher OMI 

Yesterday we remembered Father John Maher OMI with a great deal of fondness and love.Ten years ago Fa-

ther John Maher OMI (who was our Parish Priest at the time) passed away into eternal life on 

28 April 2011. Father John served at Our Lady’s Parish as Parish Priest and School Chaplain 

from 2009-2011. Although Father John was at our Parish for a relatively short time he made 

a deep and everlasting impact on all those of us who were fortunate enough to know him.  

Father John was instrumental in the building of the St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Library 

and we have named the Auditorium in his honour as Father John loved the theatre. I will always remember 

Father John’s beautiful smile, love of good food and serene and gentle ways. I ask you all to join with me and 

pray that Father John is now peacefully resting in Christ’s loving embrace.  

School Uniform 

Thank you to all the parents who have been sending their child/children to school in their Winter uniform. 

The children will be expected to be wearing their school winter uniforms from next Monday onwards. If 

you are considering a new coat for your child this Winter, please remember that it is our preference to have 

either plain navy blue or black. Navy coats with warm polar fleece lining are available at the Uniform Shop or 

via the QKR App for $35.00 and can be worn when children are outside only. They are not to be worn instead 

of the jumper, or in the classroom. 

NAPLAN ( National Assessment Program-Literacy and Numeracy) 2021 

The NAPLAN assessment will be held on Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th of May. The Year 

3 and 5 students will be participating in the NAPLAN assessment tasks. NAPLAN tests assess student 

knowledge and skills in writing, reading, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and nu-

meracy. 

The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used 

to improve student achievement. 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. This report will describe your child’s 

particular skills in reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy. The report will show how your child 

performed in relation to the national minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable stand-

ards for students across Australia.  

Please help your child to do their best by making sure that they get enough sleep, never have any sort of de-

vices in their bedroom and reassure them that NAPLAN is only one piece of assessment of their learning . 

School Review 

Today the school reviewer visited our school. The reviewer will speak to staff, parents and students to ascer-

tain how the school is progressing. She will also be at school next Monday and Wednesday to visit class-

rooms and also to make sure that all our policies and procedures are compliant and up to date. At the end of 

the review the reviewer will write a report on the school which I will share with you the parents.  

Thank you to all the parents that have agreed to be part of the review process. You will be meeting with 

the reviewer Judi Hanke  on Wednesday the 5th of May at 2:20 pm. Please come into the school via the 

main office. 



 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Mrs Gardy 
Quentin S 2N 
Aiden C 6B 
Miss Pina 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASSES 
 
Our Lady's School is pleased to welcome back our Burmese families to 
attend English language classes in the Mariana Hall on Monash Street. 
We have recommenced English classes after not doing so for 14 months 
with our Burmese families who are keen to learn and connect with our 
community. 
Thanks to the support of our partnering community organisation Vicseg 
we are able to have Mai and Nguri work with the parents teaching Eng-
lish. 
For the last two weeks we have had great attendance with between 12 
and 14 parents joining us each week to learn English, develop writing 
skills as well as learn about the ways we teach our children at Our Lady's 
School. 
 
We look forward to this continuing and invite any other Burmese fami-
lies to join us, in the Mariana Hall on Thursday 9.00am-12.00pm. Enter 
via Monash Street entrance. 
 
Greg Woolford 
Our Lady’s School Family/School Partnership Coordinator 

The Year 5C students’ dramatization of the ANZAC story was very 
moving and informative during last week’s Friday Assembly. I would 
like to thank all the students in 5C and their teacher Tosh Kaan for 
helping us all to honour and remember all those who gave their lives s 
that we may live in peace. 

Below we can see the Our Lady’s students 
standing in silence as Lachlan beautifully 

played the last post on his violin. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OASIS GRADE 6 CAMP REVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES 
 
 
Oasis camp is a very nice camp, located in Mount Evelyn 46.8 kilometres away from Melbourne in a bush-
land setting. My experience at the camp was amazing and a new experience. The cabins were nice to sleep 
in, the food was absolutely amazing and the activities are really fun. My personal favourite activity was prob-
ably the flying fox, as it gave me a rush of adrenaline every time I went down it. All of the staff were friendly, 
made me feel safe and were excellent. 10 / 10, I’d definitely recommend this camp. 

Review by Nam 6A 
5/5 stars. 

