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Back To School Prayer 

Lord God, 
At the beginning of this new school year teach us to be your hands and feet where we 

are, 
At the beginning of this new school year teach us to love as you love us 

At the beginning of this new school year teach us to pray for those in need 
So that You are honoured and glorified Amen  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Mon 8 Feb 
Parent Helpers Training 
2.15pm 
Tues 9 Feb 
Professional Development 
for Teachers (Developing 
Whole School Inquiry) - No 
School for the children 
Shrove Tuesday 
Wed 10 Feb 
Ash Wednesday - beginning 
of Lent 
Parish Mass at 9.00am 
(Years 3-6 attending) 
Thurs 11 Feb 
Parent Helpers Training 
9.00am 
Fri 12 Feb 
Beginning of School Year 
Mass at 11.00am 
Wed 17-Fri 19 Feb 
Grade 6 Camp 
Mon 22-Wed 24 Feb 
Parent Teacher Student 
Chats after school 
 
Mon 14 Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wed 16 Mar 
School Photos 
Thurs 24 Mar 
End of Term 1 at 3.15pm 
 
Mon 11 Apr 
Start of Term 2 at 8.45am 

Dear Parent, 
Welcome to a new year at Our Lady’s School, and a special welcome to those of you who are new 
to our school community. I hope your holidays were an opportunity to relax with your family and 
friends and to refresh your body and spirit. 
 
 I would particularly like to warmly welcome our new Parish Priest Father Peter-Damien McKinley. 
It has been a pleasure for both myself and the staff to meet Father Peter. We are looking forward 
to working  together with Father Peter and all people in our community to build on the great work 
already achieved  last year, in both the Parish and the School. 
 

We warmly welcome our new Parish Priest, Father Peter-Damien McKinley, all chil-
dren that are new to Our Lady’s, School ,our new families and new staff members 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We will begin our Lenten journey next Wednes-
day 10 February by celebrating Ash Wednesday 
together with the Parish at 9am in Our Lady’s 
Church for Year 3-6 students. The Foundation, 
Year 1 and 2 students will have a prayer celebra-
tion and receive the ashes in their classrooms. 
We welcome you all to join us to celebrate Ash 
Wednesday. 
 
 

Beginning of School Year Mass 
 

Please join us next Friday February 12 at 11.00am in the Church 
as we celebrate the Beginning of the 2016 School Year with Fr 
Peter and the whole school. 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in the 
Church. 

Introducing our new members of staff: 

Miss Jennifer 
Howe is teaching 

3F 

Miss Michelle 

Drought is teaching 

5C 

Mrs Gina Callanan 

Learning Support 

Officer 

Miss Estella Lokodu 

Learning Support 

Officer 
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School Leaders for 2016 

Congratulations to the Leaders of Our Lady’s for 2016! 

School Captains      Vice Captains 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mary H   Thomas S     Tallulah S    Kye A 
 
Woods House    Mazenod    Chisholm    MacKillop 

 

 

 

Joelle B     Abbey G    Lina N    Kayla P 

 

 

 

Josh W     Giuliano G    William S    Thomas C 

Our Lady’s Students Making a Great Start to Learning! 
The school year has begun very positively. The students in all classes are focused on their learning and it is 
evident that the children feel happy and delighted to be back at school. This term the whole school goal is 
focusing on making a smoother and calmer transition between ‘playtime’ and ‘learning time.’ I have already 
seen a marked improvement as children walk to their lines and prepare for moving from the playground into 
their classrooms quickly and quietly. We believe this small change will make a big difference to the students’ 
learning. 
 

 



PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY FOR THE STAFF 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 9 

It is important that our Staff have quality opportunities to improve their classroom practice in order to en-
sure that we are providing our students effective and engaging learning experiences. 
 

Next Tuesday, February 9 is a Professional Learning Day for the Staff, and there will be no school for the 
children on this day. 
 
The Staff will be participating in Professional Learning in developing Whole School Inquiry facilitated by Ms 
Kath Murdoch. Kath will be working with the teachers in an ongoing capacity throughout all of 2016 during 
Planning Time and after school meetings. 
 
