
OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
17 July 2026 

olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 
5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Chin Hakha/Burmese: 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of St Patrick 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Tues 21 July Yr 2 Sunshine Commu-
nity Walk 
Fri 24 July  3.00pm Second Hand 
Uniform sale 
Mon 27 July Team Colours Day 
Tues 28 July Yr 6 Confirmation Re-
treat Day 
Fri 31 July Yr 1 Community Walk, 
7.00pm Year 6 Confirmation 
Mon 3 Aug  Yr 3 Museum, Yr 4 Mel-
bourne Zoo 
Fri 7 Aug 9.00am St Mary MacKillop 
Mass in the Church 
Sat 8 Aug St Mary of the Cross 
McKillop Feast Day 
Mon 10 & Tues 11 Aug School Clo-
sure - Staff Faith Conference. No 
school for the children 
Sat 15 Aug Feast of the Assumption 
of Mary 
Mon 17-Fri 21 Aug Bullying No Way 
Week 
Mon 17 Aug Yr 5 Museum 
Mon 24-Tues 25 Aug  NAIDOC Activ-
ities 
Wed 26 Aug  Yr 2 CERES 
Fri 28 Aug Book Week Parade 
Wed 2 Sept Yr 1 Museum 
Thur 3 Sept Father’s Day Stall 
Fri 18 Sept 1.00 End of Term 
 
2026 Professional Development 
Days for Staff 
TERM 3  
Mon 10 & Tues 11 August -  
2 Day Faith Conference for Staff  
Term 4 
Mon 2 November - Report Writing 
Semester 2 
Friday 27 November - 2027 Planning 
 
1:00pm finish days at the end of 
each term 
Term 3 - Fri 18 September  
Term 4 - Tues 15 December (last day 
of the 2026 school year for stu-
dents). 
 
SACRAMENT DATES FOR 2026 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Friday 31 July at 7.00pm Sower Prayer 

We are to let the word of God take hold in our lives. We must live God’s 
word. 

Father, Jesus told his followers a story about the sower. 
Some of the grain fell on rocky soil and did not grow. 

But some grain fell on rich soil. 
Help us to be open to your word in our lives. 

May we open our hearts to hear your word and live it. Amen 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
Welcome Back  
A very warm welcome back to all of our students, families and 
staff. It has been wonderful to see our school come alive again 
with the energy and excitement that a new term brings. 
One of the most noticeable highlights of the first week has been 
the enthusiasm of our students as they reconnect with their 
friendship groups. Our playgrounds have been filled with laughter, conversation 
and active play, creating a positive and welcoming atmosphere for everyone. It has 
been heart-warming to see students supporting one another and embracing the 
opportunity to learn and grow together once again. 
 
Whole School Focus: Safe, Respectful and Ready to Learn 
This term, our whole-school focus is on refining the way we 
begin each day and conclude every break. Establishing calm, 
organised routines before entering the classroom is an           
important part of creating a safe and productive learning environment. 
Research consistently shows that when students transition calmly and purposefully 
into learning spaces, they are more focused, settled and ready to engage in their 
learning. Throughout the coming weeks, staff will be revisiting the purpose and  
importance of organised class lines with students to ensure we maintain consistent 
expectations across the school. 
As part of this process, teachers will be trialling a few approaches to determine 
what works best for our students and our school community. We thank you and 
your child for your support, patience and cooperation as we work through this to-
gether. This initiative reflects our whole-school values of Respect and Compassion, 
ensuring every student feels safe, valued and ready to learn. 
 
NAPLAN Results 
Families of students in Years 3 and 5 have now received their child's 
2026 NAPLAN Individual Student Report. Hard copies were distributed 
to students on Wednesday 15 July. 
If your child was absent on this day or you have not yet received your copy, please 
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contact the school office. We encourage families to keep these reports in a safe place, as they provide       
valuable information about your child's progress and may be useful for future reference throughout their 
educational journey. 
 
Our Doors Are Always Open 
At our school, we value the strong partnership between home and school and believe that 
open communication is essential in supporting every child's learning, wellbeing and faith 
journey. 
While mornings can often be a busy time as teachers welcome students and prepare for the 
day, we warmly encourage parents and carers to maintain regular communication with their child's teacher 
throughout the term. These conversations help keep you connected to your child's learning and the many 
wonderful experiences happening across our school. 
We also invite families to join us at the beginning of each week for Community Connect, where we gather in 
prayer, celebrate our community and share important announcements and upcoming events. It is a         
wonderful opportunity to stay informed and connected with school life. 
If you would like to discuss your child's progress, wellbeing or any questions you may have, our teachers are 
always happy to meet with you. The easiest way to arrange a conversation is via Seesaw or email, allowing a 
suitable time to be organised when teachers can give you their full attention. Teachers are also visible 
around the school grounds and are generally available after school should you wish to have a brief             
conversation or arrange a longer meeting. 
We are committed to working together with families in a spirit of respect, compassion and partnership. 
Please know that our doors are always open, and we welcome the opportunity to work alongside you to  
support your child's growth and success. 
 
Year 6 Confirmation 
Our Year 6 students have begun their preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, an 
important milestone in their faith journey. Confirmation is a renewal of the baptismal 
promises that were made on their behalf as infants and marks a significant step in 
strengthening their relationship with God and the Church. 
Students, families and staff gathered this week to begin this special journey together. Over the coming 
weeks, students will spend time reflecting on the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit and considering how 
these can guide them in their daily lives. They will also choose a Confirmation name, selecting a saint whose 
life, virtues and example, inspire them and resonate with their own faith journey. 
We ask that you keep our Year 6 students in your thoughts and prayers as they prepare for this important 
sacrament. May they be guided by the Holy Spirit as they continue to grow in faith, courage and compassion. 
 
Looking ahead: 
As we begin another exciting term, we look forward to the wonderful learning opportunities, 
memorable experiences and adventures that lie ahead for all of our students. Thank you for 
your continued partnership and support. We wish every member of our school community a 
happy, successful and faith-filled term. 

Warm regards, 

Caroline Madigan 
Mrs Caroline Madigan 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Assembly Timetable for Term 3 
 
Friday 17 July  Whole School Friday 24 July Yrs F-2 
Friday 31 July  Yrs 3-6  Friday 7 August Whole School 

Friday 14 August  Yrs 3-6  Friday 21 August Yrs F-2 
Friday 28 August  Yrs 3-6  Friday 4 September Yrs F-2 
Friday 11 September Yrs 3-6  
Friday 18 September Whole School 12.30pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Second Hand Uniform Sale for the start of Term 3 will be held on FRIDAY 24 JULY 2026 from 
3.00pm 

 
   $10.00    $5.00 
  Jumpers     Sport Polos 

  Tunics     Windcheaters 

  Trousers     Shirts 

  Track Pants    Skivvies 

  Bags     

 

Team Colours Day 
 
 

 
At Our Lady’s school we love to celebrate the things we are passionate 
about. Sport is a very important part of our school curriculum and we have set aside a 
day where we can all come to school celebrating our favourite sporting teams by wear-
ing their colours. This is a fun day for the children and the staff. 
 

This year Team Colours Day will be held on MONDAY 27 JULY 2026 
 

The children of Our Lady’s school will be able to come to school 
dressed in their favourite sporting team or House colours. It does 
not have to be a complete uniform; it might be a scarf, jumper or a 
beanie.  
If your child is not wearing the colours from their favourite 
sporting team or House colours they will be required to wear their school sports uni-
form on the day. 
 
Ms Jo McManus our wonderful PE Leader has organised for the children to participate 
in an AFL Roadshow activity. 
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