 

My Camp Experience 
Year 6 camp was fun for my first camp at school. The activities were really fun and full of laughter, they con-
sisted of candle making, flying fox, archery, rock climbing, low ropes and my least favourite initiatives. The 
dinner was also very delicious, we had souvlaki, chicken and mashed potatoes, pizza, and breakfast. But I 

wish the camp were much longer because it was so much fun!! 
Paolo 6A 

 
 

My experience at camp was great. There were many activities planned for us to do. The top two activities 
that I really enjoyed were, The Flying Fox and Archery, I was really good at archery because I managed to get 

a bullseye. The food at Oasis was delicious, the food that they served us was amazing, my favourite meal 
was the souvlaki with lamb on Wednesday night. I liked how the cabin was so large, we also had our own 

bathroom in the cabin. 
Mason 6A 

 
 

When first heading into camp Oasis, I knew it was going to be fun. The first activity I did, which was rock 
climbing, was extreme fun. The wall was high, and a bit of a challenge to get up to the top. I wish it could’ve 
been higher though. The next activity I did was the low ropes and the initiative games. The low ropes were 

hard, but having 2 people supporting you made it easier. Going on the flying fox wasn’t as thrilling as I 
thought it would be, but it was still good. Archery was my favourite as it was something I had never done 

before. My least favourite was candle making because dipping the wick into the wax got boring eventually. 
The food was really good. My favourite meal would be the mashed potatoes and chicken. The cabins were 

comfortable and spacey. I would definitely go to camp Oasis again. 
Ivy 6A 

 



 



 



 

INTERSCHOOL 

CROSS COUNTRY 

 

Last Friday, 17 Our Lady’s students competed in the Interschool Cross Country with Ms Kaan and Ms Oliver. 

The following students have made it through to the next round of competition: 

 Carry C  Peter D  Henry W  Sam A  Cade A 

 Andrew T  Henry A  Elizabeth N  Eva T   Harrison H 

 Eden H  Jackie M  Mikayla C  Eve I   Alisha L 

Congratulations! 

Extra well done to Summer F and Tom D who just missed out on the next round but ran 

great races! 

 



 

THURSDAY 6 MAY 

 

Children will be able to purchase  

special gifts for their wonderful 

Mums, Grandmas and Carers ranging 

from 50c to $5.00  

 

Please send along money on the day 

(not more than $10)  

 

For more information or any questions,  

please email us at  

parents@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  



 

Parent Advisory Board 
 

The evidence is consistent, positive and convincing: families have a major influence on their children’s 
achievement. When schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning, children  

do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more. 
(Anne T. Henderson, Beyond the Bake Sale) 

 
I encourage you to consider nominating for a position on the PAB if you are genuinely interested in using 
your skills to provide me with support and advice. I truly value the Parent Voice and am genuine in collabo-
rating together to improve all aspects of the school. The PAB performs a critical role in the school community 
by bringing the parent voice to the meetings.  
 

We are opening up the nominations for the Parent Advisory Board. If you are interested in rep-
resenting the parent voice in matters of curriculum, school resources and infrastructure, 

please come and join us for the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 12 May at 7.00pm in 
the Mary MacKillop Library. 

 
The Parent Advisory Board Vision  

To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to  strengthen community partnerships 
To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
To make everyone feel included and welcome 
To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
To work proactively and positively for the school 
To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
To at all times maintain confidentiality 



 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL PARENTS ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) 
 
Membership 
Open to all parents/carers – representing families 
Principal (representing Parish Priest and School Community – children, families and staff) 
School Leaders as required 
Community members as invited e.g. Family-School Partnership convenor 
 
Structure 
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Currently the Parents and Friends Committee meets and reports regularly to the Principal who will pass on 
relevant information to the Parents Advisory Board 
 
Vision for Parent Advisory Board 
• To represent and to be representative of all parents and families, being inclusive and committed 
• To share and live out the vision and the values of the school 
• To be a rich source of wisdom and insight as well as working to strengthen community partnerships 
• To consult and seek to achieve better outcomes for all members of the school community 
• To be role models for others – maintaining a professional and confidential approach 
• To make everyone feel included and welcome 
• To be active listeners committed to working collaboratively 
• To work proactively and positively for the school 
• To represent the parent voice and the whole school community in a loyal and proper way 
• To establish boundaries and protocols to operate by 
• To at all times maintain confidentiality 
 
Current protocols/agreements include: 
Maintain a positive and proper tone for all our communication – in meetings and in representing the school. 
Speak for the needs of all children and not our personal concerns (individual matters are to be discussed with 
the school leaders and teachers). 
 
Agenda is set by the Chairperson in consultation with the Principal. All parents attending are welcome to add 
items to the agenda. New agenda items are tabled and then placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and end at 8.00pm. 
 
The chairperson communicates matters to the school community via Parent Advisory Board Newsletter arti-
cle. Please email to: jhill@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au  
 
The principal follows up matters with the staff and the whole community. 
 