Kath Murdoch is an experienced teacher, author, university lecturer and popular con-
sultant who has worked for many years in schools throughout Australia, New Zea-
land, Asia, America and Europe. She is widely respected for her work in the field of 
inquiry based learning and integrative curriculum in which she has taught, researched 
and published for well over 20 years. 
Kath began her professional life as a classroom teacher in Melbourne. Her fascination 
in how students’ constructed their understandings - and her interest in the way ques-
tions and big ideas could drive curriculum soon lead to a passion for integrative and 
inquiry based methodologies. This passion has become a career long focus for teaching, research and writing 
and the methodologies in which Kath specialises are now central to curriculum frameworks in many parts of 
the world. 

 
Our Lady’s Students Making a Great Start to the  

New School Year! 
 



Our Lady’s Students Making a Great Start to the  
New School Year! 



Important Reminders 
Working in Partnership with Parents to improve LEARNING and School Engagement 
I would like to remind you of the importance the staff of Our Lady’s School place on hav-
ing open, honest and respectful communication with you at all times. We are com-
mitted to working collaboratively with all our parents to ensure that together we pro-
vide the best learning environment for your child. We encourage you to regularly speak 
to your child’s teacher and approach any member of staff including myself about anything at all to do with 
your child’s learning or any matter to do with the school. I encourage you to join the Parents Advisory Board 
if you would like to be more deeply involved in the school. Next week I will be advertising the dates and 
times for the Parent Advisory Board meetings in 2016 . 
 
Please help us in our endeavour to maximise your child’s learning. We are always happy to speak with you 
and encourage parent participation in the life of the school. I will be writing about the many ways you can 
choose to participate in my next newsletter. 
 
Emergency Management Procedures 
Many of you may have read about the threats that have been made to schools over recent times. I would 
like to reassure you that Our Lady’s school has in place Emergency Procedures and Practices and that all 
staff are informed of these. During the course of the year we will be practice our Emergency Procedures. 
Parents will be informed via the newsletter prior to the emergency drills occurring so they can discuss the 
importance of these with their child/children. 
 
Newsletter 
Newsletters are published on Thursdays. They are an important form of communication and it is important 
that you take the time to read the weekly school newsletters. The newsletter is posted electronically on the 
Our Lady’s Skoolbag App. It can also be accessed on the school website and we always make sure that we 
have a few paper copies at the Office for any parent who prefers to have a hard copy. The newsletter can 
also be accessed on your child’s class site. 
 
School Uniform 
It is important that all children wear the correct school uniform. The school uniform is part of the identity of 
our school which has a proud 97 years of history. Please ensure that your child does not wear: 
 Rings 
 Earrings other than sleepers or studs 
 Make up including nail polish 
 Bandanas 
 Bracelets or bangles 
 Necklaces/bracelets other than a simple chain with a cross or item of religious significance 
 Sports shoes on non-sport days 
 Black runners instead of black leather shoes 
 Items of clothing that have not been purchased from the school’s uniform shop 
The school uniform shop is run as a non profit service for the parents of Our Lady’s 
School. 
 
School Stationery 
As part of the Student Levy the school provides your child with all stationery required 
for school. Therefore, there is no need for your child to bring any stationery from 
home.  
The children can enjoy any special pencil cases , pencils or pens at home. While at 
school they are supplied with all the writing, drawing and colouring in tools they re-
quire.  



Students needing Medication at School 
If your child needs to bring medication to school, please provide a written note stating your child’s name, 
grade, type of medication, dose and time they need to take the medication, signed by a parent. 
Please inform your child’s teacher of this, show them the note so they are aware, and then bring it to the 
office for Office Staff to enter into the medical register. Office Staff will keep the note and the medication. 
Please remind your child to collect the medication from the office if it needs to go home. 
 
