
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

3 February 2023 
www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Priest:            Fr. Peter-Damien McKinley 
Principal:                   Ms. Patrizia Bertani 
Parish Mass Times:   
English: Saturday 9.00am, 5.30pm, Sunday 9:00am, 10.30am & 5:30pm 
Vietnamese: Saturday 7.00pm, Sunday 12.30pm, Friday 7.30pm 
Burmese: Every 2nd Sunday 2.30pm 
Chin: Every 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sunday 2.30pm 
Tongan: Every 1st Sunday 3.00pm 
School Phone:      9312 2230 
School website: www.olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady’s is a Child Safe School 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Mon 6 Feb 9.15am First Na-
tions Smoking Ceremony 
Wed 15 Feb 7.00pm Founda-
tion Learning Parent Info 
Session 
Thurs 16 Feb 11.30am Begin-
ning of School Year Mass 
Tues 21 Feb 2.15pm Parent 
Helpers Session 
Wed 22 Feb Ash Wednesday 
Fri 24 Feb 9.00am Parent 
Helpers Session 
Wed 1– Fri 3 Mar Yr 6 Camp 
Mon 6 Mar School Photos 
Wed 8 Mar 5.00-6.30pm 
Foundation Picnic 
Mon 13 Mar Labour Day 
Public Holiday 
Thurs 16 Mar 7.00pm Recon-
ciliation Parent Night 
Mon 27 Mar: Staff Profes-
sional Learning Literacy with 
Deb Sukarna 
Thur 6 Apr End of Term 1 at 
3.10pm 
 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Thur 23 March: 7.00pm Rec-
onciliation for Year 3 
Sun 7 May: 10.30am Eucha-
rist for Year 4 
Sun 721May: 10.30am Eu-
charist for Year 4 
Thur 24 Aug: 7.00pm Confir-
mation for Year 6 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
DAYS - PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Mon 27 March: Literacy with 
Deb Sukarna 
Fri 5 May: Personalised 
Learning with Kath Murdoch 
Thur 22 Jun: Three Way 
Learning Conversations 
Fri 28 Jul: RE with Maria 
Forde 
Mon 6 Nov: Report Writing 

He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang 
up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing 
up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” (Mark 4:2-9) 

At Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Primary School we promote the safety, well being and inclusion of all children. 

Beginning of the School Year Prayer 
The beginning of the school year can be an exciting time. We pray that God will 

always be with us. 
God, Father of us all, we are beginning a new year together in our class. Help us 
to learn new things this year and to make new friends. May we open our minds 
to learn more about you. May we open our hearts to the needs of others. May 

we have a welcoming word for those who are new or who need a friend. Help us 
to learn new ways to serve you in love. Amen 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to the 2023 school year. A very special welcome to all our Foundation stu-
dents, new students across other year levels and our new families. Our Lady’s School has 
made an excellent start to the 2023 school year. The students are very settled and fo-
cussed on learning. As I visit the classrooms I have been delighted to see just how en-
gaged the students are with their learning, the respectful way they communicate and the 
joy they show in learning together. I congratulate all our students for showing such a 
positive attitude to their learning. Thank you to all parents for your collaboration with 
the new before school drop off and the after school pick up arrangements. 
 

A very special invitations to all parents and 
grandparents 
We would like to invite everyone to join the teachers and 
students at 9.00am on Monday for the Smoking Welcome to 
Country Ceremony. The Smoking Ceremony will be conduct-
ed by Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin (pictured on the right) who 
is a Senior Wurundjeri elder of the Kulin Nation. The tradi-
tional owners of the land on which our school stands today. 
Born in Healesville, Aunty Joy’s family never left Wurundjeri land and she is the great-
great niece to William Barak, the last traditional Ngurungaeta of the Wurundjeri-willam 
clan. 
I encourage parents to join us as it will be an opportunity to witness and participate in an 
indigenous custom dating back thousands of years.  
 