The secretary records and distributes the notes of the meeting to all attendees and apologies. 
 
Proposed agenda items must be emailed to the Chairperson / Deputy Chairperson / Secretary 1 week before 
the scheduled Board Meeting. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Parents Advisory Board 
 

Expression of Interest Form 
 

Expressions of Interest are invited for the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board 2021. 

 
I, (your name)             

 
Parent of (name and grade of your eldest child):  

                 
 

Contact number:         
 

Contact email:              
 

Am interested in becoming a member of the Our Lady’s School  
Parents Advisory Board in 2021 

 
Signed:          

 
Date:       

 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED INTO THE OFFICE 



 

Parents & Friends Committee 
At Our Lady’s school we are committed to developing and sustaining reciprocal partnerships with our parent 

community in order to improve student engagement ,wellbeing, and learning. Joining the Parents and 

Friends Committee is a great way to contribute to strengthening your connection to this school. We are hop-

ing that you will consider joining the Parents and Friends Committee. Over the years the Parents and Friends 

Committee and volunteers have raised money to purchase valuable resources for the school as well as 

providing additional rich experiences for the children of Our Lady’s school to enjoy. 

Our school values, encourages and appreciates parent involvement and children love to see their parents 

participating in the life of the school. 

Parents and Friends Committee 

Annual General Meeting 2021 

Wednesday 26 May at 7.00pm in the Mary MacKillop 

Library 
 

It is a great way of connecting with other parents and you will be made to feel very welcome. We look for-

ward to adding new members to our already great team. 

Attached you will find the role descriptions and a nomination form. Joining the Parents and Friends Com-

mittee is a wonderful way to meet other parents, support the school via many exciting fund raising activities 

and to enrich the children’s school experience by organising special treat days or the Sacramental parties for 

the children who received their Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation.  



 

ROLE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS COMMITTEE 
 

President 
The President’s position carries a task of trust and responsibility and requires skill and time. The President should 
exercise authority with tact, be impartial and open to other points of view. 
The main role of the President is to: 
 Be the main representative/spokesperson for the P&F 
 Liaise with the Committee members and set the agenda for meetings 
 Be the main contact for agenda items 
 Open the meetings punctually and ensure the agenda is followed 
 Ensure those present at the meeting have the opportunity to discuss each item on the agenda prior to a 

decision being made 
 Make sure, particularly on contentious matters, as many points of view as possible are expressed 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 Make sure everyone is given an opportunity to speak and encourage members to speak by addressing 

questions to them 
 Work towards a collaborative approach with other members of school community 
 Be mindful of timelines, keep discussions on track and keep meetings moving 
 
Vice-President 
The Vice President plays an important role by assisting the President with P&F responsibilities and replacing the 
President and chair meetings in the absence of the President. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is very important to the efficient operation of the P&F. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking minutes at P&F and Committee meetings 
 Photocopying and distributing minutes to Committee members along with agenda prior to the next meeting 
 In consultation with the Principal and President: 
 Providing a summary of the matters discussed at the meeting for display on the parents’ notice board  
 Dealing with any incoming/outgoing correspondence 
 
Treasurer 
The Treasurer carries a task of trust and responsibility. Duties and responsibilities include: 
 Taking charge of monies of the P&F 
 Keeping accurate financial records of all receipts and expenditure 
 Banking all money regularly 
 Reporting regularly on the P&F’s financial position at meetings 
 Preparing a financial report for the Annual General Meeting 
 
Committee Members 
Committee members have a responsibility to: 
 Attend PFA meetings as regularly as possible and send apologies if unable to attend 
 Help organise P&F activities and projects 
 Work towards the best possible outcomes being achieved 
 Be mindful that discussions should be on topics which are relevant to the whole school community 
 Facilitate and nurture positive home/school relationships within the parent community 



 

 
 
 
 

Election of the Our Lady’s School Parents and Friends Committee 2021 

 
Nomination Form 

 

P & F  Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 26 May at 7.00pm 
 

Nominations are invited for the Our Lady’s School Parents & Friends Committee 2021. 
 

Nomination 
 

I, (your name)          

 
Parent of  (name and grade of your child)         

 
Nominate: (name of person)             

        
For the Position of:     (one form per nomination) 

 

  President   Vice President 
 
  Secretary  Treasurer 

 
Signed 

 
Nominator:         Date:      

 

Nomination Acceptance 
 

I, (nominee)             
 

Parent of (name and grade of your child)           
 

Accept the nomination as indicated above. 
 

Nominee’s Signature:         Date:     
 
 
 

ALL NOMINATION FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED INTO THE OFFICE 



 



 



 



 



 