Action Plans 
A reminder that if your child has Asthma, an Allergy or Anaphylaxis, that the School needs a current (2016) 
Action Plan. 
Please bring the Action Plan, signed by your Doctor, to the Office with any medication required labelled with 
your child’s name. 
All Epi-Pens are kept in the Sick Bay in the Administration Building. 
All children with Asthma need to have their own Ventolin/asthma medication at school. If they are confident 
administering it themselves, they can keep it with them in their school bag/classroom. If not, it can be kept in 
the Sick Bay in the Administration Building. 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 



 
 
 

Dear Families,  
Welcome back! 
No After School care on Tuesday 09/02/2016 due to Professional Learning Day for the Teachers. 
2016 enrolments are open now and you can fill the enrolment forms online from our website, 
www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au  before your child attends the session. 
For more information please contact our staff at Our Lady’s School from 2:45 p.m-6:00 p.m. 
For all accounts queries please contact our office. 
Our office email address is Childrensservices.vic@ymca.org.au ,PH- 8371 0500. 
Our school email address is ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au , PH-0401 700 401 
If you or someone else is picking up your child (children) early on your behalf and if you chid/ren are not 
attending the after school care, please let OSHC coordinator know. 

DAY ACTIVITY AFTERNOON TEA 

MONDAY Kids choice free painting Bread sandwich 

TUESDAY Paper plate art and craft activities Garlic bread 

WEDNESDAY Kids choice art and craft activities ,soccer Noodles 

THURSDAY Fun with recycle material Rice cake with spread ,custard 

FRIDAY Finger puppets Cruskits, yoghurt 

For all Bookings and Cancellations 
please call us directly on 0401 700 401 
Email us: ourladysoshc@ymca.org.au 

For any Account Information please call our office on: 8371 0500 
www.childrensservices.ymca.org.au 

HEADPHONES 
 
Students are given their own headphones, for use at school. These are a personal tool and are 
not to be shared or taken home.  
Headphones are used in class for iPads and laptops, where independent learning is occurring. 
We would appreciate it if you could discuss with your child, how important it is to care for such delicate 
technological equipment.  
Thanks for your cooperation.  

7th Sunshine Scout Group 
 

We are looking for new members to join our Scout Group, you will be able to have fun, meet new friends or 
come along with your friends, play games, do crafts, go on camps and outings, complete badge work and 
much more. 
We have three age brackets for all boys and girls, these are:- 
          Cubs, ages 7 to 11.  Wednesdays 6:30pm to 8:00pm 
          Scouts, ages 11 to 15.  Fridays 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
          Venturers, ages 15 to 18. Mondays 7:00pm to 9:00pm (In school terms) 
Where:-    Youth Hall / Tennis Courts, Cnr. Devonshire and Cornwall Roads Sunshine 3020 (Go down laneway 
next to flats) 
 
If you would like any more information on Scouting at this group, please phone Helen Gutcher on 9311 5769 
or Debbie Klinkermann on 9312 4658 or just come along on one these nights for a 3 week trial before any 
joining fee applies.  

http://www.chilrensservices.ymca.org.au
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ART NEWS 
 
Welcome back to another exciting year full of wonderful creative opportunities for your child. Just a few re-
minders and some information for our new families. 
 Please remember to provide an art smock for your child that reaches past their hips. I will be sending 

art smocks BACK HOME that are too small for your child. It is very important that their uniform is pro-
tected while working in the art room. 

 Please RETURN your child's plastic art folio that was sent home with their artwork on the last day of 
2015. We recycle these folios year to year so I would be grateful for all that can be returned. 

 This year some classes will be involved in creating characters out of paper machè. If you use large plas-
tic bottles such the type that milk come in, can you please send them washed and WITHOUT their lids 
to the art room. 

 The art room collects many things so if you're throwing out any of these things please consider sending 
to the art room for the children to use. Examples are: 

 Old landscape calendars 
 Bottle tops 
 Buttons 
 Pine cones 
 Hard cardboard (not boxes) 
 Ice cream containers 
 Small metal gadgets like handles, nails, screws, washers, small wheels. 
  

Looking forward to creating fabulous art with your children 
 
Ms Pina McDonald 

INTERSCHOOL SPORT TERM 1 TIMETABLE 9.30-10.30am 

DATE      AGAINST    VENUE 

5 Feb  Away game  Sunshine North P/S   Sunshine North P/S   

12 Feb Home game  Sunshine Harvester  Our Lady's & Parsons Reserve 

19 Feb  Home game  St Paul's    Our Lady's 

26 Feb Home game Ardeer South P/S   Our Lady's & Parsons Reserve 

4 Mar Away game  Albion North P/S   Albion North P/S 

11 Mar Away game  Christ the King   Christ the King 

18 Mar  Home game Sunshine Heights   Our Lady's & Parsons Reserve 

 