A special treat for all parents and grandparents on Monday morning at 9:30am 
On Monday morning from 8:30am to 9.00am when the Welcome to 
Country Smoking Ceremony begins I would like to offer all parents 
and grandparents a free coffee made from our wonderful coffee 
man Phil who makes the best cappuccinos, lattes, short/long blacks 
and hot chocolates in the western suburbs. You will find his van 
parked near our canteen. 
It is our way of welcoming our parents/grandparents back to our 
school community. I am hoping that this will encourage you to stay 
for the Welcome to Country Smoking Ceremony but also stay and chat with other par-
ents as you enjoy Phil’s excellent coffee. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUaT3MsfbitSrM&tbnid=Nwm2B5nfZ1d-hM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsatiricmilk.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FCross-with-heart-211595514&ei=ROBsUeD-POTwiAfd5IAQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aGc&psig=AF


 

Yours sincerely, 

Patrizia Bertani 
Ms Patrizia Bertani 
Principal 
principal@olsunshine.catholic.edu.au 

Canteen News 
This year the school canteen will be operating on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays only. 
There will be no canteen on Monday and Tuesday. Parents will need to make sure that their 
child brings their lunch from home on the days the canteen is closed. The canteen will be man-
aged by Nubia and Connie who will be introducing new food options in the coming weeks. Nu-
bia and Connie are very excited to be able to expand our canteen menu with food they make 
and cook themselves so watch out for these.  
 
The children will be able to purchase drinks and snacks from the canteen during the second 
play break from 1:30 to 2pm. 
 
A reminder to all parents who have outstanding payments to make for food purchased from 
the canteen to please pay these promptly. We still have many outstanding from last year so please pay 
these ASAP at the office. 
 
This year students across all year levels will have a 5-minute brain food break from 9:45 am to 9:50 am. We 
ask parents to make available a small healthy snack for the children to eat such as cut up fruit or vegetables. 
They will also be required to have a water bottle which they can access in their classroom whenever they 
need a drink.  
 
Students will begin eating their lunch at 11:20 am. They will be eating their lunch inside and will be super-
vised by their teacher. This we hope will ensure that more students finish eating their food, reduce the 
amount of rubbish in the schoolyard and also reduce the amount of lost lunch boxes. 
Students will have a snack break from 2:00 pm to 2:10 pm. They will be eating their snack inside and will be 
supervised by their teacher.  
We encourage you to give your child unprocessed food which is healthier but also can be stored in reusable 
containers which help to cut back on the use of one use packaging and supports sustainability. Our canteen 
will not be using any plastic items only recyclable bamboo spoons, forks and food containers. 
 

School starting and finishing times 
The school gates all open at 8:20am and there will be a staff member supervising 
in the schoolyard. Classrooms all open at 8:25 am and students can enter their 
classroom and prepare themselves for the day. Classes will begin at 8:35 am 
sharp. School will finish every day at 3:10 pm. 
 
I ask all parents to collaborate with the school by making sure their child is at 
school on time. It is difficult for children when they have to walk into a classroom 
where the class has already begun. It puts them at a disadvantage. It is also dis-
ruptive for the other students in the class as well as the teacher.  
 



 



 

FI 
James - For being a great role model in FI this week. Thank you for being a Self-Manager and listening to all instruc-
tions. From Ms. Cam Tu & Mrs Granata 
Joanne - For being a Collaborator and helping us to keep our class tidy every day. Thank you for your help! From Ms. 
Cam Tu & Mrs Granata 
 
FJ 
Euro - For being a great friend by inviting others to join in your activities and games. From Miss Wendy 
Casper - For showing the Gospel Value of Respect when talking with your friends and teachers. Keep up the great 
work! - From Miss Wendy 
 
1K 
Rose F - for consistently following the classroom expectations and trying your best in everything you do. Keep it up! 
From Miss Shai 
Will B - for displaying the Our Lady’s School Gospel Value by volunteering yourself for a classroom job and doing it with 
great motivation and maturity. Well done! From Miss Shai 
 
1L 
Angela A - For being a great example to others when showing your Whole Body Listening! You’ve made a great start to 
Year 1! From Miss Steph 
Zeb B - For being a fantastic helper in the classroom. I love the way you help your teachers and classmates. From Miss 
Steph 
 
2M 
Yodi G - For being a great example of what it means to be part of a class family by helping to clean up after others! 
From Ms Rochelle 
Sadie K - For always following our classroom rules and reminding your classmates of the rules we need to follow! This 
is a fantastic start to the year!. From Ms Rochelle  
 
2N 
Kei Le - For starting Grade 2 with such a positive attitude towards his Home Reading. Well done! From Mrs Mitchell 
Casey Z - For making a wonderful start to learning in Grade 2. You listen to the teacher and consistently try your best. 
Well done! From Mrs Mitchell  
 
3E 
Bonnie M - For being a wonderful collaborator during group activities. Well done on a great start to the year! From Ms 
Howe & Mrs Mendoza 
Oscar W - For starting the school year with a positive, can-do attitude! Well done on all your hard work this week! 
From Ms Howe & Mrs Mendoza  
 
3F 
David L - For a great start to Our Lady’s. Welcome to our school, it’s great to have you here! From Mr Josh 
Laura B - For showing the learning asset of Self Manager by being organised for learning each day. Well done! From Mr 
Josh  
 
4G 



 

Stephanie D- For displaying the  Our Lady’s School Gospels Value of Respect 
and Compassion when learning and playing with her peers. Your positive start 
to the year has been noted by your teachers. From Ms Karen 
Grace R- For making valuable contributions to class discussions. Your confi-
dence and your deep thinking skills have shone through! Well done for begin-
ning the school year on such a positive note! From Ms Karen 
 
4H 
Jesse- For displaying the Learning Asset of a Collaborator by doing the fair share when working in a group. From Ms. 
Robles 
An- For starting at Our Lady’s School in a positive and enthusiastic way. You’re starting to foster a positive relationship 
with your peers. From Ms. Robles  
 
5C 
Filip S- For making great learning choices from the first day. Well done Filip! From Mr Membrey 
Annie Rose S- For the way you have transitioned into Year 5, with calmness and enthusiasm. Well done Annie Rose! 
From Mr Membrey  
 
5D 
5D - For making a fantastic start to the school year by showing great listening, contributing during lessons and follow-
ing instructions. We are going to have an amazing year! From Ms Gurry 
 
6A 
Natalie H - For stepping up and being prepared to show service.. Great to see the beginnings of student leadership. 
From Mr Wickham 
6A - For a wonderful start to the 2023 school year. You have set a standard this week for the rest of the year. Well 
done. From Mr Wickham 
 
6B 
Ryan - For exhibiting the attributes of a Self Manager by making responsible choices when it comes to your learning. 
You are so focused and you try your best at all times. Keep it up! From Mrs Muscat 
Zac - For demonstrating Our Lady’s Gospel Value of Service by being an active leader in class, answering questions, 
sharing opinions and always finding ways to assist others. From Mrs Muscat  

FI: Oliver H, Audey C, Leigh N 
FJ: Ava M, Glory Z, Vincent B, Sean E 
1K: Maria A, Ryan C, Victoria V, Jeremiah L 
1L: Willow T, Hinnaya K, Kitty M 
2M: Hamish M, Easton L 
2N: Brian N, Van P, Chelsea V 
3F: Louise N, Andreas A, Koby B, 
4G: Oliver B, Ben M, Kim B, Skylar C 
4H: Jasmine D, Matthew M 
5D: Saiyam S, Delilah T 
6A: Rati V, Sam A, Ava H, 
Staff: Mrs Frances, Dean, Mrs Catherine, Greg 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


